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Welcome to Stockbridge Primary School. 

 

We want the move from home or Nursery into Primary 1 to be positive and 

enjoyable for your child to ensure a smooth transition.  We will build on your 

child’s pre-school experiences and many activities will be familiar, but there are 

some important differences between nursery and school. 

 

Before August your child will have met some of the school staff and attended 

all or some of our transition activities such as the Alphabet and Number fun 

session, Primary 1 Taster Morning and a school assembly. Children attending 

Stockbridge Nursery will also have enjoyed the opportunity of attending and 

taking part in assemblies and whole school events, sharing learning with classes, 

playing in our playground and visiting Primary 1. Throughout their nursery year 

there will have been opportunities to work alongside P1 on shared thematic 

projects and cross-curricular activities.   

 

To help the transition from Nursery to Primary 1, we arrange a Taster Morning 

in June.  Children will be welcomed by their teachers and taken to the Primary 1 

classroom with their classmates for a short time.  Please be aware that some 

children find the separation more challenging than others.  Staff will be on hand 

to support and build confidence. 

 

Once your child has been at school for a few weeks, all parents are invited to a 

curriculum evening led by the class teachers.  Please make every effort to 

attend this event as it is an opportunity to find out what learning looks like in 

your child’s class and how you can support their 

learning.  

 

There is also a whole school Open Morning in 

September, when your child can take you on a 

tour of their classroom and the whole school!  

 

Our aim is to ensure your child looks forward 

to starting school and we hope that our 

transition events will aid a smooth move from 

pre-school to primary school and help you to 

support your child at this time. 

 

Faye Calder-Kelly 

Head Teacher 
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Starting School 
 

School begins at 8.55am. It is important that your child arrives on time – aim to be in 

the playground at least 5 minutes before to allow your child to settle and prepare for 

parting from you. 

 

Induction 
 

Our Primary 1 children will be organized into two classes this year: a Primary 1 class and 

a Primary 1/2 composite class.   They will each have their own dedicated class teacher 

as well as working with specialist teachers and a range of support staff. 

 

Primary 1 pupils start school in two smaller groups on separate dates.  Start dates will 

be allocated on a purely alphabetical basis, with half the class being welcomed on the 

first day (16.8.17) and the other half on the second day (17.8.17) allowing time for the 

teacher to settle the children into their new classroom. ALL children will attend school 

together on Friday the 18th August. This staggered intake helps the children to begin 

to establish a relationship with their class teacher and allows them to focus very 

clearly on the many organisational routines that they need to learn.  

 

Group 1:         Wednesday  16th August 

Group 2:    Thursday 17th August 

Whole Class:   Friday  18th August 

 

 

School hours are – 

 
Monday to Thursday 8.55 am - 2.55pm 

Fridays   8.55 am – 12.25pm 
 
During the first few weeks, the teacher will be getting to know your child, their 

strengths and areas of interest.  Much of the focus of the daily activities is on 

establishing routines and early literacy and numeracy skills.  Gradually other areas of 

the curriculum will be added as the children cope better with routines. Even with this 

gradual start, many of your children will be very tired in the first few weeks. We 

expect this and so should you – please don’t arrange lots of after-school activities for 

them and they may need to go to bed early! 
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General Starting Information 
 

What you need to bring 
Each child should bring a school bag, a gym kit, a water bottle, a jacket for outdoor 

learning, and an appropriate healthy snack for playtime.  

 

School Uniform 
Parents and pupils voted in session 2004/05 to aim for 100% wearing of uniform 

Monday to Thursday. Friday is an optional ‘dress down’ day, unless children are going on 

a school trip, when uniform will be required. Parents and pupils can of course choose 

uniform on Fridays. 

 

School Uniform, consists of black blazer, grey or black trousers/skirt/pinafore, white 

polo shirt, or white shirts/blouses and red or black sweatshirts. Black and yellow 

striped school ties and school blazer badges are also available. No football shirts, 
scarves etc. may be worn to school.  
 

All uniform items may be purchased using the order form available from the school 

office. You can also order uniform online at www.superlogo.co.uk or www.koolskools.co.uk 

(for our FairTrade supplier).  
 

