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Welcome to Stockbridge Primary School 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I am delighted to welcome you and your child to Stockbridge Primary School. 

We are a friendly school with a wonderful team of teachers and staff, and a supportive and 
energetic parent body. At Stockbridge we are passionate about making sure that each 
child’s voice is heard. Our values of respect, ambition, resilience, integrity and kindness 
underpin everything we do.  

Starting school can be an emotional milestone for both children and parents. We want your 
child to feel happy and excited about starting with us at Stockbridge Primary, and for their 
move into Primary 1 to be smooth, positive and enjoyable.  

We are all currently experiencing unusual times globally. The impact of coronavirus on how 
we organise and go about our daily lives has been, and continues to be, profound. However, 
I would like to reassure you that whilst how we organise the start of Primary 1 may be 
different to what would normally happen, we are absolutely committed to making sure that 
it is a special time for your child and yourselves. In many of the sections in this booklet, you 
will see that we have indicated what would normally happen as part of your child starting 
with us in Primary 1, and what is different this year.  

From a parent’s point of view, there is a lot of information to remember, forms to complete, 
items to buy and decisions to be made! We hope that the information in this booklet, in 
tandem with virtual transition events in June, will help to inform and support you and your 
child as you prepare for school and navigate the early weeks. If you need any more 
information or have any further questions, please do contact the School Office at: 

admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk 

I look forward to welcoming both you and your child to our Stockbridge community and 
wish all pupils a very enjoyable and successful year in Primary 1. 

With warmest wishes, 

Caroline Ashbrook 
Acting Head Teacher 

 

 

 

  

This booklet explains what would normally happen as your child starts Primary 1.  

However, due to the ongoing safety requirements caused by the coronavirus 
pandemic, we are following Scottish Government guidelines and advice from the 

City of Edinburgh Council so things will be different this year.  

We will of course update you as soon as we have more information available. 

Information sent out to you by email or ParentMail supersedes the information 
given in this booklet. 

 

mailto:Admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk
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How to Use this Welcome Booklet 

Part One: Essential information on what you need to do at once, preparation over the 
summer and your child’s first day at school. Read this now, even if you read nothing else! 

Part Two: Further information on key school procedures and routines. Read this now or 
during the summer.  

Appendices: Useful background information on Primary 1, the wider school and related 
groups.  

We have tried to answer all the questions that you may have, but for further information 
please do look at the school website, the School Handbook (available on the school 
website), the Parent Council website or talk to a member of staff. 
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School Contact Details 

Stockbridge Primary School 
17A Hamilton Place 
Edinburgh 
EH3 5BA 

0131 332 6109 

admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk 

www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com/ 

Office Hours 

The School Office is open at the following times: 

8.30am – 3.30pm 

Lunchtime closure is usually 1–1.45pm, but may vary depending on school requirements. 

 
Between 8.50am and 9.30am, the office is open for urgent matters only.  
 
Routine enquiries are best dealt with by email. Paperwork, including forms, reply slips and 
letters, can be given by your child to their class teacher, or dropped into the black School 
Office mail box which is just to the left of the main front door and which is checked 
throughout the day. 
 

School Hours 

These are our normal school hours. Blended learning will be happening from August 2020 in 
line with government advice. Further information will follow about changes to your child’s 
time in school and at home.  

Stockbridge Primary School hours are: 

Primary 1 – Primary 2 

Monday to Thursday 8.55am - 2.55pm 

Fridays   8.55am – 12.25pm 

Primary 3 – Primary 7 

Monday to Thursday 8.55am - 3.20pm 

Fridays   8.55am – 12.30pm 

 

Please aim to be in the playground by 8.50am. School begins when the bell rings at 8.55am. 

mailto:Admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk
http://www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com/
http://www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com/
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Transition and Starting School 

Transition Events 

Usually we would hold two events in June to welcome children to the school and begin their 
transition from home or nursery to Primary 1. This year we cannot offer the ‘Alphabet and 
Number Fun’ event, but the Primary 1 Taster Morning will be done virtually. We will be 
sending you video welcome messages from our staff team and a video clip to introduce you 
to our school building. Primary 6 Buddies will be writing to your children to introduce 
themselves. 

