
HT Update 5th  May 

Dear parents and carers, 

 

We hope that you are all well and that you and your family enjoyed our most 

recent assembly - click on the link below if you have not had the chance to 

see it yet: 

Assembly: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1p-gWUOWdzA&t=344s 

 

Staff Training Inset - 4th May: 

We had a busy inservice day yesterday discussing online learning journals, 

reporting and focusing on areas of our own professional development. More 

in depth information is to follow about both our online learning journals and 

reporting - we are continuing with this professional discussion this week. 

Further information will come to you next week. 

Learning and Teaching 

As explained in my HT update on Friday 1st May, some staff are now making 

more use of powerpoints with explanations and voice overs to support your 

child learning at home. We understand that some of you are having difficulty 

opening these. We can save them as a PDF, but this does not then have a 

voice over. On ipads and mobile phones you can to download  ppt app to 

open them. If you are still having difficulties, please contact our admin and 

we may be able to arrange for a laptop or ipad to be delivered to you to 

help with this. 

The majority of the comments that we receive on the online learning journals 

are helpful, informative and let us know how your child is getting on. Our staff 

really enjoy seeing what their pupils have been up to and it is an invaluable 

way for us to keep in touch with our pupils. 

However, some members of our teaching staff have received messages via 

the online learning journals from parents that are critical and upsetting. My 

staff team are working alone, at home. They all care deeply about their 

pupils and such comments can make them feel very demoralised. My staff 

are hard-working: planning is one part of their job and one that they 

collaboratively and personally invest alot of time and thought into. We are 

taking comments and suggestions on board and collectively as a team 

deciding on changes we can make based on feedback. We know that 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1p-gWUOWdzA&t=344s


some of you would like worksheets to print out  We are looking into how we 

can do this without negatively impacting those families who do not have 

printer access - this is a new way of working for us and things can take time if 

they are to be planned well and effectively.  

Can I please ask that if you have a concern, send it directly to myself or to 

our admin email address. I am happy to look into concerns and to work 

collaboratively with yourselves, but it is not appropriate that my staff receive 

such comments: 

admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk 

caroline.ashbrook@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk 

Phone calls to families: 

Personal phone calls are now being made to some of our families. Thank you 

to those of you who have been in touch requesting this following my HT 

update. We had hoped that we would be able to make these phone calls 

on Thursdays as we had been told that school would be open for staff to 

collect resources and this was a time we could plan to call families. School is 

not now open this Thursday - currently no Edinburgh Primary School is being 

allowed to open for staff access this week. We are committed to these 

conversations and phone calls happening and are balancing this with some 

of us also having young families at home and making sure we have the 

appropriate time and space to do this. This week, you may receive an email 

rather than a phone call. This will be based on the personal situation of staff 

at home and what is appropriate. 

Next Parent Survey 

Our next parent survey will be issued the week beginning 18th May to 

collectively gather your thoughts. As always, we welcome positive 

suggestions and comments. 

Many thanks for the emails that have been sent to me - I will respond but it is 

taking longer than normal to do so. 

We will also be holding a parent council meeting this month. More 

information will follow from our Parent Council and myself about this. 

Kind regards, 

Caroline Ashbrook 

Acting Head Teacher 

 