PE Kit 

In the interests of hygiene and safety and in order that pupils can participate fully in 

PE and games they should be provided with named shorts, T-shirts and gym shoes or 

trainers which they keep in a named bag on their peg at all times.  Please note that no 

jewellery should be worn. 

 

Milk and Snacks 
Parents may want to pay for their child to have milk at break, or provide water in a 

drinking bottle.  Payment for milk is done through ParentPay. Milk money is paid at 

specific times throughout the session - details of due date and price will be issued to 

pupils during the first weeks.  Free milk is available for those that qualify. 

 

We are a health promoting school. We encourage you to provide your child with fruit, 

vegetables or an alternative healthy snack. As a school we discourage juice and all fizzy 

drinks as well as chocolate, sweets and other fatty or sugary snacks. We would 

appreciate your support with this.   

 

Personal items 
Many pupils are thrilled to come to school with new clothes, P.E. kit, water bottle, lunch 

box etc.  It is surprising how many of these precious new belongings are mislaid!  To try 

to avoid as much distress as possible by labelling everything as clearly as you can. 

 

. 

http://www.superlogo.co.uk/
http://www.koolskools.co.uk/
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Items of clothing which have been found within the school are kept in a lost property 

cupboard in the main school entrance, for a short period of time, where they can be 

claimed by pupils and parents. 

 

Lunchtimes  
All Primary 1 pupils are entitled to a free school lunch. There is the choice of either 

taking a hot school lunch provided by Edinburgh City Council from Monday to Thursday 

and a cold lunch on a Friday, or bringing a packed lunch from home. Lunch orders must 

be made each week on a THURSDAY for the following week using our online ordering 

system (see separate information in your welcome pack). 

 

Communication  
The school aims to keep parents as well informed as possible.  It is essential that two 

way communication exists and flourishes.  A newsletter is sent home every month. 

Copies of newsletters and school news and updates can be found on the school website 

www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com.  We also send out updates and share 

learning on Twitter @stockbridge_ps. 

 

Your child’s class teacher will regularly update your child’s Online Learning Journal.  You 

will be able to access this at any time to look at their progress and learning.  We 

encourage parents to make their own comments and share achievements from home 

using the Learning Journal. 

 

At the beginning of each term, parents will receive a class newsletter from their child’s 

class teacher detailing the curriculum, homework expectations and any class excursions. 

 

As an eco-school we are keen to communicate with parents using ParentMail an 

electronic communication system.  This enables us to send out regular updates by email 

and text alerts when needed. Parents are asked to ensure that contact details are kept 

up to date to ensure efficient communication between school and home. 

 

If, at any time, you wish further clarification about your child’s work, or progress, 

please do not hesitate to contact the school to arrange a meeting with the class 

teacher or a member of the school management team. 

 

Absence 
We appreciate being notified in advance of medical appointments, or any other reasons 

why your child will be absent.  In the event of an unplanned absence please telephone 

the school 0131 332 6109 or e-mail admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk at the earliest 

opportunity.   

 

We would also ask that parents try to arrange holidays outwith term times.  Absence 

due to taking holidays during term time will be recorded as unauthorised except under 

very exceptional circumstances. 

 

http://www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com/
mailto:admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk
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Parent -Teacher Meetings 
First thing in the morning is an extremely important and busy time for Primary 1.  

Parents often wish to share information with the class teacher but we would ask that 

you do so, where possible, at the end of the day when you collect your child.  Ideally, 

when you wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s education, either with the class 

teacher or a member of the school management team, we would request that you 

contact the school and arrange a meeting.   

 

Start of the day 
In Primary 1 we want to begin the day in a fun, relaxed 

way.  Primary 1 Parents can join the class for the first 20 

minutes of the day on a rota basis. In the past this time 

of day was unsettling for some of the children. They had 

just parted from their parents and would have been 

expected to sit at carpet time for registration. We want 

all our children to be in a positive frame of mind to start 

their learning and relaxed enough to engage in new 

learning 

 

During this time the children will self-register and then participate in play activities 

designed to practice a new skill or reinforce previous learning. Parents may play with 

their child, share in their child’s learning and be asked to support other children with 

their learning.  After 20 minutes a clear signal will be made and parents will be invited 

to depart.   

 

You will be given further information about this at the Primary 1 Curriculum Evening in 

September where you will also be given the opportunity to volunteer for the parent 

rota. 