• ‘Alphabet and Number Fun’ 
Children and parents/carers can try some enjoyable literacy and numeracy activities 
together.  

• Primary 1 Taster Morning 
Children visit their new classroom, meeting teachers, classmates and their P6 Buddy. 

Primary 6 Buddies 

Each new Primary 1 child is allocated a ‘Buddy’, a child from our Primary 6 class who will be 
a friend for them in the first few weeks of term. Usually buddies join the Primary 1 children 
at lunchtime and playtime for the first two weeks, until the new children feel happy and 
confident. Our P6 children take their Buddy responsibilities very seriously and enjoy looking 
after and supporting the new children as they settle into school. We are currently looking 
into how we can safely arrange for this to happen. 

Your child will hear from their Buddy during the summer before they start school. 

Class Organisation and Teachers 

Further information on class organisation will be provided as soon as it is available. Each 
year our Primary 1 children are organised into one or two classes, depending on numbers; 
the maximum class size at Primary 1, set by the Scottish Government, is 25. We sometimes 
have a ‘composite’ class, comprising a mix of Primary 1 and Primary 2 children who are each 
taught at their own level within the mixed setting, or a larger class with ‘team teaching’ (two 
teachers for a single, larger class). If this is the case for your child’s intake, more information 
will be provided at the transition event.  

Usually your child’s teacher will be introduced at the second transition event. This year it 
will be by ParentMail and video messages. Each class may have one full-time teacher, or two 
teachers working part-time who divide the week between them. Shared teaching like this 
has been in place at Stockbridge Primary for several years now, and the teachers work 
closely together to liaise and ensure complete continuity of teaching and support.  
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Starting School Arrangements 

This year further information will come nearer to August about starting school 
arrangements. Guidance will be given from the Scottish Government and the City of 
Edinburgh Council, which we will follow.  

Usually, to allow us to settle the children in a quieter, calmer environment, each Primary 1 
class will be divided (usually alphabetically) into two smaller groups for the first day.  

• half the class attend on the first day of term but don’t come in on the second day 

• the other half don’t attend on the first day of term but come in on the second day  

The whole class then come in together from the third day.  

From their very first day onwards, Primary 1 children usually attend school for the full day. 
(This may be a change from your previous experience if you have older children in the 
school.) 

Please refer to emails which will be sent in due course, and which will provide updated 
information on the arrangements for starting school this year. Any information provided 
by email supersedes the information given here. 
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What to Do Now 

Forms to Complete and Return  

Usually, in a separate envelope you would have received a number of forms and we would 
have asked you to complete these and return them together in the original envelope to the 
School Office at the second transition event (or as soon as possible thereafter). 

This year, we will send you the forms by ParentMail or email. Could you please complete 
these and send them back to admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk by 24 June. 

• Excursions consent form (‘KIC’) 

• Playground equipment consent form 

• Video and photography consent form 

• Online Learning Journals consent form/login details 

• School lunch order form 

• Milk payment order form 

Once term has begun in August you will also receive information on setting up an account 
with both ParentMail and ParentPay. An outline of how we use these two useful systems is 
given later in this booklet. Activation details for ParentMail and ParentPay cannot be 
provided until your child has started school in August. 

Planning Childcare 

You may be looking for childcare for your child before or after school. Information on the 
childcare providers who will collect children from class at Stockbridge Primary and provide 
local daycare during office hours is given in an Appendix and on the school website. 

