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Stockbridge Primary School Parent Council 

Minutes of Parent Council Meeting 17 January 2017 

Present: 
 

 

 
c 

Council Members 

Alix MacDonald (Co-Chair)  AM, Cat Thomson (Co-Chair) CT, Faye Calder Kelly (Head Teacher) 
FCK, Amanda Burton (Principal Teacher)  AB, Lucy Brett (P6)  LB, Steve Bruce (P5) SB, Kirsty 
Robertson (P3)  KR, Enda Delaney (P2)  ED, Rachael Milligan (P1)  RM, Gabrielle Jondet 
(Nursery PM)   GJ, Laura Smith (Secretary)  LS 
Parents 

Keith Munro (P5, P2) KM 

Apologies 

Rachael Brooker (P5), Caroline Earnshaw (P3), Madelaine Simpkin (P2)  Cllrs Bagshaw & Barrie 

 

 

1.  Welcome and minutes of last meeting 

CT opened the meeting and all present introduced themselves.  Minutes of the last meeting 
(17 November 2016) were approved. 

2a.  Matters arising from previous minutes  

Governance 
consultation  

CT confirmed that response to Scottish Govt consultation on school 
governance was submitted on behalf of PC. We agreed to permit our 
response to be published.  (Item complete) 

RBS Dundas St – 
planning application  

AM confirmed that response was submitted in Dec 16 on behalf of PC: 
concerns about impact on school roll.  Awaiting next step of planning 
application. 

Homework LS circulated summary document of points raised to date in homework 
discussion. Final text of PC guide to homework policy was approved. 
Agreed PC would fund the cost of printing guides to distribute (1 per 
family) and additional stock for inductions packs etc: 500 copies.  FCK 
advised homework will be addressed in annual parent survey later this 
year and policy reviewed thereafter. 

Actions JN to obtain alternative quote for leaflet printing 

2b.  Ongoing items 

Online payment 
system 

Office staff booked onto training for online payment system; 
anticipate rollout at Stockbridge in March 2017 

School expansion In Head Teacher’s report 

Facebook page Parent Council FB page now live: Parentmail issued.(Item complete) 

Parentmail comms 
guidelines 

Carried forward in absence of Rachael Brooker 

Updated behaviour 
policy 

Parents’ Guide has been updated in line with full policy.  (Item 
complete) 

Action: FCK to publish Parents’ Guide on school website 

Swan Savers – 
parent volunteers 

Request for additional volunteers has been added to FB page (item 
complete) 
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3.  Head Teacher’s report 

Thank you Thanks Mrs Burton, Mrs Mitchell and Miss Collier for leading the 
school so effectively during Ms Calder Kelly’s maternity leave 

Rising rolls/P1 

intake 

Currently 48 pupils registered for P1 in August 2017.  This would 
create a large P1 class with 2 teachers and raises challenges for use 
of space across the school (eg Rainbow room could be returned to 
P1 breakout space, as happened when present P4 year were P1) 

NB projected numbers will fluctuate between now and August, so 
final class arrangements will be made much closer to the time. 

 Rising 

rolls/school 

extension 

School estates dept of City of Edinburgh Council are looking to 
build a 2 classroom extension in the rear area of playground (pizza 
oven/soundgarden area) – work to be carried out from Easter – 
August 2018.   A working party (including parent reps) will meet 
shortly to look at the plans. 

Action: FCK to raise with School Estates team query from KM about using CEC land 
adjacent to Inverleith Park for extension. 

Staffing & 

budget  

Pleased to have Miss Green back in P6.  School has reduced funding 
this term for additional support (due to pupils with allocated 
funding having left the school). This has meant re-organising 
support staff.  School continues to overspend support budget to 
ensure learners’ needs are being met. 

Whole school 

theme: Keep 

Connected 

New theme this term on the importance of relationships with 
others: see blog post on school website for more info. 

Stockbridge 

Counts 
New theme this term is sequencing and ordering – ideas to support 
this at home (in a fun way!) are in the learning journals. 

Curriculum for 

the future 

Staff and pupils have been reviewing what the curriculum should 
look like at Stockbridge – parents are now invited to contribute. 
See the display in the entrance hall. 

140 years 

anniversary 

event 

A Victorian school morning will take place on 10 February.  We will 
share our learning on this with Mpeni Primary in Malawi. 

Parent Staff 

Association 

There are now very few active parent members of the PSA – more 
parents are needed to get involved to ensure feasibility of school 
events and fundraising.   One proposal is to merge the PSA with the 
PC so that the PC committee structure can approve decisions, with 
the fundraising/events team reporting to the committee.   

Action: LS & CT to attend PSA meeting on Wed 25 Jan to represent PC: all parents 
encouraged to attend.  PC reps will spread word among their year groups.  

Nursery Garden Urgent repairs are needed to the centre section of the nursery 
garden.   Volunteers to assist with garden development to be 
sought soon! 
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4. Appointment of Class Representatives 

Both Co-chairs are due to stand down in May 2017, and Secretary is also due to stand 
down.  AM, CT and LS offered to support transition for anyone who wishes to put 
themselves forward.  

 

  5.  Points from class representatives  

Packed lunches & 
eating outside 

FCK confirmed that P4-7 pupils are permitted to eat packed 
lunches outside, all year round, but they have the choice to eat 
in the dining hall.   LB pointed out some of the younger pupils 
are focussed on running around/playing over eating. 

Action: FCK to remind pupils to finish eating before play – support staff continue to 
monitor.  NB parents may request their child is asked to eat inside if issues persist. 

Shortage of books FCK confirmed P5 pupils have access to reading books, but 
sometime used photocopied text extracts for specific issues.  
Increasing P1 numbers has meant additional sets of P1 reading 
scheme texts are needed; CEC do not provide specific funding 
for additional resources when pupil numbers rise.  PSA funding 
has been requested for this. 

Action: PC to draft letter to local councillors re impact of budget cuts in light of 
books issue and support funding as stated in Head Teacher’s Report. 

PC communication 
– event proposal 

CT outlined idea to increase engagement with wider parent 
body; proposed open event, possibly 8.30 am- 9.30 am; offer 
food?   Invite guest speaker?  To be developed by next PC 
meeting.  LS circulated copies of Flora Stevenson’s PC flyer and 
agenda; agreed to trial imitating more ‘newsletter’ style PC 
communications. 

School 
improvement plan – 

PC involvement 

CT raised query about how Parent Council could play greater 
role in developing Standards & Quality Improvment Plan (SQIP).  
FCK advised most of the content is set at CEC level, and that 
themes are put in annual parent questionnaire. NB this year’s 
SQIP can be read in the Policies & Documents section of the 
school website. 

 

6.  Treasurer’s Report 

JN advised the current bank account balance is £773.19. 

 

7.  Any other business                                                                                                                                     

Mpeni 
fundraising 

 

In response to a parent query, AB advised that the funds raised for 
Mpeni are loaded onto a pre-pay card held by Mr Mitengo, which he 
can use to withdraw cash and make purchases.  Any parent wishing 
to make donations to Mpeni can contact Mrs Burton to arrange this. 
Funds raised at Christmas from donations at Christmas Service and 
sale of goods made by Mpeni learners totalled circa £480.  

 
 

 

Next Meeting: Wed 8 March 2017 6pm 


