
 

School Newsletter—October 2015 

 
Staffing Update 
 
I feel like we have only just got back from the Summer holidays but Autumn 
is now upon us.  As you are aware Mrs Burton has now been appointed Act-
ing Head Teacher for my maternity leave and this will take effect from the 
30th October (fingers crossed).  Miss Collier will be taking up the promoted 
post of Acting Principal Teacher. Mrs Kelly will also be starting her mater-
nity leave after the October break and Lindsey Napier will be taking on her 
role as the new Support for Learning Teacher. 
 
Mpeni Update  
 
P7 have been thinking about how they would like to support Miss Collier 
and Mrs Munro’s visit and Mpeni pupils. They decided they wanted to pro-
vide school bags for the children to carry their books as some have a long 
walk to school everyday. They also want to get pencils and notebooks for 
the learners. They have hosted a coffee  and cake sale on Open Morning/
Parent Consultations and organised and ran a Beetle Drive last week. To 
date they have raised £814.90. Mrs Burton approached SmartSack, the com-
pany from whom we buy the SmartSacks we use in P1-P3, who have agreed 
to provide their SmartSack Scrunch back packs at cost price. Miss Collier 
and Mrs Munro will take them to Malawi when they go this week.  

Earlier this year Mrs Burton applied for a Mini Grant through the Scotland 
Malawi Partnership on behalf of Mpeni school. Luckily we received a grant 
for £1,500 as requested. This is enough to build a semi detached residence 
which will provide homes for 2 more teacher's at the school. 

The money raised by the P1 stall at the Summer Fair (£350) has been sent to 
Mpeni and has payed for the main administration block to be connected to 
the electricity supply which means the laptops sent to the school can be 
used by staff and pupils at the school. They also hope to be able to put on 
Film nights using a mini projector that James took back with him to help 
raise further funds for the school. The money was also enough to pay for 
around 80 fruit tree saplings to be bought and planted at the school and to 
get support from WESM the Wildlife and Environmental Society of Malawi 
to provide ongoing support in the care of the orchard. This will provide an 
extra source of food and income for the school. 

As part of our shared project with Mpeni, our Edible Garden Project is 
going well. P2 have already harvested potatoes, courgettes, squash and run-
ner beans. The Eco Group have just planted some winter vegetables and we 
have had some apples and redcurrants from our garden. 

We are excited to see what we can achieve together next. 
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LOOSE PLAY WORKSHOPS 
All classes have had the opportunity to work with 
Louise Caldwell and explore some of the creative 
ways that loose play can be used to develop prob-
lem solving skills, team-
work, imaginative 
play…. 

We already have lots of 
loose play equipment in 
the playground but we 
will be developing this 
area of our play curric-
ulum this year.  Look 
out for requests for 
resources such as bot-
tle tops etc that will 
come out after the 
holidays. 

 

HOUSE NEWS 
I was very proud of all the P7 pupils who gave in-
spirational speeches in the race to become 2015-16 
house captains.  However, we could only have 8 
house captains and our successful candidates for 
this year are – 
INVERLEITH – Ashoka and Millie 
CLARENCE – Xanthe and Matas 
HENDERSON – Oran and Marcia 
RAEBURN – Zac and Eden 
The house captains led their first house after-
noon last week.  They had to create house bunt-
ing, a house motto and a house bag reflector to 
keep safe in the dark winter months. I was very 
impressed by the cooperation and team work with-
in the houses and look forward to seeing the 
houses work together at house events through-
out the year. 
 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 
 
Pupils will be designing Christmas cards early next 
term which you will be able to purchase online.    
Orders need to be completed by the 16th Novem-
ber and you will receive your cards by the 24th 
November.  Please hold off purchasing alternative 
cards if you would like a personalised design.  This 
will also act as a fundraiser for the school.  More 
information to follow. 