Checklist – What to Do Now 

• Complete and return all forms to the school  

• Please email these to admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk 

• Ensure the school knows about any medical or other support needs for your child 

• Speak in confidence to the School Office, or contact the City of Edinburgh Council 
directly, if you are entitled to financial assistance (see Appendix: Other Useful 
Information) 

• Organise school uniform and gym kit (many retailers have earlybird special offers) 

Checklist – What to Do Over the Summer 

• Ensure your child has school uniform and gym kit 

• Organise school shoes and gym shoes 

• Organise lunch boxes and water bottles  

• Label all clothes, shoes and belongings with your child’s name 

• Help your child prepare for school (see following page) 

• Help your child with the memory jar activity, if they want to participate (more 
information is given in the section on What to Do Over the Summer: Memory Jars) 

mailto:admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk
mailto:admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk
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What to Do Over the Summer: Getting Ready for 
School 

Practical Preparation 

Please help your child get ready for school by encouraging useful life skills:  

• Practise getting dressed/undressed independently 
This is important for PE. Encourage your child to place their clothes neatly, and 
practise zips and awkward fastenings. Also practise putting on and taking off their 
jacket, and hanging it up. Practise changing into their gym kit independently. 

• Practise self-care skills 
This includes good handwashing, using the toilet independently (including wiping, 
flushing, and washing their hands), and using a tissue for runny noses if needed. 

• Practise mealtime skills  
Practise using a knife/fork to cut up food, and encourage calm sitting at the table.  

• Encourage social skills 
Encourage your child to take turns (including in conversation), to listen, to be 
respectful of others, to share and to tidy up. Encourage responsibility by entrusting 
your child with messages and small jobs.  

Emotional Preparation 

Your child may be excited, but may also be nervous and unsure what to expect: 

• Talk with your child about school 
Talk them through what will happen when they arrive at school, in class, at 
lunchtime and at pick-up time. Explain that there will be differences from nursery, 
including fewer grown-ups.  

• Reassure them about friendly faces 
Talk to them about their P6 Buddy, who is excited that they are joining the school 
and will be there to help. Reassure them that they can always ask their teacher and 
other grown-ups for help whenever they need it. Remind them that all the children 
in the school were P1s once and know how they feel.  

• Remind them about resilience and embracing change 
Occasionally things change between transition events and the first day of term, or 
even beyond. Embracing change is important throughout school – friends move 
away and new children come in to the class, teachers join and leave, routines vary. 
Remind your child that changes do happen and to be ready to adapt if needed.  

We are a friendly, welcoming school and encourage all our pupils to take care of one 

another. Let your child know that everyone at Stockbridge Primary will look out for them, 

look after them and support them in their first few weeks of school!  
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What to Do Over the Summer: Memory Jars  

As part of our ‘Our Journey to P1’ transition project, we are asking children to create a 
memory jar to share with their new class teacher and classmates when they start Primary 1. 
The memory jar will tell a story about your child and will be used as a ‘getting to know you’ 
tool in the first few weeks of Primary 1. 

Usually the memory jar would be introduced to the children at the transition event, but this 
year we will introduce it via a video clip. 

A memory jar can be an old jam jar, box or bag that is used to collect memories from a 
special time. Children are encouraged to collect items from their holiday adventures over 
the summer, whether close to home or further afield. We hope these items will help us to 
get to know your child and the things they like to do when they start P1. 

The memory jar could contain: 

• Photographs 

• Drawings 

• Postcards 

• Collectables from day trips or holidays 

Please bring in up to five items in your memory jar, which should be clearly labelled with 
your child’s name and class. 

Children should bring their memory jar into school on their first full day of school. Your child 
can use their jar to help them tell their new classmates all about themselves. We will return 
all jars after they have been shared with their new class. 

If you have any questions please speak to a member of staff. 
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What to Do Over the Summer: Organising 
Uniform and Other Items 

School Uniform 

School uniform is worn Monday-Thursday. Generic school uniform is suitable, and can be 
bought from supermarkets, department stores and other retailers. Your child will need: 

• Polo shirt, shirt or blouse white; short- or long-sleeved 

• Trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore grey or black 

• Jumper, sweatshirt, cardigan or hoodie red or black 

In the summer, a red/white checked summer dress may be worn. Black/yellow striped 
school ties are also available, but shouldn’t be worn on days when children have PE. 

Parents may wish to purchase white, grey or black school socks, but these are not 
compulsory. Tights should be red, grey or black. 

