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Our 140th Anniversary
Celebration
We had a fantastic time celebrating our 14oth Anniversary as a
school. All classes spent the first few weeks of term learning
about the Victorians. Lessons have included learning about Victorian
workhouses, Victorians schools, Victorians games and Victorian Cooking. We have also been learning about the history of our school. The
children were amazed to discover that 700 children attended the
school when it first opened (and the annexe was not even part of the
school then!).
All of the pupils and staff made a huge effort on our Victorian school
day. We will share lots of photos of the day on the school website.
Classes sat in rows, took part in Victorian lessons and were horrified to
discover Victorian children often had to study subjects specific to
their gender! We ended the morning with a whole school drill and
shared our learning in our assembly. The school has never
been quieter and more studious. I’m not sure if my cane
may have contributed to
this?!?
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Malawi Update
Following the success of selling items at the Christmas Fair, made by the learners at Mpeni, the school
have purchased new fruit trees for their garden. In
late January James Mitengo, the Deputy Head
Teacher and the Primary 4 teacher visited the
Bvumbwe Agricultural Research Station, a government institution, about 12 km from the school. They
purchased 40 peach trees, 15 pawpaw trees, 35 mango
trees and 30 avocado trees. These are all early maturing trees which should yield a harvest more quickly.
They hired a car to transport the trees and planted
them at the school the next day. These trees should
provide a source of food as well as an income for the
school.

We continue to try and provide further help
through our Food4FoodFebruary campaign so
that we can help even more of the children in
our partner school. If you have not given up a
food treat yet, don’t worry, there is still time if
you want to get involved. Please send any donation from pennies to pounds to school clearly
labelled as Food4FoodFebruary. It costs about
50p per day to provide a meal, so every penny
really does help.
James Mitengo has asked me to pass on their
sincerest thanks for all of the things we have
done and continue to do to support the learners and the school in Mpeni.

There has been
heavy rain and
some of the
houses in the area have collapsed. It has also
led to a rise in
the cases of malaria.
As you will be aware the famine which has affected
Malawi continues to impact on the school. Around
190 children at the school have been affected by hunger, but thanks to your generosity over the Christmas
period with our collection at our Christmas service,
James managed to purchase relief maize to distribute
to 61 children. The school targeted orphans, children
with special needs and those from the poorest families, each child received 15Kg of white maize, their
staple food.
Our parents very kindly organised the Ceilidh this
year with all proceeds to be used
to help purchase
more maize to
support even
more families,
which was a wonderful
2 gesture.

RSPB
You may be
aware that we
are working
closely with
the RSPB this
year as we are
one of only a
few schools
who are part
of their Ambassador Schools Project. They have assigned
us the Bee and our Eco Warriors Bio Diversity
Group have been working closely with them to
create our bug hotel, map the school and local
area and plan how to encourage bees to thrive.
The Eco Warriors will be working with the
RSPB again next term to put things in place in
our playground and work with the local community to try and create a Bee Highway from Inverleith Park to the school to help the Bees thrive.
At Christmas time we took donations at the
door for our Infant Christmas Show, and managed to raise almost £100. This was given to the
RSPB to support this important Ambassador
Schools Project. It is attracting attention and we have been asked if
Miles Briggs MSP can come along and
share the work we are doing in our Community
Group in April.

Community Group News.

Stockbridge Counts

All of our groups have been busy this term…

Our Stockbridge Counts focus for this term is
combining and partioning numbers.

Eco Warriors—
Our Eco group have been busy using ‘wonderbags’
which are insulated cooking bags to cook soup. They

The children will be practising this skill in class
every day and ideas about how you can support
this at home will be included in your child’s
home learning jotter.

have also made draft excluders out of old socks!

Parent School Association (PSA)

Global Giants—

A HUGE thank you to Fleur, Liz and Alan for
putting together a fantastic Celildh this year.

The Global Giants have organised a fair-trade lemonade stall and investigated where Shirley sources her
food from.
Rights Knights—
The Rights Knights have created paper stars as part
of the end child violence campaign and have been
learning about internet safety and what they can do
to keep themselves and others safe from harm.
Healthy Heroes-

The dancing was fabulous, the poetry recitals
impressive and fun was had by all.
The PSA has also given money towards a huge
range of resources this year as a result of their
fundraising efforts. Examples of resources they
have funded includes the Scottish Innovation
production enjoyed by the whole school in January, outdoor clothing for the nursery, a new
Smart board for P3, reading resources for P1/2,

The Healthy Heroes have made healthy snacks, de-

new keyboards and xylophones for use in music
lessons and resources for our Big Dig. This can

signed fitness stops for the playground and made

only happen if parents volunteer to help organ-

books on the iPad to show the benefits of keeping

ise events and come along to events to support
the school.

ourselves healthy.

Comic Relief —23/3/17
This year we will be holding a talent competition to mark Red Nose Day. Pupils will be asked
to bring a donation to watch the talent show
and to take part. Silly and serious acts accepted and expected! A letter will soon be coming
home to ask children to apply to perform. Get
practising!

