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P2 LITERACY LEARNING 
 

Children will continue to follow the Literacy Rich Phonics 

programme. We will be following Block 5 lessons until the 

February half term, introducing one syllable words with soft c 

and soft g. Children will practise segmenting and blending 

words such as ace grace, fence, budge. After half term, 

children will be segmenting and word-building two-syllable 

compound words, for example rainbow, banknote, speedboat.  

 

Each week, children will learn three new common or ‘tricky’ 

words. They will be introduced on Monday and sent home on a 

handwriting sheet along with examples of soft c and g words. 

This sheet will be stuck into their home learning journal which will 

come home on a Tuesday. Please support your child to 

complete the sheet and learn the spellings; they will be tested 

on these words the following Monday. Our sentence level work 

will introduce the connective ‘and’ as children explore longer 

compound sentences. 

 

Children will continue to follow the Oxford Reading Tree reading 

scheme. As with last term, new reading books will be 

introduced during reading lessons on a Thursday. Please be 

aware that your child will already be familiar with their book 

when they bring it home on a Thursday. It would be helpful if 

you could encourage them to extend their understanding of 

the text, read with expression and discuss the language in their 

book at home. In class, children will read and discuss their books 

with myself or a PSA with a different focus each day: 

• Monday – pursuit of meaning - looking at plot & character 

• Tuesday – author’s use of language - focusing on words 

• Wednesday – depth of understanding - this may be looking 

at a different text or the children’s own book choice in our 

reading time 

• Thursday – understanding the meaning – discussing the title, 

illustration etc. then reading their new book for the first time. 

 

Children will be continuing to practise their handwriting and 

presentation skills. They will continue to work on writing in 

sentences and will be encouraged to write longer, more 

complex sentences using interesting ‘wow words’. They will be 

using full stops, exclamation marks and question marks. They will 

be learning to write for a variety purposes.  

P2 NUMERACY AND MATHEMATICS LEARNING 
 

In our numeracy lessons, children will continue to follow 

the SEAL (Stages of Early Arithmetical Learning) 

programme, which aims to advance children’s 

mathematical learning. We use strategies which aim to 

develop children's knowledge of number in each of the 

following areas: 

 

Number word sequences 

• Counting forwards and backwards from different 

starting points  

• Counting in 2s, 5s 

• Saying the next 1, 2, 3 forwards/ backwards  

 

Numerals and numeral sequences  

• Recognising, ordering and sequencing numbers. 

• Using tools such as numeral tracks, number rolls and 

hundred squares. 

        

Figurative counting strategies  

• Adding two sets of items with some items screened. 

 

Spatial Patterns  

• Recognising numbers represented in different ways 

(e.g. dice, dominos, Numicon) 

 

Finger Patterns  

• Continuing to use finger patterns for numbers in the 

range to 10. 

 

Equal groups and sharing 

• Combining and sharing concrete materials to 

develop early multiplication and division strategies. 

• Using tools such as number lines, hundred squares 

and Numicon to assist our learning. 

 

After February half term, our mathematical focus will be 

on Money.  We will be identifying and naming all coins 

and notes to £10. We will be developing mental 

strategies to calculate change from £1. Children will be 

encouraged to use real situation and roleplay to 

extend their learning. 

P2 HEALTH AND WELLBEING LEARNING 
 

PE lessons will continue to be on Mondays and 

Fridays. Before February half term we will focus on 

Scottish dance. Children will be introduced to the 

Scottish country dances the Gay Gordons, Strip 

the Willow and the Military Two Step.  More 

importantly, they will be encouraged to have fun 

dancing to Scottish music.  

Please ensure your child has a PE kit which fits – 

they’re growing so fast! 

 

Our whole school Building Resilience topic this 

term is ‘Respect Yourself’. Children will be 

learning about the importance of recognising 

and valuing ourselves as individuals. The key 

messages we will be communicating with 

children  in our lessons are: 

 

• There’s no-one quite like me – recognising 

and celebrating our own uniqueness  

 

• Everyone has different strengths - 

understanding and valuing our strengths and 

learning how to use them. 