Uniform items aren’t required to have the school logo on, but sweatshirts, hoodies and polo 
shirts embroidered with the Stockbridge Primary logo are available from Superlogo 
www.superlogo.co.uk or our Fair Trade uniform supplier, Kool Skools www.koolskools.co.uk. 

A secondhand uniform stall is usually held monthly at 
the school, providing a cost-efficient and 
environmentally-friendly way to stock up on many items 
of school uniform. There would normally be an 
opportunity to visit the secondhand uniform stall at the 
second transition event in June. There will be some 
changes as to how we organise uniform sales this year. 
We will provide more information shortly.   

It can be difficult to know how many of each uniform 
item to buy. Learning can be messy, especially in 
Primary 1 where we enjoy working with paint, 
playdough, baking and so on, and we spend a lot of time 
playing outdoors. Lunchtime can also be messy at this 
age! Remember that items do also get lost, and may 
take some time to reappear in Lost Property.  

School Shoes 

School shoes, boots or sturdy trainers are recommended to be black. Children need to put 
on and take off their shoes by themselves, and velcro fastenings are easiest to manage 
independently.  

Children wear their school shoes throughout the day, both in the classroom and outside in 
the playground, which may be a change from what they have been used to at nursery. 
Shoes are only changed for PE lessons. 

http://www.superlogo.co.uk/
http://www.koolskools.co.uk/
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Waterproof Jacket 

Your child needs to bring a waterproof jacket to school every day, even when no rain is 
forecast – the Scottish weather is changeable and the children will play outside on all but 
the very wettest of days. More use will be made of outdoor learning this year so please 
ensure your child comes to school each day well prepared. 

School Bag 

Usually your child would need a backpack which they should bring to school daily. This 
should be large enough to hold a snack and a water bottle, and a lunchbox if required, but 
please remember that your child must be able to carry it, and it will be placed on your 
child’s peg alongside many others in limited cloakroom space. However, we do not know as 
yet whether we will be allowed to use pegs and bags, so please wait for further advice. 

Book Bag 

Book bags are used in Primary 1 and 2 to carry homework jotters, 
class reading books and other paperwork (artwork, phonics sounds, 
letters, leaflets and so on). They are easy for teachers to sort and add 
to, and mean that school work can be kept separate from leaky lunch 
boxes and water bottles. 

Once your child is given a homework jotter (‘Home Learning Journal’), 
usually in September, you will be issued with a tough plastic book 
bag. A more durable and environmentally-friendly alternative is to 
purchase your own book bag, which should be waterproof and in a 
flat satchel-style large enough to fit an A4 notebook. Book bags, with 
or without the school logo, can be purchased from Superlogo, 
www.superlogo.co.uk. It can be helpful to add a keyring, tag or other 
identifier to your child’s book bag so that both your child and 
teaching staff can quickly identify it. 

There is no need to bring the book bag to school until after the Curriculum Evening in mid-
September. 

Your child’s teacher will let you know whether they would like book bags and Home 
Learning Journals to be brought in daily or once a week (usually on a Monday). Book bags 
are separate to your child’s school backpack, which should be brought in every day. 

Again, we do not know as yet whether we will be allowed to use bags, so please wait for 
further advice before purchasing a book bag. 

Water Bottle and Lunch Box 

You will also need at least one water bottle and, if your child will bring a packed lunch from 
home, at least one lunch box. 

  

http://www.superlogo.co.uk/
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PE Kit 

For PE lessons children will need: 

• Shorts  navy blue, black or red 

• T-shirts  white (no football shirts) 

• Gym shoes  plimsolls or trainers  

• Jogging bottoms  any colour (optional) 

• Fleece  any colour (optional) 

For both indoor and outdoor PE lessons children will change into shorts and t-shirt; for 
outdoor lessons in the colder months, they may also wish to wear a fleece and/or jogging 
bottoms. 

