
PRIMA    Primary 1/2 NEWSLETTER – TERM 3 

ENGLISH AND LITERACY  

              This term all children will be: 

 Illustrating and creating their own stories with the class teacher and support staff. 

 Choosing their own characters for their stories. 

 Using ‘wow’ words in our writing, especially adjectives and words specific to our topic eg 

Viking words such as longship, helmet  etc. 

 Continuing to work on correct pencil grip and letter formation. 

 Word building and blending using known sounds and letters and a variety of materials. 

 Learning to recognise and write new ‘tricky words.’ 

 Practising their handwriting and presentation skills 

 Reading and writing sentences using correct punctuation and finger spacing.                       

 Continuing to listen for and follow instructions. 

 Talking about their experiences, thoughts and feelings and listening to those of others. 

 

 

P1 ONLY 

Using the Literacy Rich Edinburgh programme to recognise, read, write and sound out 

digraphs -  sh, th, wh, ch etc. 

Reading, discussing and enjoying poems then returning to fiction texts from the ORT 

Reading Scheme, discussing the characters, their feelings and the events in the stories.   

 

P2 ONLY 

P2 spelling focusses on soft ‘g’ words then two syllable compound words eg football, 

aircraft.  The words are selected to contain specific digraphs for revision of p1 sounds. 

Reading groups will focus on all kinds of words eg tricky words, rhyming words, wow 

words, feelings words, longest and shortest words.  We will look at poetry after the 

February break. 

 

 

Homework tasks will be issued on Tuesdays.  Please complete at least one spelling task per week 

(P2) and keep up practise of all words and sounds (P1).  Please continue to use the Stockbridge 

Counts mental maths homework ideas which will help your child with the maths we do in class.  

At the moment the children are learning to recite short poems in Scots.  A ‘Big Homework’ task 

will be issued during the Viking topic - the children should work at this task over a few weeks, 

details to follow. 

 

NUMERACY AND MATHS 

          This term your child will be:  

 Taking part in daily mental maths activities to extend their ability to manipulate numbers 

quickly and accurately 

 Continuing with SEAL maths activities 

 Using the Education City website to play interactive maths games which support the 

maths focus. 

 Experiencing fractions by sharing objects and cutting and drawing to make equal shares. 



 Learning the names and properties of 2d and 3d shapes during project work and within 

maths groups. 

  

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

There will be central net games or Dance twice a week with the class teacher or 

specialist. At the moment we are learning some Scottish Country Dance moves 

for the playground celebration on the 27th.  Please come on the day and watch 

us.  We are also learning the Canadian Barn Dance.  Later we will be using bats 

and balls to practice ‘keepy uppy’, the underarm serve and ‘throw and catch 

tennis’. Please ensure that your child has a full PE kit each day.  Please also NO SHIRTS AND TIES 

on a gym day.  Gym days are now TUESDAY and THURSDAY. 

We are going to use Ready Steady Learn times to experience games which Victorian children might 

have played like Blind Man’s Buff and Hopscotch. 

 

This term there is a whole school focus on ‘KEEP CONNECTED’, details and a homework task have 

been stuck into the homelink jotter.  

 

In Ready, Steady, Learn we will be making sugar plums and decorating gingerbread men, both 

Victorian treats and later in the term we will make some Viking porridge – yum!   
 

Expressive Arts – We will be enriching our Projects through drama, by miming and 

learning to be a good audience.  We will be experiencing printing and making models in art. We will be 

learning a song for our Burns Assembly. This term we have five more weeks with Ms Burdon, the 

drama specialist and then we have the Music Specialist, Mr Briggs.    

 

ICT – Primary 1/2 will use iPads to support all areas of the curriculum. We will use laptops 

this term to send an email and use clicker paint.  We will learn how to keep ourselves 

safe online using a programme called NetSafe. We will also use BEEBOT, a robot toy to 

help us learn about angles and co-ordinates. 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY 

Our main topics this term are Victorians (with the whole school) and Vikings. The Viking project is a 

joint project with P2 and will include a visit to the National Museum of Scotland on Wednesday 8th 

February.  It will finish with an amazing all-day exhibition of our work, with stalls where the children 

will show things they have made or written and talk to parents about their learning.  Details to follow 

soon.  

 

By the end of the term your child will: 

 

 Be able to describe several ways of being a good friend. (Keep Connected project) 

 Be able to talk to familiar adults and peers about their feelings. (as above) 

 Be able to compare the life of a Victorian child to their own. 

 Be able to demonstrate their knowledge of Viking life by talking to visitors to our joint 

exhibition. 
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A CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE 

 

We aim to reflect the four areas of the curriculum in the following ways: 

Successful Learners: we will support the children in working towards achieving their personal learning 

targets created during their discussions with us.  

Confident Individuals: Pupils will welcome adults to the exhibition, talk about their learning, and 

answer your questions. Pupils will all recite a poem to their class. 

Effective Contributors: Pupils will often work together in pairs and groups to produce amazing 

artefacts for the Viking exhibition.  

Responsible Citizens: Pupils will be encouraged to Reduce, Re-use, Recycle within their daily routines 

at school. 

 

 

HOUSEKEEPING 

 Please ensure your child brings their plastic book bag, reading book and  Home/School Journal 

to class each day. 

 Please remember to practise spelling, maths and reading activities. 

 Please inform us in writing of any specific arrangement relating to the collection of your child 

at the end of the day. 

 Please do not allow your child to bring toys from home as they can become lost or damaged and 

cause upset. 

 Please remember to return Reading Books in their bag every Monday. 

 If you have a skill or talent, which you feel you could support us with please let us know. 

 

 

Thank you, Mrs Robertson & Mrs Sarangi. 
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