 

• I treat myself with respect – learning that self-

care is important.  

 

This will feed into our P2 Relationships, Sexual 

Health Programme, which will use Circle Time, 

stories, drama and role play to deepen children’s 

understanding of respect.  As part of this 

programme, we will also focus on the following 

areas this term: 

 

• How to form good friendships and resolve 

disagreements. 

 

• Strategies to make ourselves feel better if we 

are upset or worried. 

 

• Who can help if we have a problem. 
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P2 INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING 

Our interdisciplinary learning has had a Scots theme this term. 

We have been celebrating Scots language, learning Scots 

words through stories and games. Last week the children all 

took part in Scots poetry recitals in class showing such maturity 

and confidence.  I was so impressed by their performances and 

their appreciation of others’ performances. This culminated in a 

wonderful celebration of Scots poetry in Friday’s Burns 

Assembly.  

The children have also really enjoyed our Scottish country 

dancing and it was lovely to dance together in the playground 

on Friday and listen to the wonderful bagpipe music. We have 

also been singing Scots songs in our music lessons with visiting 

specialist, Amy Reader, on Thursdays.                                          

We have used Scottish shortbread to stimulate some descriptive 

writing and we have been learning about the legend of the 

Loch Ness Monster and designing our own tartan. 

After listening to ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ last term 

the children were keen to hear another Roald Dahl novel at 

story time and we finished ‘Georges Marvellous Medicine’ last 

week. The children were really taken with the idea of invention 

in the story and we are going to extend this as our topic after 

the February half term. 

Our Inventions topic will allow us to link History, Science and 

Technology curriculum outcomes as children learn about some 

important inventions and think about how they have changed 

the world. Some of the possible lines of development for this 

topic are: 

• to make a timeline of important inventions 

• to draw a poster advertising an important invention 

• to act out the story of an important invention 

• to design and draw a new invention 

• to make up our own stories involving marvellous inventions. 

P2 WIDER SCHOOL LIFE AND OTHER LEARNING 

• French lessons will be on a Friday and we will continue to learn simple vocabulary through role play, 

games and songs. Look out for our French Word of the Week which will be displayed on the window 

each Friday. 

• ICT will be used to support numeracy and literacy using the SmartBoard and iPads. 

OTHER NEWS AND REMINDERS 

HOME LEARNING                                                                                                                   

Home learning journals will be sent home on Tuesdays and should be returned to me in their book bag on 

Mondays. Please support your child to complete their spelling word sheet which will be stuck in their home 

learning journal. Children should trace and copy, then cover and write the words in order to learn them. 

They will be tested on these the following Monday. You will find a new Home Learning Wall stuck in the back 

inside cover of their home learning journal. The tasks suggested on this are for guidance and inspiration and 

to encourage your child to do a variety of different learning activities at home. Do not feel tied to the tasks; 

I would love to see evidence of any home learning your child has done over the week including interesting 

days out, outdoor and sporting activities and achievements. I choose a few of these to show and discuss on 

Tuesdays during circle time and the children are always very proud to share their learning with the class.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Please continue to ensure that your child brings their reading book in their clear plastic book bag each day.  

Children are introduced to their reading book in class on Thursdays. Please make time to read and discuss 

the book with your child at home. Reading regularly with your child from a book or comic of their choice will 

greatly enhance their literacy and learning, so aim to do some reading with them each day.     

PARENT CLASS VISITS 

It is always particularly enriching when parents and carers visit the class to share skills, knowledge or 

experiences with the children. Before the February break, I will be sending out a letter asking if you would 

like to visit the P2 class to run a short workshop, please let us know.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

ONLINE LEARNING JOURNALS                                                                                                    

Looking at the OLLJ regularly with your child is a great way to stimulate discussions about their learning. 

Many thanks to those parents who leave feedback on the OLLJ, I really appreciate your comments and 

thumbs ups. If you are having problems accessing the Online Learning Journals, please let the office staff 

know.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
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