Gym kit should be kept in a dedicated bag on their peg. Any closeable bag is suitable, 
although many children use a drawstring kit bag; carrier bags are impractical as the contents 
will spill out. Gym kits stay in school, but please remind your child to bring it home at the 
end of every term or half term for a wash – and to check that gym shoes and clothes still fit. 
Remember to bring it back in on the first day of next term. 

Please name all items of gym kit and the bag itself. 

At our Sports Day in June, your child will also need a t-shirt in their House colour (more 
information on Houses is given later in this booklet). 

Wearing jewellery to school is discouraged for safety reasons. If pupils with pierced ears 
must wear earrings, they should be studs. 

Naming Items 

Please label everything with your child’s name. This can be written on the label with a 
laundry marker, by sewing in name tapes, or sticking in a waterproof label. All items must 
be named.  

The Parent Council has partnered with Stikins to encourage parents to label belongings. 
Stikins provide small, waterproof name labels which attach to the washing care label of 
garments or to lunch boxes, water bottles etc. For every purchase of Stikins, we receive a 
small commission, raising valuable funds to support the school. If you do want to buy 
Stikins, please quote Stockbridge Primary School fundraising number 22365 when ordering 
online at www.stikins.co.uk. Order forms would normally also be available at transition 
events, or from the parent leaflet area outside the School Office door. 

For information on what to do when your child does, inevitably, lose something, please see 
the section on Lost Property.  

  

http://www.stikins.co.uk/
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Fridays: No Uniform 

Friday is a casual clothes day (although pupils can still choose to wear uniform). While some 
Primary 1 children are keen to wear their new uniform regardless, please bear in mind that 
they may be less excited when they arrive to see everyone else wearing home clothes. 

School uniform must be worn on school trips, even if they take place on a Friday. 

Financial Assistance with Uniform 

Families on low incomes can receive a school clothing grant to help towards the cost of 
buying school uniform. This is provided by the City of Edinburgh Council, either 
automatically based on existing benefits or by applying directly. More information on 
clothing grants and other sources of help for school uniform is provided on the council 
website, below, or please do ask in complete confidence at the School Office – we can 
provide paper copies of the relevant forms. 

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20183/food_and_clothing/392/free_school_meals_and_help_
with_schoolwear 

Our monthly secondhand uniform sale is another useful way of stocking up on school 
uniform items at very low cost, especially as there is usually a ‘Help Yourself’ basket of free 
items. We will update you about how these events may happen this year. 

Information on financial assistance with other aspects of school life is provided in the 
Appendix: Other Useful Information.  

Checklist for a School Day 

• Named waterproof jacket  

• Named school bag – further advice to be issued 

• Named water bottle  

• Small healthy snack for morning break 

• Small healthy snack for afternoon break (optional) 

• Named packed lunch box (if not having a school lunch) 

• Named gym bag containing gym shoes, t-shirt, shorts – all named (first day of term 
only; then stays in school) 

There is no need for a pencil case, stationery items or an art apron in Primary 1. 

Please do not bring toys or other items from home into the classroom. 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20183/food_and_clothing/392/free_school_meals_and_help_with_schoolwear
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20183/food_and_clothing/392/free_school_meals_and_help_with_schoolwear
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First Day Checklist 

We would normally provide a checklist here to refer to just before your child starts school, 
to help with your preparations and ensure that your child’s first day goes smoothly. Whilst 
we cannot provide start dates as yet, we are following the Scottish Government and City of 
Edinburgh guidelines and will inform you of your child’s start date as soon as we can. 

Ensuring that children attend on their allotted first day and at the right time is particularly 
important this year. Please check the email and any other information that you will have 
received by the start of term in August. 

