
Head Teacher Update 3rd April 2020  

Learning focus newsletter 

Dear parents and carers, 

Thank you so much to all of you who have been posting pictures and comments onto our Online Learning Journals. 

It’s great to see and read what your children have been up to. 

We know that many of you, like ourselves, are juggling your own work, your children’s learning along with all the 

other aspects of daily life. 

If your child is finding any of the learning challenging or upsetting then just stop – our staff are providing lots of 

different ideas each week, so simply choose something else together to focus on or take a complete break and do 

something different.  

Please don’t worry about the progress your child is making. Every child in our country and in many countries in the 

world is having the same experience just now. Try to follow some of the learning we have set, follow your child’s 

interests and when we are all back in school, our staff will see where they all are and teach them accordingly. The 

most important thing during this time is our collective mental health and well-being – if we are in a good place 

emotionally, learning will happen naturally.  

 

‘The bigger picture: skills for life’ 

 

Instead of focussing on the content, it can be good to shift perspective to the skills your child is building upon. 

Whatever the activity, try not to do things for them – let your child explore, make mistakes, find solutions and plan. 

Even simple daily activities that are part of normal life – let them make choices you might normally have made 

because life is busy and has been easier to do something yourself. Teaching your child how to think for themselves 

and to build upon their self-confidence and independence is one of the key things all parents can be doing just now. 

It is certainly something that will help your child not just now but in the future.  Skills are transferable and once 

learnt, never forgotten. The quotes below highlight this: 

 

‘Individuals who can analyse and solve problems, communicate well, use information technology, work with 

others effectively, are well equipped to assume the active, flexible and responsible roles that modern 

workplaces need.’ SQA Core Skills 

‘The need for a well-developed set of higher-order skills will be a key part of the toolkit they will need and 

the ability to think creatively will be one of the most important tools in that toolkit. ‘ Creativity Across 

Learning 3-18 Education Scotland 

I have attached a pdf about higher order thinking skills to this email for you all should you wish to take a 

look. 

 

Transition 



 

We will be planning transition for all our children – whether that is as part of the return to school, 

whenever that may be, or moving on to a new year group 

P7 

I know that our P7 parents will be concerned about transition to high school – don't be. I have already met briefly 

with the DHT from Broughton High School on one of our Hub days and myself, Miss Jones and Miss Turek will be 

liaising about how best to make this work academically, socially and emotionally. 

Nursery – P1 

Myself and the nursey and P1 team will be planning for all transitions including new nursery children coming and 

nursery pupils going into p1. We will be planning this after the Easter break and will be in touch in due course. 

Communication: 

 

Zoom: There will be no Zoom teaching from our staff. Zoom is not approved for use by City of Edinburgh 

and we will not be using this.  

We know that other schools are communicating with children and families using Microsoft Teams and 

Office 365. We are not doing this.  

Our chosen methods of communication are: 

• Online Learning Journals 

• Twitter 

• The school website 

• Our new Stockbridge Primary Youtube Channel (currently for assemblies only)  

• Coming soon - our school app 

Online learning journals -  

• Can we ask that  

o Some pictures be a bit clearer so we can really see what you child is showing us 

o It is good to know what children have done, but it is more useful to know whether they 

understood the learning and how well they think they got on with it. We would be grateful 

if you could let us know this where appropriate 

o Where possible, can you please let your child type their own comments 

Survey: Please do take a few minutes to complete this survey. We really value your feedback: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-

5xA4ITT0h8GZGoNaUtIJRqWNUREwxRUw3TEZOTlRFUkdJQzE2Sk9POEVXTS4u 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-5xA4ITT0h8GZGoNaUtIJRqWNUREwxRUw3TEZOTlRFUkdJQzE2Sk9POEVXTS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=af6sSGo3tUKfacnke7-5xA4ITT0h8GZGoNaUtIJRqWNUREwxRUw3TEZOTlRFUkdJQzE2Sk9POEVXTS4u


After Easter: what to expect: 

Planning 

The next learning grids will be posted on the WED after Easter hols and will be for the first week and a 

half, up to Friday 2nd May. 

This will allow us to plan on the Tues as schools are closed on the Mon. For some classes, learning will not 

be posted until Thursday as many class teachers are also staffing the HUB over the coming weeks and will 

not be working on online learning when in school.  

Additional Support Needs 

We are working closely looking into supports required for our pupils with additional support needs. If you 

have any questions about this, please can you write them on the survey sent as part of this email and all 

questions will be passed onto Mrs Kelly and the class teacher at the start of term. We will look at solutions 

collectively with you to see what we can do over the coming weeks. 

Holiday Time 

 
Now is the time to take a break from learning – try our Easter Egg Challenge, make a wish box, or just enjoy the time 

you are allowed outdoors and find new skills to learn. It is ok for children to be bored – boredom can lead to 

creativity. 

This is a marathon not a sprint – next term keep chunking the learning (20 minute blocks is fine) and 

balance this with quality home life. We continue to plan using Curriculum for Excellence Experiences, 

Outcomes and Benchmarks. You do not need to be teachers.  

If you wish to find out more about Curriculum for Excellence, there is an excellent ‘In a Nutshell’ series of 

easy to read publications on the National Parent Forum for Scotland website: 

https://www.npfs.org.uk/  

We will be organising another school assembly for the second week back after the Easter break. Release date TBC. 

 

Warm wishes.  

Stay safe, 

 

 

Caroline Ashbrook 

https://www.npfs.org.uk/

