
	  

PRIMARY ONE 
READING 

 

 

 

STRUCTURE OF READING 

Below is the model of how we teach reading at Stockbridge. This is not 

something we expect you to follow rigidly. Please use it as a guide and do what 

works best for your child. 	  

We recommend spending no longer than 15 minutes per day reading the 

school reading book. We would encourage you to also read a range of other 

stories with your child on a regular basis. 

 

  



READING STRATEGIES 

We focus on using four reading strategies in Primary One to help us decode our 
phonics-based reading books.  

 

      

      



LESSON ONE 

Lesson one will focus on introducing the book in detail with lots of discussion. 
Reading some of the story follows this. We would limit this to 15 minutes in total 
and would not expect you to read more than half the book at once. The use of 
the reading strategies and the discussion you have around the book are more 
important than finishing it quickly.  
 

LESSON SEQUENCE:	  

• Look at the pictures throughout the whole book and discuss what might be 
happening in the story. 

o What characters can you see? 

o What are they doing/feeling? etc.  

o What do you think might happen next?  

o What is happening in this picture?  

o Can you relate the story to a prior experience you’ve had?   

• Discuss the vocabulary that they might come across in the story.  

• Discuss the four reading strategies they will use when reading (show the 
children the reading strategy pictures if you have them available).   

• Focus on the title of the book. Talk about the sounds and any tricky words 
they know in the title. You might like to turn it into a game of ‘I spy’. 

• Read the title together.  

• Have your child begin reading, focusing on using the reading strategies and 
read up to half to book. 

• Self-assess using thumbs up/middle/down about how well they used their 
reading strategies and how they felt about reading today. 

  
  



LESSON TWO 

In this lesson we would usually finish reading the book and look into other ways 
to explore and extend beyond the story.  

 

LESSON SEQUENCE:	  

• Recap what has happened in the book already by looking at the pages and 
discussing the pictures.  

• Discuss the four reading strategies they will use when reading.  

• Begin reading and monitor your child’s accuracy. 

• Self-assess using thumbs up/middle/down about how well they used their 
reading strategies and how they felt about reading today. 

 

FOLLOW UP:	  

Depending on your child’s interest, they may wish to:   

• Reread the story focusing on greater fluency.  

• Phone or video call a loved one and reread them the story. 

• Retell or reread the story to a sibling or family member.  

• Guess Who… Describe one of the characters and have a family member 
guess who you are describing. 

• Draw their favourite part of character from the story. 

• Create their own story using one of the characters from the book. 

• Create a role-play based on the story. 

• Go on a sound or tricky word hunt. How many can you find in the whole 
book? They could wear a special detective hat and use a magnifying glass 
as a prop if you have this available at home. 

 