  2 

CHILDHOOD CANCER MONTH 

 

 

 

 

 

As you will be aware we have been raising aware-
ness about and money for childhood cancer this 
month.  Our fantastic sales team from P6 
(alongside Emma—Beau and Poppy’s mum) have 
been busy selling products for our chosen chari-
ties.  We also held a fantastic sponsored bounce 
challenge.  A huge thank you to everyone who 
sponsored the children, bought a ribbon/
bracelet or baked items for our bake sale.  We 
raised an amazing £1572.68 for CCLASP and 
£308.93 for CLIC!   

RIGHTS RESPECTING SCHOOLS  

UPDATE 

Our Rights Respecting  Schools community 
group have been continuing to campaign to en-
sure that all children within Stockbridge (and 
the whole school community) are aware of the 
UN Charter of the Rights of the Child.  We 
have been celebrating European Languages Day 
and Article 30 ‘The Right to learn and use their 
home language’ by finding out about all the lan-
guages that are spoken within the school.  We 
have identified 27 languages which are displayed 
in our entrance hall—if you know of a language 
which is spoken but not on our display please let 
us know! 



BEETLE DRIVE by Harris P7 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Primary 7 have been fundraising for Mpeni Prima-
ry in Malawi. We are fundraising to provide them 
with schools bags and stationery. It is also part of 
our JASS (Junior Award Scheme Scotland) for 
the 'Me and My Wider World' section.  
 
We planned and organised a family games night, 
called Beetle Drive. Lots of people didn't know 
what it was but everyone had a fantastic night. P7 
ran the event by setting up, providing baking for 
the bake sale and giving out instructions on how 
to play on the night. A big thank you to Clare and 
Michael (parents of Grace P5) and Pippa (mum of 
Freddie and Bella P4) who very generously support-
ed us with this event. We raised £550.60! This will 
be added to the £111.30 that was raised by Oran, 
Harry, Alice and Vita through a bake sale at the 
Dean Bank garden party and money raised at our 
P7 bake sales.  
 
A big thank you to everyone that came along and 
contributed to this event. 
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PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS 

You will have seen that some work has been un-
dertaken in the playground to clear out come of 
the flower boxes and spruce up some furniture.  
A BIG thank you to the trainline.com staff who 
gave up their time and donated resources to 
undertake this work. 

 

SAMBA DRUMMING 
Primary 4—7 were lucky enough to take part in 
Samba drumming workshops earlier this term.  
They really enjoyed learning about the different 
rhythm and styles of the music.  Miss Harrison 
and Mrs Mason in the office also enjoyed hear-
ing their music making all day long! 

PLAYGROUND REMINDERS 

Please remember that football is NOT AL-
LOWED before school and that scootering and 
cycling are NOT ALLOWED within the school 
grounds at all times.  Please remind your child of 
these important health and safety school rules. 



ECO NEWS 
The Community groups met in September and 
were involved in carrying out the Eco Schools an-
nual audit to help us identify our Key Target are-
as for the next year. We have 3 priorities, one of 
which Eco Schools insist is Litter. Using the evi-
dence from the children’s audit we have decided 
that Bio-diversity and Energy will be the other 2. 

We have already begun work on our Bio-diversity 
focus. The P6 Eco Warriors went on a Nature 
Walk along the Water of Leith with a representa-
tive of the Water of Leith Conservation Trust. 
They looked at the designed landscape, the man-
aged landscape and the neglected landscape. We 
saw lots of areas of neglect and discussed their 
impact on the biodiversity around the river. When 
we came back to school we used these same ideas 
to consider our playground and thought about 
what we could do to encourage plants and ani-
mals in our environment. On Friday we led an As-
sembly for the whole school about these ideas. 

Last week Mrs Burton met with representatives 
from Edinburgh Living Landscapes, which is a 
partnership project between the Scottish Wildlife 
Trust, City of Edinburgh Council, Edinburgh and 
Lothians Greenspace Trust, The Royal Botanical 
Gardens Edinburgh and Green Surge. Their aim is 
to create, restore, and connect green areas of 
the city to make attractive and biodiverse land-
scapes. They will be supporting our efforts and 
providing expertise and resources to help us 
achieve our goal. 