Update on Shirley
You will have noticed that Shirley is still with us!
The council have not yet appointed a new
school cook and as such Shirley will remain with
us until a replacement has been found. We are
very happy about this!

BIG DIG—10/3/17
We need your help to keep our playground looking good.
Every year we try to have a big tidy and plant new bulbs and
plants to enjoy. Please come along on the 10th March 1-3pm
with gardening gloves and any small tools that you have to
help out. No gardening expertise needed but lots of hands
make light work!

Nursery Garden Development
We spent a very productive Sunday clearing our nursery garden in preparation for our new sand and gardening area. Unfortunately we have had some delays to the delivery of the
railway sleepers needed for our build however the children
are enjoying playing in the mud in the meantime!

World Book Day
All children are once again invited to dress up
as their favourite book character for World
Book Day this year on Thursday the 2nd
March.

We will also have the Travelling Book Fair coming into school during the week of the 20thMarch. All classes will have an opportunity to
visit the fair and bring home a slip containing
information about a book they would like to
purchase. Should you wish to do so please return the slip with payment in a named envelope.
All orders earn credits for us to be able to purchase new books for the school. Last year we
raised enough to buy £800 worth of books,
which makes a huge difference to us.

The Fair will
also be available for Parents
to come in and
browse with
their children
before school
from 8.30 to
8.50 on the
23rd March &
at the parents
consultations.

Visit by the Secretary General of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association 15/3/17
On Commonwealth Day this year we will be visited by the
Secretary General of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, MP’s and MSP’s as part of the Commonwealth
Roadshow. The goal of the roadshow is to increase awareness of the important work done by the CPA in promoting
democratic governance across the Commonwealth and to
connect Parliamentarians with their young people in schools
to inspire the next generation of ‘Young Leaders’.

Our Primary 5,6 and 7 classes will attend the presentation
and our choir will have the opportunity to perform for our
special guests! We are very excited!
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Parents Consultations
Parent consultations will take place on the 23
and 24 of March. This term we will be asking
parents to book appointments using an online
booking system which will go live on the 27th
February. If you do not have access to the internet you will be able to book through the
school office. Further information to follow.

OLLJ
Please try and check your child’s Online Learning Journal regularly. We really appreciate your
comments!

24 P2 Generation Science Workshop
26 P5 Generation Science Workshop
26 P7 Generation Science Workshop
26 P1/2 Generation Science Workshop
PLEASE KEEP UP TO DATE BY BOOKMARKING THE
SCHOOL WEBSITE AND CHECKING THE DIARY
REGULARLY FOR ANY CHANGES!

26 Parent Council Meeting 6pm
27 Swan Savers Day
28 Community Groups Meeting

FEBRUARY
28 p7 Visit to the Scottish Parliament
MARCH
1 PSA Meeting 6pm Stockbridge Library
2 World Book Day - pupils to attend dressed up
2 P5 to attend Lari Don book launch
2 P6 & P7 Skiing at Hillend (1st lesson in 5 week block)
3 Nursery Parent Action Group Meeting
8 Parent Council 6pm
9 Swan Savers Day
9 P6/7 Growth Mindsets Workshop
10 Big Dig 1-3om PLEASE COME ALONG AND HELP!
13 P7 Get Energised workshop
16 P5 start Botanics Project Trips every week

MAY
1 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR BANK HOLIDAY
3 PSA Meeting 6pm
4 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR INSERVICE DAY
9 P1 Class visit to Hopetoun House
11 Tempest Class Photos—PLEASE WEAR FULL
SCHOOL UNIFORM
11 Swan Savers Day
22 SCHOOL CLOSED FOR BANK HOLIDAY
24 PSA Meeting 6pm
25 House Afternoon
25 Swan Savers Day
26 P1/2 Class Assembly 9.15am
JUNE
2 P1-3 SPORTS DAY AT ACCIES SPORTS

17 P3 Class Assembly 9.15am

GROUND

20-24 Travelling Book Fair in school

7 PSA Meeting 6pm

22 Cluster cooperative learning council to meet at Stockbridge

7 PC Meeting 6pm

23 Swan Savers Day

8 Swan Savers Day

23 Parent Consultations 6-8.30

9 P4-7 SPORTS DAY AT BROUGHTON HIGH

24 Parent Consultations 1.30-4.00
30 Catherine Wheels Show for P5, P6 & P7
31 P2 Class Assembly 9.15am
31 END OF TERM
APRIL
18 ALL RESUME

SCHOOL
16 p1 Class Assembly 9.15am
22 Swan Savers Day
28 End of year assembly at the church
29 p7 Leavers Disco
30 P7 Leavers Assmbly SCHOOL CLOSES AT 12
FOR SUMMER HOLIDAY

21 Community group meeting
24 Cricket taster sessions all classes
24 P6 Generation Science Workshop

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER TO
KEEP UP TO DATE

