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About the service

We carried out an unannounced inspection of Stockbridge Primary School Nursery Class in Edinburgh on
Tuesday 31 October 2017. We returned on Wednesday 8 November to complete the inspection and provide
feed back to the service. At this inspection we spoke with six children and Hve parents. We observed staff
practice throughout the nursery and checked documentation relevant to the inspection.

The Care Inspectorate regulates care services in Scotland. Information in relation to all care services is available
on our website at www.careinspectorate.com.

Stockbridge Primary School Nursery Class is situated in the grounds of Stockbridge Primary School in Edinburgh.
The service is registered to provide a daycare service to a maximum of 40 children under primary school age.

The nursery has its own entrance area and its own kitchen area, three toilets and a safe enclosed outdoor area
of the playground. The nursery also have access to the main school hall to allow children to take part in more
energetic play.

We carried out a themed inspection. This targeted approach means that we looked at identiHed aspects focusing
on children's experiences in the themes we looked at. These were:

Care and Support.
Environment.

On the day of the inspection there were 25 children, the class teacher, three early years practitioners and one
pupil support assistant present.

The Care Inspectorate is committed to improving the health and wellbeing of all children receiving a care service.
We want to ensure they have the best start in life, are ready to succeed and live longer, healthier lives.

We check services are meeting the principles of Getting it Right for Every Child (also known as GIRFEC). Set up by
the Scottish Government, GIRFEC is a national approach to working in a consistent way with all children and
young people. It is underpinned by the principles of prevention and early intervention.

The approach helps services focus on what makes a positive difference for children and young people - and what
they can do to improve. GIRFEC is being woven into all policy, practice, strategy and legislation that affect
children, young people and their families.
There are eight wellbeing indicators at the heart of GIRFEC. They are: safe, healthy, achieving, nurtured, active,
respected, responsible and included. They are often referred to as the SHANARRI indicators. We use these
indicators at inspection, to assess how services are making a positive difference for children. Information on
SHANARRI can be found at: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/young-People/gettingitright.

What people told us

We observed the children throughout the inspection and found them to be happy in their environment and were
engaged with a variety of activities throughout the sessions. They interacted conHdently with staff and
approached them for support when needed.
We sent 20 Care Inspectorate care standards questionnaires to the service to distribute to parents. Parents
returned seven completed questionnaires before the inspection.
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Representative comments included:
"Stockbridge nursery is a happy, positive environment and my children have thrived and blossomed under their
nurturing support and enjoyment."

"There were 40 children in a class before the summer and it was overwhelming. My child and many others were
vocal about this and were generally more emotional and tired. It has been much better since the new term when
the class was smaller. I would appreciate a bit more information before starting my child at nursery, the structure
of the day, behaviour policy etc. Some information is available but it's mostly on site on bulletin boards so you
can only see it while you are actually there. Overall the nursery is very good. The teachers clearly care for the
children's wellbeing and they plan an excellent range of activities. The indoor and outdoor environments are
enriching and well looked after. My child is happy there".

We discussed these comments with the service and saw the wide range of information shared with parents prior
to them starting in the service. We could not suggest the service do anything further to address this.

"Stockbridge Primary has a fantastic team of staff. The children always seem to enjoy themselves and I love the
sharing whiteboard. I always read it with my child so that we can talk about what has happened in the day".

"The staff at Stockbridge nursery have always been friendly, caring and supportive and seems to be the perfect
environment for our child".

"The nursery teacher is genuinely a warm hearted loving teacher which is the number one criteria for me. All the
staff seem to get along well with each other which is amazing to see. My child enjoys going too".

Self assessment

The service had not been asked to complete a self assessment in advance of the inspection. We looked at their
own improvement plan and quality assurance paperwork. These demonstrated their priorities for development
and how they were monitoring the quality of the provision within the service.

