
 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the Winter Term at 
Stockbridge Nursery! This is always a 
busy and exciting term, starting with 

Halloween parties and ending with festive 
Christmas celebrations.        

The children arrived back from the 
October break and got straight into 
some exciting Halloween activities. It 

was great to see them dressing up in the 
haunted house corner and having fun with 
role play and Halloween crafts. I was 
disappointed that I had to miss the Halloween 
parties, but I have looked at the children’s 
photographs on their Online Learning Journals 
– their costumes were spook-tacular and it 
looked like they had so much fun playing 
ghoulish games and dooking for apples! 

Our next dress up event is Children in 
Need on Friday 18th November. We 
will be asking for a £1 donation for 
your child to wear a fancy dress 

costume. We will also be encouraging children 
(with your help!) to put any spare 1p, 2p and 
5p coins they might have in their piggy banks 
into a jar in nursery throughout the week 
leading up to Children in Need Day. We hope 
to encourage the children to share and think 
of others and to watch our coin collection grow 
over the week. Mrs Stewart has also kindly 
offered to make chocolate truffles and the 
children will be making chocolate crispies to 
sell on Friday from 11am to help raise money 
for this important charity. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
contributed ideas, plans and photos 
to our nursery garden development 

project. These have been displayed in the 
cloakroom and will be discussed on 
Wednesday 16th November at our Garden 
Development Meeting to which you are all 
invited (see the Parent Noticeboard for  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

details). I am so appreciative, as always, for 
your support with this, and look forward to 
helping create a stimulating outdoor space for 
your little people to explore and enjoy. 

We want to make the most of our 
garden even as the weather gets 
cooler. Please remember to provide 

your child with footwear and coats which are 
suitable for cold, wet weather. We are trying 
to encourage children to put their outdoor 
clothing on independently and, with this in 
mind, please support us by avoiding tricky 
fastenings, such as laces in shoes. Labelling 
clothing and shoes with your child’s name is 
important, as is ensuring that indoor shoes are 
put in your child’s bag at the end of the session. 
Thank you for your support with this. 

At Stockbridge Nursery, we greatly 
value the strong links we have with 
our families. It is always lovely to 

have parents and carers in to help with 
activities.  We have had parents come in to 
lead a wide range of sessions such as arts/crafts, 
story-telling, cookery and dance. Most 
recently, David, Charlotte’s dad, ran a lovely 
session involving the morning children in a 
musical story-telling session. If you would like 
to come in to lead an activity, please let us 
know and we can put a date in our diary.  

 Thanks to all who have paid their 
termly snack and resources money. 
Any outstanding payment should be 

given to a member of the nursery team.  If 
your child is part-time, please adjust the full 
time amount of £20 accordingly (50p per 
day). Thank you. 

Just a reminder about our session 
times… We have a ‘soft start’ policy, 
allowing children to arrive within the 

first half hour of their session. If children arrive 



later than this, during our Gather or Group 
time, it can be unsettling for the children and 
it also delays the registration process. We 
therefore ask you make sure that children 
have self-registered using your child’s name 
magnet by 9.00am / 12.50pm. If your child is 
going to be late or if they are unable to attend 
a session, please contact us by phone to let us 
know. Also, as nursery staff have only a half 
hour break for lunch between sessions, we ask 
parents to pick up children and leave the 
nursery garden promptly. Thanks for your 
cooperation with this. 

OUR LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
This term, we will be continuing 
to think about the changing of 
seasons and learning about 
hibernation and nocturnal 

animals. Linking to this, we will think about 
light and dark, looking at creating a dark den 
in the house corner.  

We will focus on ‘People who Help Us’ 
as a topic during November, launching 

with World of Work Week (14-18 November). 
We will explore this through stories, songs and 
visits, the first of which will be from our school 
lollipop lady.  If you are able to come in to talk 
to the children about your job, please speak to 
a member of staff to arrange a visit. 

In December, we will begin to think 
about Christmas, learning about the 
Nativity and looking at celebrations 

around the world, including Mpeni School in 
Malawi. We will be doing lots of Christmas 
crafts (be prepared for glitter!), singing songs 
and enjoying the excitement and anticipation 
of Advent. Our busy term will end with parties 
and Christmas Nativity songs for both nursery 
groups. (Dates to be confirmed). 

Throughout the term, the children 
will be given many opportunities to 
develop their Literacy and 

Numeracy skills through stories, games, 
creative play, problem solving, drama, music 
and art and craft activities. We will also 
continue with our Early Moves PE programme 
as well as our ‘French Fridays’. 

A copy of this term’s Medium Term Plan, 
describing our intended curriculum 
experiences and outcomes in more detail and 

details of our ‘Stockbridge Counts’ focus are 
available on the Parents’ Noticeboard.  

Please be aware that our plans are 
subject to change, as we always 
respond to the children’s current 

interests and ideas, adapting our plans 
accordingly.            

                                                               

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 

w/b 14th November: Keyworker 
Consultations. 

w/b 21st November: Road Safety Week;   
Scottish Book Week 

Sat. 3rd December:  School Christmas Fair. 

Wed. 21st December: Last session for 
afternoon group.   

Thur. 22nd December: Last session for 
morning group.  

Tues. 10th January 2016: Start of new term 

 

Please check the parent noticeboard 
regularly for further news, events 

and information. 

 

The Nursery Team: 

A very warm welcome to Miss 
Thomson, our new Early Years Practitioner 

 Ms Jill Fraser - Class Teacher 
 Miss Gill McGhee - Early Years 

Practitioner (EYP) 
 Mrs Caroline Munro - EYP   
 Miss Karen Thomson - EYP Mon, Tues, 

alternate Fri. 
 Mrs Denise Stewart - EYP Wed, Thurs, 

alternate Fri. 
 Mr Robert Guyan - LSA, morning.s 
 Mrs Odette Bell - LSA Mon, Tues 

mornings 
 Mrs Elaine Mitchell – Class teacher, 

Tuesday mornings. 
 Mrs Laura Smith – Parent volunteer, 

Friday mornings. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 