 

Structure of the Day 
 

The school day is more structured than nursery and this will mean your child will be 

tired at the end of the day. 

 

Adult/Child Ratio 
During the pre-school years at home or in nursery a child enjoys plenty of adult 

attention from parents and nursery staff.  In Primary 1 there is a much higher 

adult/pupil ratio.  This means that each child has to share his/her teacher’s attention.  

There will also be a pupil support assistant for part of the morning to support literacy 

and numeracy. 

 

Going out in the playground 
This is a new experience which can prove daunting for some children. Initially Primary 1 

children will have an early playtime so that they become accustomed to the setting 

. 
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without having to cope with too many other children dashing about. Your child will have 

an identified Primary 6 buddy who they will have met on their Primary 1 Taster 

Morning.  Their buddy will accompany them at playtime and for their first few lunches 

until they feel confident in the playground and lunch hall. We encourage all our pupils to 

take care of one another. The school gates are locked during playtimes and playground 

supervisors are on duty at morning break and lunchtime. 

 

  

 

Working in a Group 
Many of the activities enjoyed in the nursery are continued in to Primary 1, such as 

painting, role play, art and craft, singing, listening to stories etc.  Gradually the routine 

of each day becomes more structured as new skills are introduced.  Children will have 

opportunities to work individually, in pairs and in groups.  Groups are organised in lots of 

different ways.  Sometimes children work in friendship groups, mixed ability groups and 

with children with similar skills. Throughout Primary 1 and beyond, groups are regularly 

reviewed and adjusted. 

 

Preparing your child for School 
 
Your child will enter primary school along with many other four and five year olds who 

are becoming independent for the first time.  What really helps us most is if your child 

is ready for learning, and the most important things you can teach your child are 

INDEPENDENCE and RESPONSIBILITY. The social skills your child needs to start 

school are at this stage more important than whether he/she can write their name or 

count to one hundred! 

 

Social Skills 
Teaching your child to be independent is hard on both of you.  It will almost always take 

longer if you get them to do things themselves. Nevertheless, letting them have a go is 

the only way to greater independence, so plan to allow extra time if this is required. 

Please be patient; encourage confidence and don’t criticise if things aren’t exactly to 

your liking – praise your child’s efforts at every opportunity. 



8 

 

Prepare your child for school by teaching your child to: 

 put on and take off their coats and hang them up 

 get undressed and changed for PE  

Learning to take off their own clothes and to keep their clothes tidy so they can 

find them and get dressed again afterwards is a big challenge. Please bear this 

in mind when you are buying coats and shoes for your children – Velcro-fastened 

shoes are easiest; toggles may be 

simpler than zips or buttons. Help them 

to practice fastening new garments at 

home. 

 take themselves to the toilet  

Remind them to flush properly and wash 

their hands. 

 use a handkerchief or tissue  

Tissues are always available in the 

classroom. 

 use a knife and fork and sit sensibly 

whilst eating 

You can help by encouraging good table manners at home.   

 wait for attention 

Being at school means learning to live in a crowd - Try to ensure your child knows 

how to take turns and how to share toys. Children are naturally egocentric and 

feel what they have to say is most important. Help your child to learn to wait 

his/her turn by not allowing him/her to interrupt your conversations; instead 

make him or her wait until you are ready. 

 be responsible 

In school we encourage the children to be responsible from the start, e.g. we 

expect them to be able to hand in letters (in an envelope) to the teacher 

themselves rather than you delivering them to the office. Start entrusting your 

child with messages and small jobs. 

 

Questions  
Your child’s questioning is his/her way of learning about and coming to terms with 

his/her world.  Talking, listening and answering questions contribute towards developing 

curiosity and ability to listen and concentrate which are important for a child’s 

progress in school.  

 

Try to: 

 Talk together about many experiences which you share every day. 

 Listen carefully to what your child has to say.  Time is a valuable resource and 

time spent with your growing child will pay dividends later. 

 Ask their opinion and encourage them to explain their reasoning for their choice. 
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Teaching and Learning 
 
The work we cover in Stockbridge Primary School follows the values and principles in ‘A 

Curriculum for Excellence’. 

 

A Curriculum for Excellence 
A Curriculum for Excellence was introduced to raise standards of learning and teaching 

and help improve our children’s life chances.  

