
 

 

School Newsletter October 2016 

Staffing Update 
Following interview we have appointed a new permanent class 
teacher, Miss McMillen who will be taking Primary 5 following 
the October break. Unfortunately, we are saying ‘farewell’ to Ms 
Shultz who has secured a permanent post in the Borders where 
she now lives. We wish her well.  
 
Miss Harrison has taken up a Seconded post at Portobello High 
School which is due to finish in June 2017. Following interviews 
for this temporary seconded post we have appointed Mrs Gib-
son as Administrator. Mrs Moore, who has administrative expe-
rience will be supporting her in the office as a temporary meas-
ure. Miss Harrison had been covering Mrs Mackinnon’s post 
whilst she has been acting up in a different authority school. We 
expect Mrs Mackinnon to return to the post of Administrator 
after the Easter break. 
 
Mrs Munro, one of our Early Years Practitioners, has been in-
terviewed for and accepted a full time permanent post within 
the Nursery. The Nursery team will be joined by Miss Thomson 
on a part time basis after the October break. 
 
I am also pleased to announce that Miss Martinez, who has been 
working for us on a voluntary basis for the past year has been 
interviewed and added to the Council’s PSA Supply list and will 
be working within our Breakfast Club and our classes, support-
ing learners.  
 

Mpeni Update— SMP Partnership Award. 
I recently received the news that our on-going 
work with our partner school Mpeni, in Malawi 
has been recognised and we have become one 
of the first schools to be  awarded a Bronze 
Partnership Principle Award by the Scotland 
Malawi Partnership. It is fantastic that all of 
our hard work has been recognised in this way. 
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Community Group News. 

We have carried out our Eco Audit to help us 
decide what our main focus areas will be this 
year. They are Energy, Sustaining Our World, 
Food and the Environment  and Litter. 

Eco Warriors— 

Our Eco group worked with the RSPB to cre-
ate a Bug Hotel in the playground and had a 
new resident checked in within minutes! We 
have also made bird feeders to encourage the 
birds to come to the playground. We also 
worked on our Stockbridge Eco Code, making a 
few changes and started developing a rap to 
remind everyone what we need to do. We will be 
taking part in the RCHS Daffodil Competition 
again this session and working with RSPB and 
Small Steps to reduce our global footprint. 

Global Giants— 

The Global Giants have been researching Fair 
trade, making video adverts for their stall, in-
vestigating Fairtrade lunches and comparing 
climate change between Malawi and Scotland. 

Rights Knights— 

The Rights Knights began to look at the SHA-
NARRI Health wheel and identify which rights 
matched all the areas of the wheel they also 
sang the SHANARRI Song. 

Healthy Heroes- 

The Healthy Heroes have begun to plan what 
activities they can do to raise money 
to get new Sports equipment and to 
purchase a water fountain for the 
classrooms in the annexe. 
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The Floods and current drought affecting much of 
Africa has once again impacted on Malawi and Mpeni 
school. Unfortunately 80% of the fruit trees planted 
with our help last year have died and people are fac-
ing famine. We will continue to work with our partner 
school to learn together and support each other 
where we can. 

The children at Mpeni are once again making items 
from re-cycled materials for us to sell at the Christ-
mas Fair. The money raised will help to buy new fruit 
trees for the orchard to support local business, pro-
vide food and a source of income. 

If you want to know more about the Scotland Malawi 
Partnership, of which we are a member please go to 
their website - 

http://www.scotland-malawipartnership.org/who-we-
are/about-us/what-we-do/website 

P7 Camp 

Primary 7 went to Camp at BenMore at the end of 
September and had a fantastic time. Here are some 
quotes from them.  

“ It was unforgettable, I loved every minute of it. One 
of my greatest achievements so far!” Aimee 

“My week at camp was unbelievable, a week I will for-
ever treasure.” Sophia 

“There was not one boring moment. I will never forget 
this week” Daniel. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

   

Playground Equipment 

Unfortunately some of our older playground equip-
ment has become rotten and the Council have insisit-
ed we removed it or replaced it by 28th October. Giv-
en this short time frame and as we are still unsure 
what the Rising Roles Group will decide in terms of 
adding additional classrooms over the next 18 
months, it seemed best not to spend substantial 
amounts of money on equipment which may be re-
moved again in the near future. Thanks are due to 
Keith Munro ( Father of Noah and Spike) who has 
removed the rotten equipment and is treating the 
remaining equipment to try and preserve it. 

Stockbridge Counts—A whole school approach 

to improving mental maths skills. 

As you will be aware from Curriculum Evening, my 
presentation at the AGM, Homework Letters, Par-
ent Mails, Class Newsletters Information on the 
Website, Tweets, and hopefully discussion with your 
children, we have launched a new Whole School ap-
proach to Mental Maths called Stockbridge Counts. 
Every day, at the start of maths lessons for 10-15 
minutes, from Nursery to P7, children are focussing 
on improving a specific skill in their mental agility. We 
have organised these in a Rainbow of Numeracy 
Skills, starting with red—Counting Forwards, Count-
ing Back and will work our way through the rainbow 
as the year progresses. There is differentiation built 
into the class and homework activities to suit the 
current level of your child. Please support them at 
home by practising the agreed skills daily for 10 
minutes. This will boost both self-confidence, speed 
and understanding. If you want to find out more take 
a look on the Website. 

 

 

Our current focus is counting forwards and 
backwards, until Friday 28th October 

· Make sure that you practise counting back-
wards twice as often as you practise counting 
forwards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our next focus is Number before and number 
after, from Monday 31st October to Friday 25th 
November  

· Particular concentration on changing decade 
(multiples of 10) 

 

Glow Gold 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the 
Childhood Cancer Awareness morning for Glow-
ing for Gold. You helped us raise over £500 for 
this super cause. 

