
 

 

School Newsletter November 2015 

 
Baby News! 
As you are no doubt aware we have news that Mrs Kelly gave birth to a 
healthy baby boy on Friday 30th October whom she has named Leo and Ms 
Calder Kelly also gave birth to a baby boy named Solomon on Wednesday 
18th November. All are doing well and we are all looking forward to meeting 
them.  
 
Mpeni Update  
As many of you will be aware from following their Twitter Feed Miss Collier 
and Mrs Munro had a wonderful trip to Malawi in the October break. They 
delivered an assembly to the whole school sharing the information about 
their trip along with some wonderful photographs. We also had a go at sing-
ing the Mpeni Marching Song which the children at Mpeni sing every day on 
their way to class, our version needs some work!. 

 

We saw photographs of the chil-
dren proudly wearing their Back 
Packs bought with the funds 
raised by P7.  

The remainder of the money was 
partially used to pay a local tailor 
to make uniforms for some of the 
most needy children at the 
school. He was able to make uni-
forms for 61 children in total. 

With the money that was left over Miss Collier, Mrs Munro and Mr Miten-
go visited the local market and bought stationery supplies for the children. 

They taught lessons to some of the classes and visited a local Nursery 
School. They were treated to a visit to a local Tea Factory where many of 
the families are employed and also saw small scale dairy farming, Malawi 
style. 
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HOUSE NEWS 

The house captains will soon be helping to organ-
ise our Christmas House Afternoon when the 
children will work together to create items to 
help decorate the school for Christmas. No 
doubt the annual paper chain making extravagan-
za will be popular again this year.  
 
Well done to Inverleith who were last months win-
ning House and will shortly have their reward of 
an extra playtime. 
 
This term our whole school Social Target, for 
which the children can earn Golden Tokens, is 
Personal Responsibility. We are encouraging the 
children to consider their own actions and what 
they as individuals can do to support others and 
consider how their actions can impact on the wid-
er school community, as well as owning their mis-
takes. 
 
 
YOUNG CARERS 

On 30th October, Tracey Stewart from Edinburgh 
Young Carers came in to deliver an Assembly about the 
charity. She has completed a workshop with our P2 and 
P3 classes on being a Young Carer and will follow this 
up with a further workshop next week. If you would 
like more information about this organisation please ask 
at the office for a leaflet or have a look at their web-
site www.youngcarers.org.uk. 

 

PLAYGROUND REMINDERS 

Please remember that at this time of year the council 
do not permit children to play in the playground after 
school. It will be re-opened once the lighter evenings 
return in the Spring time.  

Please  also remember dogs are NOT ALLOWED  in 
the playground at any time, This is an Edinburgh Coun-
cil directive. Thank you. 
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STAGE IN THE PLAYGROUND 

As you may have seen the new wooden stage 
which was purchased for the playground has 
been installed under the shelter. We need to say 
a huge thank you to Neil Hartley, Savanna’s (P6) 
dad for giving up his weekend to adjust and in-
stall it for us saving us a considerable amount of 
money. We hope to paint the bare wall behind 
the stage with Blackboard paint to allow the 
children to write titles and draw scenery onto 
the wall to support their play. Thank you to The 
Friends of Stockbridge School for their help 
with obtaining funding to purchase the stage.  

 

RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOLS  

UPDATE 

Our Rights Respecting  Schools community 
group have been continuing to campaign to en-
sure that all children within Stockbridge (and 
the whole school community) are aware of the 
UN Charter of the Rights of the Child.  They  
planned an event as part of UNICEF’s OutRight 
campaign to raise awareness of the Rights of 
the Child on the Anniversary of the UN charter 
on 20th November, within the local community. 
You may have seen and heard them marching in 
the cold and rain on Friday morning!.  Thank you 
to Miss Collier and Miss Mistry for organising it, 
to the children for being so enthusiastic and to 
all our parent helpers for making it possible. 