 

It brings real life into the classroom and takes lessons beyond the classroom. It 

promises to support children in every way possible so that they can fulfil their 

potential and make the most of their opportunities.  All those working with children and 

young people will be responsible for delivering skills in literacy and numeracy – skills 

that unlock other subjects and are vital in everyday life.   All staff will be responsible 

for young people’s health and wellbeing and for identifying the personal support a child 

needs on a day-to-day basis.  

 

Staff will work together to plan a child’s ‘learning journey’ from 3 to 18. They will 

ensure young people can learn in a way that works for them, at a pace they can cope 

with and with enough challenge to stretch them. Staff will support them as they move 

up from nursery to primary, on to secondary and beyond.  

 

Professionals can teach subjects more creatively, work together and with others, and 

share best practice, ideas and innovation. Ultimately, the aim is to improve our 

children’s achievements and life chances, to nurture successful learners, confident 

individuals, effective contributors, and responsible citizens.  

 

Pupils will experience teaching and learning at all stages in the following curriculum 

areas: 

Literacy & Language 

Mathematics & Numeracy 

Health & Wellbeing 

Expressive Arts 

Sciences 

Social Studies 

Technologies 

Religious and Moral Education 

 
Each day children will be involved in Numeracy and 

Literacy activities. Early numeracy will involve 

practical activities of working with numbers to 10 in 

a range of ways.  There will also be work on 
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mathematical concepts such as time, patterns and sequences, collecting information and 

shape.   

 

Early reading will involve sharing books with the class teacher and you at home: learning 

key vocabulary and common words as well as building phonic skills through learning 

initial sounds.   
 

 

Learning through play 

 
Play is a key part of children’s enjoyment and development. Through play children 

create their own culture, develop their abilities, explore their creativity, challenge 

their limitations and assumptions and learn about the people and places around them. At 

Stockbridge we believe the play is very important and that through play pupils can 

access the curriculum at a developmentally appropriate stage.  

 

This provision will enhance the acquisition and practice of skills, allow socialising 

amongst pupils and allow them to gain knowledge in a relaxed and fun way.  Our 

provision will include sand and water play, construction materials, imaginative and role 

play and using small world materials. Primary 1 children have also have access to 

drawing, writing and modelling activities. Pupils will access different areas of a 

Curriculum for Excellence by learning through play.   

 

Assessment, recording and reporting 
In Primary 1 we use a variety of assessment strategies. The learning intentions are set 

for each lesson with success criteria clearly identified or co-created with the pupils. 

This ensures your child knows what s/he is going to learn and will receive continuous 

feedback which will help identify next steps.  

 

When pupils first enter Primary 1 they are assessed using Pre-School transition 

reports, class teacher observations and City of Edinburgh Baseline Assessments in both 

Literacy and Numeracy.  The results of all of these assessments help teachers to 

identify the correct starting point for each pupil, the next steps in each pupil’s 

education and possible grouping within the class.  Please note that groupings are fluid.   

All children have different learning journeys and the Baseline is only one of many 

methods used to assess pupils and plan to meet their learning needs. 

 

How can you help your child? 
 
Parents are usually keen to know how best to help their child before starting and in the 

early days of school.  The following suggestions may be of help:  

 

Getting ready to learn 
This is the most important skill to develop.  Try to interact with your child so that a 

good dialogue builds up and your child is able to listen to answers as well as ask 
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questions.  Talk about what you are doing.  Communication between parent and child is a 

major stepping-stone towards learning.   An audio story tape may form an additional 

stimulus to get your child listening.  Watching and discussing television programmes, 

reading a variety of books including information texts and going on outings together can 

also encourage curiosity. 

 

Getting ready to count 
All kinds of activities at home help to develop your child’s ability to observe and make 

sense of his/her world.   Encourage your child to help with  

 Baking 

 Setting the table 

 Washing 

 Putting things away 

 

These kind of activities which involve sorting into groups or categories (e.g. putting 

away cutlery) and matching are particularly good for laying a foundation for maths 

skills and are more important than the ability to memorise 1,2,3. 

 

Board games and puzzles are also really good, e.g. snakes and ladders or dominoes. Out 

and about, look at house numbers, or count the number of red cars you see.  Maths is 

everywhere and at this age, with almost no effort, any journey, shopping trip, waiting 

time or mealtime can be turned into a maths game. Most of all…have FUN! 