Parent School Association (PSA) 

Thank you to our fantastic PSA committee, for 
organising another Family Fun Halloween Night 
on 28th October. Any offers of help on the 
night will be gratefully received. We hope to see 
many of you there.  
This year the PSA have agreed to fund the new, 
improved security door entry system for the an-
nexe and will be raising funds to help us refur-
bish our hall floor, which is in need of some ur-
gent attention. Our hall is a vital resource which 
is permanently in use for gym, lunches, assem-
blies, shows, before and after school activities 
including football, Scouts and Beavers and gets 
a great deal of wear and tear. It is showing in-
creasing signs of deterioration, if we can ad-
dress this before it becomes too bad it should 
save us money in the long run. 
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Glow Gold 

Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Childhood Can-
cer Awareness morning for Glowing for Gold. You helped us 
raise over £500 for this super cause. 

 

P6 & P7 Report on their Trip to the National Mu-
seum 

On Monday the 10th of October 2016, P7 & P6 went to the 
Museum to go to an exhibition on Pandemics. 

We went to the auditorium to take part in a Pandemics 
Workshop. A Pandemic is a world wide virus that can be 
spread by coughing, sneezing, air travel and disease vectors. 
In the workshop we tried lots of different ways to save the 
world from Pandemics. There are lots of disease vectors 
around these days such as fleas, mosquitos, ticks and lots 
more. 

There are lots of Pandemics but some of the best known are 
Ebola and Malaria 

Our New Mural 

Last years Eco Community Group and Mrs Renton have  

almost completed the new mural in the shelter area and it 
looks FANTASTIC! Here are a few pictures of it along the 
way. It has really brightened up the playground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curriculum Evening & Open Morning 

It was great to see so many parents at Curricu-
lum Evening this year, we hope you found it use-
ful to hear how we are approaching learning and 
teaching in Literacy and Maths and how you 
can support your child at home. We also hope 
you enjoyed having a look around your child’s 
class and the school on Open Morning. 

 

LEPRA Fund raising 

Well done Diego in P6 who decided to bake 
cakes and cookies to sell to raise money for 
LEPRA following their Assembly, he raised £49. 
This will be added to the money raised by all of 
the children for our Fun Fitness Friday. 

 

OCTOBER 

13 House Afternoon—House Identity 

14 LEPRA Fun Fitness Workout N-P7 

14 End of Term 12.25 Pi & P2 /12.30 P3-P7 

17– 24  OCTOBER BREAK FOR CHILDREN 

24 In Service Training Day for Staff 

25 Children resume 

28 P2 Open Morning for Parents 9-9.30 

28 PSA Halloween Fun Night 

26-9 Nov some P4s Swimming at Glenogle 



END OF TERM 12pm 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 

JANUARY 2017 

9 Staff Resume—In Service Training 

SCHOOLS 140th ANNIVERSARY  

SCOTS MONTH 

10 Children resume 

11 Mandarin Lessons Start 

13 P3/4 Class Assembly—Parents invited 9.15 

17 Parent Council Meeting 6pm 

20 Community Group Morning 

27 Burns Assembly 

FEBRUARY 

1 Co-Operative Learning Council 

1 Generation Science—P3 Marvellous Magnets, P3/4 
Power to the People, P4 Lego Mindstorms 

2 Generation Science N– Ella’s Wobble 

3 Community Groups & Sharing Assembly 

8 Hopscotch Theatre Show P1-P7 

9 House Afternoon 

MARCH 

1 PSA Meeting 6pm 

2 World Book Day 

2– 30 P6 & P7 Skiing at Hillend 

8 Parent Council 6pm 

23 Parent Consultations 6-8.30 

24 Parent Consultations 1.30-4.00 

30 Catherine Wheels Show for P5, P6 & P7 

31 END OF TERM 

APRIL 

17 ALL RESUME 

 
REMINDERS 

 
PLEASE  BE ON TIME AND BE IN LINE BY 5 TO 9 

 
LUNCH SLIPS MUST BE IN BY THURSDAY .  

 
THEY WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THIS .  

 
YOU WILL HAVE TO SEND YOUR CHILD WITH 

NOVEMBER 

4 P4 Assembly—Parents invited 9.15 

7 Owl Magic to visit P1/2 & P2 

7 P6 Athletics Taster at Meadowbank 

8 PSA Meeting 6pm 

11 Community Groups & Sharing Assembly 

11 Remembrance—1 minute silence 

14 World of Work Week 

14 Flu Vaccines 

14—25 Switch Off Fortnight 

16 P5 start swimming at Glenogle 

16 Parent Council Meeting 

17 P7 at Museum on the Mound 

21 Road Safety Week 

25 Community Groups and Sharing Assembly 

28 Individual Photos 

28 P1/2 & P2 Drama Workshop—The Owl Who was Afraid of the 
Dark 

30 Co-operative Learning Council 

30 PSA Meeting 6pm 

DECEMBER 

1 House Christmas Afternoon 

2 P6 Class Assembly—Parents invited 9.15 

3 PSA Christmas Fair 

3 Choir to perform at STA Christmas Lights Switch On 

5 Ms Calder Kelly returns 

8 Christmas Lunch 

9 P1 & P2 Christmas Show Dress Rehearsal to  Nursery 

12 P1 & P2 Christmas Show Dress Rehearsal to school 

13 Whole School Trip to Lyceum to see Alice in Wonderland 

14 P1 & P2 Christmas Show to P1  Parents 2pm 

15 P1 & P2 Christmas Show to P2  Parents 2pm 

16 save the Children Christmas Jumper Day 

16 PSA Christmas Raffle Draw 

16 Christmas Disco 

21 End of Term Church Service 1.30pm 

22 Infant Christmas Party 