 

 



FINANCIAL EDUCATION WEEK 

The week of 23rd November is Financial Education 
Week and each class teacher has planned a range of 
learning activities to increase children’s knowledge and 
understanding around managing money. Some have 
planned trips to the Bank of Scotland Museum on the 
Mound. We will have a sharing Assembly on Friday 27th 
November where we will hear about the learning that 
has been taking place. 

CAPITAL CREDIT UNION 

We recently received a very generous cheque for £200 
from the Capital Credit Union who help us run our 
Swan Savers. The em-
ployees have Dress 
Down Friday and pay £1 
for the privilege, once 
they have raised a good 
amount they nominate 
a local cause/charity to 
donate it to. On this 
occasion they chose us, 
which is great! So 
thank you to all our 
Swan Savers and the 
CCU. I have had a dis-
cussion with our Swan 
Savers who would like to share the money with Mpeni, 
which I think is a really fantastic gesture on their be-
half! The CCU have also offered to support our work 
with Mpeni if they can! 

REMEMBRANCE ASSEMBLY 

Primary 7 led our Remembrance Day Assembly on 
11.11.15 by reading some 
of the poems they had 
written following their 
WW2 Project. The 
school also observed 
the 1 Minute silence as 
a mark of respect. 
Thank you P7.  

 

 

 

  

WHOLE SCHOOL BULLYING  

FOCUS 

On Monday 2nd November Mrs Burton 
launched our Whole School Bullying Focus with 
an assembly. This term every class from Nursery 
to P7 will spend time thinking about and discuss-
ing Bullying, what it looks like and sounds like 
and helping the children identify strategies and 
where to find support if they think they are be-
ing bullied.  

We want our pupils 
to feel safe and val-
ued at Stockbridge 
and together we will 
work to stamp out 
bullying.  

 

COMMUNITY GROUPS UPDATE 

We had our first Community Groups meeting of 
the Term on Friday 6th November and all chil-
dren met together for a short ’Sharing Assembly 
following this. The Rights Respecting Schools 
Group told us about a P6 trip to watch a film 
about Malala and her struggle to try and ensure 
equality for girls. The Eco Committee worked in 
3 groups. They were planning and preparing for 
Switch Off Fortnight which is part of our Ener-
gy Month Focus this month,  investigating the 
animals that use our playground and planning 
how and where to build Bug Hotels with the 
RSPB, and surveying our painted playground 
games, thinking about what they would like re-
painted . The Global Giants have set up a food 
bank to support those in need in the community 
as well as creating art work to frame and give to 
local elderly residents to cheer them up and 
brighten their homes. The Healthy Heroes were 
planning the launch of their Fruity Fridays cam-
paign and spent time auditing our Loose Play 
equipment so that we can plan what to add to it 
and create activity cards to support their play. 

We next meet on 27th November. 

 

   



CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 
You should have received your child’s Christmas 
Card design home with information about how to 
order Christmas Cards and you will receive your 
cards by the 24th November.  There were some 
really lovely designs. 
 
CHRISTMAS ART COMPETITION 
 
All classes were invited to take part in Edinburgh 
City Council’s Christmas Windows Art competi-
tion in conjunction with the National Gallery. I am 
very excited to announce that out of the hun-
dreds of entries one of our P4 pupils, Emily Boul-
ton has had her design picked and it will be part 
of the works on display on Princes Street. Please 
go along and have a look at Emily’s and the other 
winning designs. 
WELL DONE EMILY! 
 
CHRISTMAS  CHOIR &  
POSTER COMPETITION 
 
Our School Choir have been invited to  perform at the 
Stockbridge Traders Association tree lighting ceremony 
on Saturday 5th December. They have also asked our 
children  to design  a poster to advertise Christmas in 
Stockbridge. All the details have been sent home by 
Parent Mail and discussed in class. The winner of the 
competition will be invited to switch on the tree lights 
in Jubilee Gardens at 3.30, which is very exciting. If you 
want to be in with a chance of winning this unique 
prize please ensure your poster entry is returned to 
your child’s class teacher by Thursday 26th November 
with their name and class clearly written on the back. 
 