Please double check: 

• Which day your child is starting school  

• What time you have been asked to arrive at school 

• Any safety requirements that have been advised regarding dropping off your child, 
including which entrance to use, how to maintain social distancing in the playground, 
and how to leave the school safely after you have dropped your child 

• What time you need to pick up your child in the afternoon 

• Any safety requirements that have been advised regarding pick-up arrangements 
(also remember your child can only be dismissed to a parent or to an adult who has 
been previously authorised to the school in writing) 

 

Usually, your child should carry: 

• Named school bag 

• Named water bottle filled with water 

• Small healthy snack for morning break 

• Small healthy snack for afternoon break (optional) 

• Packed lunch, if you didn’t return the form to request a hot school lunch 

• Memory jar (optional) 

• Named gym bag containing named gym kit 
 
Usually, your child should wear: 

• Named school uniform  

• Named waterproof jacket 
 
Further advice on what to bring may have been issued by the start of term; please refer to 
any emails or other information which supersede this checklist.  

 

Please also bring any medicines to hand in to the School Office. 

On your child’s first day it can also be useful to double check that you have emailed all the 
required forms to the School Office (see the section on Forms to Complete and Return, and 
any subsequent emails). 
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Subsequent Days Checklist 

Please double check: 

• Which days your child will be attending school  

• What time you have been asked to arrive at school 

• Any safety requirements that have been advised regarding dropping off your child, 
including which entrance to use, how to maintain social distancing in the playground, 
and how to leave the school safely after you have dropped your child 

• What time you will need to pick up your child in the afternoon, and any safety 
requirements regarding pick-up arrangements 

 

Fridays 

If your child is to attend school on a Friday, please remember that Friday is a half day for 
primary schools in Edinburgh, and double check the advised collection time. As school 
finishes before lunchtime, there is no need to bring a packed lunch or afternoon snack. 

Unless otherwise advised, your child should wear their home clothes rather than school 
uniform; more information on dress-down Fridays is given in the section on Uniform. 

 

Usually, your child should carry: 

• Named school bag 

• Named water bottle filled with water 

• Small healthy snack for morning break 

• Memory jar (if you didn’t bring it in on their first day) 

• Named gym bag containing named gym kit (if you didn’t bring it in on their first day) 
 

Usually, your child should wear: 

• Named waterproof jacket 
 

You need to bring: 

• Any forms or medicines that still need to be handed in to the School Office 
 

Again, further advice on what to bring may have been issued by the start of term; please 
refer to any emails or other information which supersede this checklist.  

 

Remember your child can only be dismissed to a parent, or to a known adult who has been 
previously authorised to the school in writing. 



 

PART TWO 
 

Lunches, Snacks and Milk 

Drop-off and Pick-up at School 

Lateness, Sickness and Absence 

Communication 

Teaching and Learning 
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Lunches, Snacks and Milk 

More information will follow about school lunch arrangements as and when we know 
ourselves. The following information sets out the lunch situation as it would normally be. 

Usually, children are welcome to bring a packed lunch from home, or to eat a school lunch, 
prepared in our school kitchen. School lunches are free for all pupils in Primary 1 to 3.  

During their first week children will receive a school lunch only if one has been ordered. 
They are welcome to bring a packed lunch if you prefer. Please order lunches for the first 
three weeks by completing the form and returning it to the School Office as soon as 
possible. Keep a copy so you can remind your child of their choices in August!  

Packed Lunches 

If children are bringing a packed lunch from home, we would encourage healthy choices. 
Lunch should be in a named lunchbox or bag. Please do not include any nuts (see below). 

School Lunches 

Usually, there is a daily choice of three hot meals:  

• a meat/fish option 

• a vegetarian option  

• a baked potato  

A school lunch consists of two courses (soup and a main course, or main course and 
pudding) plus vegetables, salad, bread and a drink. On Mondays all meals are meat-free. 

The school lunch menu is set by City of Edinburgh Council in line with national healthy 
eating guidelines, and follows a three- or four-week cycle. The weekly menus can be viewed 
online on the Council website, or paper copies may be found by the main school door.  

On a Friday we do not provide hot school lunches but children can receive a cold packed 
lunch from the school kitchen. These are distributed in paper lunch bags for each child to 
take out at the end of the school day. 

Ordering Lunches on ParentPay 

Please look through the lunch orders with your child and let them choose which option they 
would like for each day. They are much more likely to actually eat a meal which they have 
chosen themselves, than one which has been selected for them. 

