
PRIMARY 4 NEWSLETTER – TERM 3 

ENGLISH AND LITERACY  

              This term your child will be: 

 Continuing to improve writing by focusing on vocabulary, connectives, openers and 

punctuation (VCOP) 

 Identifying and using basic features of poetry to create poems 

 Developing higher order skills in reading through Highland  

Literacy with a particular focus on character traits and  

the ability to find evidence within the text to support  

these traits 

 Practising their handwriting and presentation skills 

 Continuing to develop responsibility for proof reading and editing own work using the 

Green Polishing Pen 

 Implementing a variety of spelling strategies and using syllables to spell unknown words 

 Actively listening to their Talk Partners and showing respect by tracking who is 

speaking 

 Asking questions when working in Talk Partners 
                                                              

  

NUMERACY AND MATHS 

This term your child will be:  

 Extending knowledge of sequencing and ordering as part of the 

Stockbridge Counts programme 

 Using addition and subtraction to calculate costs and change 

needed 

 Measuring different objects using the appropriate measuring tool 

 Using scales to weigh and record a selection of items 

 Estimating and measuring capacity and volume 

 Consolidating their knowledge of 2D and 3D shapes and using symmetry to describe them 

 Using compass points and right angle turns to give directions 

 Developing a range of problem solving strategies  

 

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

P.E. lessons will be taught each Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. Please ensure that 

your child brings a full and named PE kit each week. Our Scottish Country Dance 

focus will allow children to consolidate the Gay Gordons, Dashing White Sargent and 

Strip the Willow. 

Our badminton focus will encourage children to serve accurately and practise hand-

eye coordination to that they are able to perform rallies with their partner. 

 

This month our PSD programme is ‘Keep Connected’. The main focus of this unit is the importance of 

relationships and the contribution other people make to our well-being. We will be focussing on this 

within class and sharing our learning at an assembly. Our whole school social skill focus this term is 

‘Perseverance’. 

We will also be working in partnership with the Edinburgh Centre for Peace and Justice to focus on 

co-operative games, working together and conflict resolution skills. 



 

ICT – Primary 4 will be using the I-Pads to explore their Woodlands topic. Typing will also be 

a focus and we will continue to use Dance Mat typing and other websites to support this. The 

children also have the opportunity to use a variety of apps on the I-Pads to share their 

learning during reading, maths and written tasks. 

We will be discussing how to keep ourselves safe when using online resources and gaming 

devices. Our focus will be on keeping personal information safe and what to do in the event 

of cyber-bullying. Primary 4 are aware they should have a PPP (Personal Password Person) who 

is a parent/guardian they share their passwords with and how important it is to keep your 

personal information ‘padlocked’ to strangers.  

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDY 

 
Our main topic this term is “Woodlands and Living Things”. In support of the principles of Curriculum 

for Excellence the topics will be used to stimulate lots of exciting work in other curriculum areas. A 

planned visit to Inverleith Park and the Botanic Gardens as well as a walk along the Water of Leith 

with the support of the Water of Leith Conservation  Rangers. This will help to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of woodlands and living things.  In art and design your child will be using 

different media to create collages of habitats.  By the end of the term your child will be able to: 

 Identify a variety of characteristics and features of woodlands 

 Name the main uses of wood and be able to classify of trees 

 Explain the importance of woodlands and their responsibility for caring for it 

 Explain the lifecycle of a butterfly 

 Describe the characteristics of different habitats and identify creatures from each habitat 
 Understand the needs of living things and the responsibility involved in caring for them 

 

A CURRICULUM FOR EXCELLENCE 

In Term 3, we aim to reflect the four areas of the curriculum in the following ways:  

Successful Learners: success criteria will continue to be shared through “I can” statements and 

lessons will continue to be relevant and stimulating with lots of opportunities for meaningful learning.  

Confident Individuals: pupils will be encouraged to prepare and ask questions, and show initiative.  

Effective Contributors: We will work in cooperative learning groups and in our house teams to 

complete a number of tasks and challenges.  

Responsible Citizens: pupils will continue to be encouraged to take some responsibility for their own 

behaviour and learning. 

HOMEWORK 

Homework is issued on a Tuesday and returned on the following Monday. Please ensure your child has 

completed homework by Monday. Please remember, activities should only take 

15 minutes at most. 

Pupils should bring a pencil case, with sharpened pencils, rubber and 

rulers to class each day. A glue stick and scissors are very useful 

additions! 

Many thanks for your ongoing support,  

Mrs Sinclair & Mrs Mitchell  