From this inspection we graded this service as:

Quality of care and support 5 - Very Good
Quality of environment 5 - Very Good
Quality of staf&ng not assessed
Quality of management and leadership not assessed

What the service does well

We found that staff and the senior management team of the nursery continued to have a strong commitment to
providing the best quality of care and support for the children in their care. They clearly valued and respected
both children and parents and provided various ways for them to be involved in developing the service.

Staff demonstrated that they knew the children in their care and were respectful and nurturing in their
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interactions with them. They gave encouragement to children during their play. Staff were knowledgeable about
involving children to gain their views and suggestions in order to plan activities and experiences.

The outdoor environment supported active play and children made good use of a range of equipment to promote
their physical development. The focus on outdoor learning meant that children were able to develop their skills
including problem solving skills through natural materials. Activities such as loose parts play with crates and
tyres meant that children were able to experience risk and challenge in their play. There were no restrictions on
where children chose to play and this ensured they were given opportunities to explore the natural environment.
This helped support their growing independence and decision-making skills.

The nursery environment was calm and relaxed. Carefully laid out play spaces, well organised resources and
interesting activities available helped ensure happy and engaged children. Staff were skilled at supporting
children's play and provided experiences which challenged them and enriched their learning in the environment.
We saw that play was not stiIed or stopped but encouraged and nurtured until the child decided it was
concluded.

Staff were fully aware of how to safe guard children in their care. Speaking to staff highlighted that they had
good knowledge in this area and they understood their responsibility for protecting the children in their care.

A 'Parent Action Group' was successful in encouraging parents to be part of nursery life. This inclusive and
welcoming approach meant parents and staff worked together to share information and expertise, and to make
decisions in order to give children rich experiences and inIuence outcomes.

We discussed the 'Read On Get On Campaign' This was produced by 'Save the Children' to get every child
reading well by the age of 11 across the whole of the UK by 2025. We could see the service had implemented the
'Bedtime Read' to support children with this. More information on this can be found at:
https://www.savethechildren.org.uk/sites/default/Hles/images/Read_On_Get_On.

What the service could do better

In the information leaIet provided to parents we saw that a child protection statement had not been added to
inform parents what responsibility staff have to safe guard children. Whilst we acknowledge a policy was in place
for this we would expect a service to include this in the information for parents so they are aware that staff have
a duty to safeguard children in their care. The progress of this will be followed up at the next inspection.

We saw children playing outdoors on bikes and scooters without wearing helmets. We asked the service to
consider providing children with helmets to promote safety and set good habits for the future.

During the inspection we saw that only one staff member was Hrst aid trained. Whilst we acknowledge
that there are teachers within the school trained, we would expect a service to have more than one member of
staff trained in the nursery.
The progress of this will be followed up at the next inspection.

Requirements
Number of requirements: 0
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Recommendations
Number of recommendations: 0

Complaints

There have been no complaints upheld since the last inspection. Details of any older upheld complaints are
published at www.careinspectorate.com.

Inspection and grading history

Date Type Gradings

26 Jan 2015 Unannounced Care and support 5 - Very good
Environment 5 - Very good
StafHng 5 - Very good
Management and leadership 5 - Very good

18 Jan 2012 Unannounced Care and support 6 - Excellent
Environment 6 - Excellent
StafHng Not assessed
Management and leadership Not assessed
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To &nd out more

This inspection report is published by the Care Inspectorate. You can download this report and others from our
website.

Care services in Scotland cannot operate unless they are registered with the Care Inspectorate. We inspect, award
grades and help services to improve. We also investigate complaints about care services and can take action
when things aren't good enough.

Please get in touch with us if you would like more information or have any concerns about a care service.

You can also read more about our work online at www.careinspectorate.com

Contact us

Care Inspectorate
Compass House
11 Riverside Drive
Dundee
DD1 4NY

enquiries@careinspectorate.com

0345 600 9527

Find us on Facebook

Twitter: @careinspect

Other languages and formats

This report is available in other languages and formats on request.

Tha am foillseachadh seo ri fhaighinn ann an cruthannan is cànain eile ma nithear iarrtas.
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