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P2 LITERACY learning 

 

Our Literacy Rich Phonics programme will focus on split 

diagraphs which we call the ‘magic e’. The children are 

learning that adding an e at the end of a word changes a 

short vowel sound into a long one. Children will also 

continue to practise 3 new ‘tricky words’ each week. 

These are commonly used words which we can’t slide 

through using our learned sounds so they must be 

learned. 

 

This term, new reading books will be introduced during 

reading lessons on a Thursday. Book bags will remain in 

class as before on Thursdays and will go home on a 

Friday. Children will read and discuss their books with a 

different focus each day: 

• Thursday – enjoying the text. 

• Friday – pursuit of meaning 

• Monday – author’s use of language 

• Tuesday – depth of understanding (this may be 

looking at a different text or the children’s own 

book choice) 

We will also be using the script for our Christmas show 

in our reading time and children will be encouraged to 

read with fluency and expression. 

 

We will be continuing to practise our handwriting and 

presentation skills. We will continue to work on writing in 

sentences using full stops, exclamation marks and 

question marks. We will be learning to write for a 

variety purposes and our writing will include stories, 

poems, letters, posters and programmes.  

 

P2 NUMERACY AND MATHEMATICS learning 

 

We are continuing to use the SEAL programme 

to develop children’s knowledge of number. We 

will explore and discuss strategies to develop 

children’s mathematical learning. Our key 

learning will be: 

• Recognising and sequencing numerals 

including decade and off-decade numerals. 

• Finding the difference between two numbers 

by counting the steps from one to another. 

• Combining and sharing concrete materials to 

develop early multiplication and division 

strategies. 

• Using tools such as number lines, hundred 

squares and Numicon to assist our learning.  

 

 

 

 

The Stockbridge Counts programme will give 

children regular opportunities to develop their 

mental agility with number. This term we are 

practising one, two and three numbers before 

and after. 

 

Our Maths focus this term will be Time. We will 

be securing our knowledge of seasons, months 

and days, using calendars to plan key events. We 

will learn to tell the time using 12 hour clocks, 

initially focussing on o’clock, half past, quarter to 

and quarter past.  

P2 HEALTH AND WELLBEING learning 

PE lessons will continue to be on Mondays and 

Fridays. We are looking at gymnastic skills and will 

focus on agility, strength and balance. We will also 

be looking at dance and movement as we move 

towards our Christmas show. 

Our Building Resilience topic this term is ‘Keep 

Connected’. Children will be learning about the 

importance of having caring relationships. The key 

messages are: 

• We all need good relationships in our lives 

• Relationships are important for our health and 

wellbeing 

• It takes effort to get along with others. 

This will be particularly important as we join with 

the P1 classes and P2/3 to rehearse and perform 

our Christmas Show. 

 

There will also be a whole-school Anti-Bullying focus 

on the week beginning 11th November. We will be 

discussing the different forms bullying can take and   

what we should do if we witness or experience 

bullying. We will emphasise again the importance of 

kindness and treating others as we wish to be 

treated, two of our class ‘Respect Rules’.  

 

Road Safety Week starts 18th November and we will 

be discussing how to travel safely, especially during 

the dark winter months. 
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 P2 INTERDISCIPLINARY learning 

Next week, we will be introducing the children to this 

year’s seasonal show, which is non-religious this year. 

The show has an environmental theme, which is very 

appropriate for our class, many of whom have become 

real eco warriors after last term’s workshops! We will 

be extending our learning about environmental issues 

and thinking of ways we can make a difference in our 

classroom, our school and our local area. 

The children will be learning songs and dances for the 

show and the P2s will all have the opportunity to have a 

small speaking part in the performance.  

Children will also help make props and design posters, 

programmes and tickets. 

P2 WIDER SCHOOL LIFE and OTHER learning 

• We will continue with our French lessons, learning 

simple vocabulary through role play, games and 

songs. 

• ICT will be used to support numeracy and literacy 

using the SmartBoard and iPads. 

• In RME, we will be thinking about Christmas and will 

some of the traditions of the festive season in 

different parts of the world.  

I am keen for you to help with this in December, by 

sending photographs pictures or a description of any 

of your family festive traditions. 

OTHER NEWS AND REMINDERS 

HOME LEARNING                                                                                                                  

Home Learning Journals will be sent home on Tuesdays and should be returned to me in their book bag on Mondays. Please support 

your child to complete the tricky word sheet which will be stuck in their jotter.  Children should trace then copy the words and 

use the space below to practise writing them. They will be tested on these and some magic e words on a Thursday.  You will find a 

new Home Learning Wall stuck in the back inside cover of their Home Learning Journal. As discussed with most of you at parent 

consultations, the tasks on this are for guidance and inspiration and to encourage your child to do a variety of different learning 

activities at home. Do not feel tied to the tasks on the Home Learning Wall; I would love to see evidence of any home learning 

your child has done over the week including interesting days out, outdoor and sporting activities and achievements. I choose a few 

of these to show and discuss on Tuesdays during Circle Time and the children are always very proud to share their learning with 

the class.                                                                                                                                                                                    

Please continue to ensure that your child brings their reading book in their clear plastic book bag Monday - Thursday.  Children 

will have been introduced to their reading book in class, but it is still important to read and discuss the book with your child at 

home. Reading regularly with your child from a book or comic of their choice will greatly enhance their literacy and learning, so 

aim to do some reading with them each day.                                                                                                                            

LITTER PICK                                                                                                                           

In order to complete the ‘3 P Pledge’ challenge from last term, we must complete a beach or riverside litter pick. I plan to do this 

on Wednesday 13 November (weather permitting) during an extended Ready Steady Learn session. We will walk a short way along 

the Water of Leith armed with gloves and rubbish bags.  Once this is evidenced, Jo from Wild Planet Explorers will send the 

children their certificates. Jo was most impressed with the class at the workshops last term and has posted some of the 

children’s resulting posters and pledges on her ’Wild Planet Explorers’ Facebook page – have a look with your child, I’m sure they 

will enjoy seeing their work and Jo’s lovely comments.                                                                                                                  

READY STEADY LEARN                                                                                                           

Thank you to all parents who volunteered to help in Ready Steady Learn sessions. I have put a timetable up on the window which 

includes all parents who returned slips to me. I would love to utilise your skills during these sessions, so if any of you have an idea 

of a simple activity you would like to lead on your RSL day (eg art/craft, woodwork, French) let me know.                                                                                                                                                                       

ONLINE LEARNING JOURNALS                                                                                                    

All children have posts on their Online Learning Journals evidencing their learning in Literacy, Numeracy and a Health and 

Wellbeing. I have also commented on other aspects of their learning including last term’s workshops and included lots of photos. 

Looking at the OLLJ regularly with your child is a great way to stimulate discussions about their learning. Many thanks to those 

parents who leave feedback on the OLLJ, I really appreciate your comments and thumbs ups. If you are having problems 

accessing the Online Learning Journals, please let the office staff know.                                                                             

WINTER WEATHER                                                                                                                

With the change in the weather, it is important that your child wears appropriate clothing, including a warm, waterproof jacket 

and weatherproof shoes. 

Looking forward to a wonderful – and particularly exciting  - term!                                 Jill Fraser    
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