November will be Energy Month with everyone 
making a concerted effort to reduce the amount 
of Energy we waste as well as thinking about how 
to use energy in a more responsible way. 
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P4/5 TRIP TO THE NATIONAL 
STORYTELLING CENTRE  by  

Michael and Rosie P5 

On the 1st of October Primary 5 went to 
visit the Scottish Storytelling Centre to see 
the author Lari Don.  To get there we had 
to go on a long bus journey.  When we got 
there we went into the auditorium.  We 
met Lari Don and she told us some of her 
stories and some stories by a lady called 
Tessa.  She and Tessa write the same kind 
of stories about mythical creatures like 
dragons, fairies, selkies and centaurs.  
Their stories are set in Scotland.  Lari Don 
has written a series called ‘First Aid for 
Fairies and Other Fabled Beasts’.  She has 
also rewritten the ‘Talk of Tam Lin’.  Tessa 
has write a collection of mythical tales and 
many more.  Lari Don read us some of her 
stories and asked us if we would like to ask 
her any questions.  We asked her lots of 
questions about her books and her ideas 
for books.  She also signed some of her 
books for us.  Primary 5 had a great time! 

BETHANY TRUST DONATIONS 
We are once again asking for donations for 
The Bethany Trust this term.  The Bethany 
Trust supports 4,000 homeless and vulnera-
ble people every year in Scotland to find, 
equip and maintain a home within their lo-
cal community. As well as meeting housing 
needs, they provide support to individuals 
and families to help them tackle long-term 
homelessness problems including addic-
tions, debt, lack of furniture, unemploy-
ment and social isolation. 

Donations of non-perishable food items as 
well as items that could be used by people 
setting up home (pot and pans, bedding, 
kettles etc…) should be brought into 
school before the end of term assembly on 
Friday 9th October. 
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OCTOBER 

7 Parent Council Meeting 

8 P3 Egyptian Exhibition 

8 P7 attending Autumn Games at Broughton High 

9 9.15am P4 Class Assembly (p4 parents invited) 

10-19 OCTOBER HOLIDAY 

20 IN—SERVICE DAY—SCHOOL CLOSED FOR PUPILS 

21 Whole school performance Hopscotch Theatre Company —Rights of the 

Child 

21 P4 swimming to start (see letter) 

23 PSA Coffee Morning 

27 Relationships and Sexual Health Curriculum Talk to Parents P4-7 (all P4-7 
parent invited) 

31 PSA Halloween Party (more info to follow) 

NOVEMBER 

4 Edinburgh Schools Open Day for prospective P1 pupils 

6 P3S Class Assembly (P3S parents invited) 

9 Delegates from Panama visiting school 

11 PSA meeting 6.30pm 

13 P3MS Class Assembly (P3MS parents invited) 

16 –20 Nursery Parent/Key Worker Consultations 

17 Parent Council Meeting 6pm 

18 Family/Individual Photos 

18 P6 Medal Routes Project (every Wed from this date) 

23-27 Financial Education Week 

27 Nasal Flu Vaccine 

DECEMBER 

5 Christmas Fair 

14 M&M Productions visiting the school for Christmas Treat—Jack & the Bean-
stalk 

15– 16 P1 and 2 Christmas Show 2pm 

17 P1-7 Christmas Disco’s  

17 Carols at Stockbridge Parish Church 1.45pm 

22 Nursery AM class Christmas Singing 

22 END OF TERM—SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12 NOON 

ALL CHILDREN TO RESUME ON THURSDAY 7TH JANUARY 2016 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

REMINDER—LUNCH 
SLIPS MUST BE IN BY A 

THURSDAY  
 

SCHOOL WEBSITE 
 

Please check our school 
website for diary dates, 

school menus, order 
forms, class news and 

photos of school events. 
 

www.stockbridge.edin.sch.uk 

Health and Safety  

Reminder 

Please  be reminded that parents 

and children MUST NOT come 

into the building before or after 

school without permission from 

the school office.  If your child 

needs the toilet they should use 

the public toilets next to the li-

brary.  If they have  forgotten an 

item in class they will need to col-

lect it the next day unless you have 

spoken to the school office and a 

member of staff is available to 

accompany you back the classroom 

(this should only be for  

URGENT ITEMS). 