As soon as your ParentPay account is active, lunch orders must be made on ParentPay each 
week no later than WEDNESDAY for the following week. If you do not order by Wednesday, 
your child must bring a packed lunch for the following week. No late orders can be 
accepted.  



22 

It is possible to order lunches several weeks in advance; you can always log in again at a 
later date to make any changes, remembering that changes can only be made up to 
Wednesday for the following week.  

ALL school lunches must be ordered on ParentPay, including free meals for P1 children. 

If your child comes to school without a lunch we will always supply one in an emergency, 
but it may not be what your child would have chosen and creates difficulties for the kitchen. 

Extras like vegetables, salad, pudding and drinks do not need to be ordered in advance. 

Lunchtime 

Usually lunchtime is from 12 to 12.45pm for Primary 1. Lunchtime can be daunting for new 
children, as they go to the busy, noisy hall, to eat possibly unfamiliar school food, supervised 
by unfamiliar adults, and alongside children from other classes. Please do talk through the 
lunchtime process with your child in advance and reassure them where possible. 

As the class prepares to break for lunch, the teacher will check the lunch orders and resolve 
any issues, then hand out a coloured band to each child denoting their meal choice. The 
class will then go to the school dining hall together. Children with packed lunches can sit 
down straightaway at the tables. Children who are having a school lunch will line up to give 
their coloured band to the supervising staff and receive their meal on a tray from the 
kitchen as ordered. 

Children are encouraged to finish their meal by the adults supervising the lunch hall, but we 
don’t insist upon it. All children must remain at their table until at least 12.15pm. After 
lunch, children put their tray and dirty cutlery away. They can then go outside to play. 

New Primary 1 children will go slightly early to the lunch hall for the first few weeks, to 
familiarise them with lunchtime procedures in a quieter and calmer environment. Primary 6 
Buddies will help the P1 children with their lunches for the first two weeks. Please reassure 
your child that both the Buddies and the adults in the dining hall are on hand to help them if 
they need food cutting up or have any problems or questions. They shouldn’t be afraid to 
ask for help! 

If you have particular concerns about how your child will manage any aspect of eating lunch 
at school, please do speak to your child’s teacher.  

Information about new routines will follow. 

Snacks  

Children eat their healthy snack at playtime. We encourage this to be fruit, vegetables or an 
alternative healthy option. Juice, fizzy drinks, chocolate, sweets and other sugary snacks are 
strongly discouraged.  

Snacks should be easy for the child to manage and to dispose of any wrappings; for this 
reason messy snacks such as yoghurt pots and tubes, or snacks in Tupperware tubs, are 
impractical. 

In Primary 1 the children have both a morning and an afternoon playtime, so they may want 
to bring a second snack for the afternoon. 
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Nuts, Allergies and Dietary Requirements 

Please do not include nuts or nut products in snacks or school lunches. This includes 
chocolate hazelnut spreads, cereal bars with nuts, biscuits with hazelnut cream fillings, 
pesto and other non-obvious sources of nuts. 

We have children within the school community with severe nut allergies. Thank you for your 
support in being alert to lunch and snack ingredients, and keeping all our children safe. 

If your child has any dietary requirements or allergies, these should have been notified to 
the school during the enrolment process. If you have not done so, or if your child’s needs 
have changed, please alert the School Office as soon as possible. 

Drinks, Water and Milk 

Your child needs to bring a filled water bottle every day. Bottles can be refilled within the 
classroom. Please name all water bottles. Juice and fizzy drinks are not allowed. 

A daily carton of milk can be ordered for your child. Payment for milk is made as a single 
payment for the whole academic year, through ParentPay. Milk is often given out after 
morning playtime, typically when the class has some quieter time. 

Free milk is available for those that qualify. More information can be found on the City of 
Edinburgh Council website, or please ask in confidence at the School Office. 

Birthday Treats 

Birthday treats or cakes to share or to hand out to classmates should not be brought into 
school.  