Following this performance they will also be helping to 
get our annual Christmas Fair underway. We hope to 
see you all there from 4-6pm. 
 
PLPs & INTERIM REPORTS 
 
During the course of this term you will receive your 
child’s PLP and a record of their Learning conversation 
with their teacher and Interim Report. Please remem-
ber that discussions and teacher comments for P1, 
P1/2, P2 & P7 children will be posted on their On-Line 
Learning Journal rather than sent home on paper. 
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ECO COMMITTEE, ENERGY MONTH 
AND SWITCH OFF FORTNIGHT. 

The Eco Committee are encouraging everyone 
to think about how we can all be responsible 
citizens and reduce the amount of energy we 
use.   

On Friday 2oth No-
vember we had a 
Switch Off Fortnight 
Assembly to get us 
thinking about the 
small changes we can 
all make which can 
make a big difference. 
For the next 2 weeks 

the Eco reps in each class will be recording how 
often classes remember to switch off lights, 
projectors, i-pads and computers when they are 
not in use. There will be stickers, badges and 
certificates awarded to the classes who are do-
ing their best to reduce our Global Footprint. 
You could support this initiative by discussing it 
at home and joining in with Switching Off! We 
want to change habits for good, not just for a 
fortnight. 

The Eco Group created some posters to remind 
everyone what to do and we have placed them 
all around the school. 

ROAD SAFETY WEEK 

The week beginning 30th November is Road 
Safety Week here at Stockbridge. All classes will 
be focussing on ways of keeping themselves safe 
when travelling at this time of year. The JRSOs 
& Bike Crew will deliver an assembly on Friday 
4th December reminding us all of the dangers 
and what we can do to keep ourselves safe. 
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NOVEMBER 

18 & 25 Edinburgh Young Carers Workshops P2 & P3 

23-27 Financial Education Week 

27 Nasal Flu Vaccine 

28 Malawi Ceilidh at Stockbridge Parish Church 

30-4 Dec—Road Safety Week 

DECEMBER 

2 Christmas House Afternoon 

4 JRSO Road Safety Assembly & I-Bike Launch 

5 PSA Christmas Fair 

5 School Choir to sing at Stockbridge Traders Association Tree Lighting event 

3.30pm 

10 P1-P7 Christmas Discos 

11 Christmas dress Rehearsal to School 

14 M&M Productions visiting the school for Christmas Theatre Treat—Jack & 
the Beanstalk 

15– 16 P1 and 2 Christmas Show 2pm 

17 Christmas School Lunch 

21 End of Term Christmas Assembly at Stockbridge Parish Church 1.45 (Note 
change of date) 

22 Nursery AM class Christmas Nativity 

22 END OF TERM—SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12 NOON 

JANUARY  2016 

6 In Service Day for Staff 

7 CHILDREN RETURN TO SCHOOL 

21 P7 Camp Talk for Parents  6pm 

29 Burns Assembly 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

REMINDER—LUNCH 
SLIPS MUST BE IN BY A 

THURSDAY . THEY 
WILL NOT BE 

ACCEPTED AFTER 
THIS . YOU WILL HAVE 
TO SEND YOUR CHILD 

WITH A PACKED 
LUNCH IF YOU FORGET 

TO PLACE YOUR 
ORDER IN  TIME 

 
PLEASE NOTE THE 

CHANGE OF DATEOF THE 
END OF TERM SERVICE 

TO 21st DECEMBER 

Health and Safety  

Reminder 

Please  be reminded that parents 

and children MUST NOT come 

into the building before or after 

school without permission from 

the school office.  If your child 

needs the toilet they should use 

the public toilets next to the li-

brary.  If they have  forgotten an 

item in class they will need to col-

lect it the next day unless you have 

spoken to the school office and a 

member of staff is available to 

accompany you back the classroom 

(this should only be for URGENT 

ITEMS). 