 

Getting ready to read 
To assist your child in developing a life-long love of reading, let your child see you 

reading often. Let your child see that it is both useful and fun. Read to your child from 

books which are well illustrated.  Encourage your child to talk about the pictures and 

story, to predict what might happen, ask questions and relate stories to their own 

experiences.   

 

Reading poetry and rhymes is really good for developing an awareness of sounds.    

Encourage your child to turn pages carefully, showing that words are read from left to 

right.  Pay attention to the mechanics of reading, e.g. holding the book, and turning the 

page. Let your finger go under the words as you read from left to right. Keep reading 

with your child even when reading skills have been mastered and make good use of the 

local library. 

 

Teach your child simple songs and rhymes to develop your child’s memory. Play simple 

games, like I Spy to encourage recognition of letter sounds and ‘Spot the Difference’ 

to aid observation and therefore future reading skills. 

 

Draw attention to words in the street, on TV, on cereal packets etc. Use letter sounds, 

not letter names. 

 

 

 



12 

 

Getting ready to write 
Let your child see you write – shopping lists, telephone messages etc. Get your child to 

make up messages and help him/her to ‘write ‘them’.  Help to develop his/her 

observation skills and recall by sorting shapes, doing jigsaws or matching snap cards. 

Try writing his/her name and let him/her trace the letters with his/her finger.  (Please 

always try to use lower case writing and ensure proper formation!) 

 

Help your child to develop his/her fine motor skills by modeling with plasticine, 

painting, drawing on a blackboard or with crayons, joining the dots, colouring-in  etc. 

These are all activities which help with the co-ordination needed to write. 

 

If your child shows an interest in writing, encourage this activity but bear in mind the 

following points: 

 Allow the pencil to be held in whichever hand is the most comfortable, but 

encourage the correct grip. 

 Encourage even the most rudimentary marks or squiggles which are sometimes 

“read” by the child.   

 Drawings are used in school to develop early story writing skills.   

 Sometimes children who are eager to write use capital letters as they see them 

so much in the world around them.  If your child does show eagerness to write, 

try and show them the letter formation we use in school – available in your 

welcome pack.   

 

Most important of all… 
It is vital to make learning fun.  Try not to pressurise your child.  Children thrive on 

encouragement – give lots of praise!  Try not to become over anxious and compare 

children with their peers.  All children are different and vary in their readiness to 

learn new skills.  

 

Partnership with Parents 
 
Children and young people need to be properly equipped 

for learning – well-rested, enjoying healthy food, 

organised, feeling positive and supported. A strong 

partnership between home and school, based on caring 

for children and sharing useful information, is the best 

way to support children and young people in their 

learning and in their personal development.  

 

Pupils, parents/carers, teachers and school staff all have a responsibility to monitor 

the engagement of children and young people in learning. Effective communication 

pathways between home and school are essential for sharing both achievements and 

concerns. 
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Parent Helpers 
We have an excellent record of support from parents.  We have helpers who support 

pupils in a wide range of activities such as reading, number games, art and craft and 

school trips.  All our pupils benefit tremendously from this extra help.   

 

Do you have a talent or skill to share?  Perhaps you could spare us a few hours of your 

time.  We welcome you to join us if you can. 

 

Conclusion 
 
As you will now appreciate the pupils of Primary 1 have a busy and interesting day.  It 

should prove a rewarding year for the pupils as they develop and mature.  

 

It is a rewarding year for the class teacher too, as they can identify the learning that 

has been acquired by their pupils.  However, only so much can be achieved by the pupils 

themselves.  It is therefore extremely beneficial that the achievements of the pupils 

and the hard work of the teacher are supplemented and supported with continual help 

and encouragement from parents/carers throughout this important first year at 

primary school.  

 

Through parental consultations, individual personal targets and our Online Learning 

Journals we will keep you informed about your child’s progress.  However, should you 

wish to discuss any aspect of your child’s education, please contact us.  Remember, we 

are here to help. 

 
 

I look forward to welcoming your child to Stockbridge Primary and hope all pupils 

have a very enjoyable and successful year in Primary 1 

 

Faye Calder-Kelly (Head Teacher) 

. 

 