While we want to celebrate a child’s special day, bringing in birthday treats for the class 
places children with serious allergies at risk, contradicts the healthy-eating message that we 
teach as a health-promoting school, and can be a financial burden on families. Teachers will 
celebrate birthdays in class in other ways. Thank you for your support in observing this. 
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Drop-off and Pick-up at School 

More information will follow about this as soon as we know what the new procedures for 
dropping off and picking up children will be. We will update you as soon as we can. This 
section explains what the usual procedure would be, for background information only. 

Dropping Off Your Child 

Usually your child should enter the classroom between 8.55 and 9.00am every day. The 
playground is not supervised by school staff before or after school; pupils must remain 
under the supervision of an adult until the bell rings and they go into class. 

Our normal routine is that we would like all children to come into the cloakroom 
independently and get themselves ready. Please support us by saying goodbye to your child 
at the cloakroom door. It’s helpful if you could then move away from the area by the 
classrooms. Seeing parents through the windows can be distracting or unsettling for some 
children.  

If your child arrives at school after the P1 doors have shut at 9.00am you will need to go to 
the office for a ‘late slip’ before coming to class. More information is provided in the section 
on Lateness, Sickness and Absence. 

Picking Up Your Child  

Our normal routine for collecting your child is that the end-of-day bell goes at 2.55pm from 
Monday to Thursday, and at 12.25pm on Friday.  

Children must be collected by a named adult from the classroom door. Please inform us in 
writing (by letter or email to the School Office) of anyone else that will regularly collect your 
child, or any changes to your usual collection arrangements.  

Some parents like to notify the School Office of a named adult who has permission to collect 
their child for the whole academic year without further notice – for example, another child’s 
parent who can collect their child and take responsibility for them in the playground if they 
are running slightly late. 

Please also make sure that your child knows who will be collecting them, especially if the 
collection arrangements vary – for example, if they will be collected by a daycare provider 
on some days and yourself on others, or if someone other than yourself will be picking them 
up on a particular occasion. 

Please pick up your child on time, as late pick up can be distressing for your child. If you are 
going to be late, please call the School Office urgently. If you are very late your child will be 
taken to the School Office, from where you should collect them.  

Children are not allowed back into the building after school hours. Public toilets are located 
on Hamilton Place, or at the library. 

This year new routines will be put in place. We will provide you with updated information 
as soon as we can. Thank you for your support and patience! 
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Entrances  

Again, this information may change. Further information will follow as soon as it is 
confirmed. 

The main school entrance is the pedestrian gate into the Biggies playground. The wider 
vehicle gate may not be used by children, parents/carers or other school visitors. 

If you are arriving or leaving the school outwith school drop-off/pick-up times, you must 
report at once to the School Office. Please slide both bolts on the playground gate shut 
behind you on entering and leaving for security.  

The nursery gate from Dean Bank Lane and the gate between the nursery and school are 
not to be used, except by parents with younger children in the nursery. 

Bicycles and Scooters 

There is a bicycle rack near the gate to the nursery entrance where bicycles may be left. The 
scooter rack is in the Shelter. Bicycles and scooters are left at your own risk and using a lock 
is advised. 

There is no scooting or cycling within the school grounds. Please remind your child to walk, 
pushing their bike or scooter, from the school gate.  

When collecting your child’s bike or scooter, please follow social distancing advice. Further 
information will be given next term. 

Parking 

Vehicles must not be parked on the road outside the school, especially where they could 
restrict the view of the School Crossing Patrol. There is very little parking around the school. 
Please support us in being a health-promoting school by walking, scooting or cycling.  
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Lateness, Sickness and Absence 

Coronavirus 

Please follow NHS and Scottish Government advice. If your child becomes ill at school with 
any of the identified symptoms, NHS advice will be followed. More information will follow 
on this at the start of term. 

What to Do If Your Child is Late 

If your child arrives at school after the P1 doors have shut at 9am they will need to go to the 
School Office for a ‘late slip’ before coming to class. Please wait outside the main school 
door while your child goes into the office. You may then go with them to the classroom 
door, where they will need to knock for access.  

What to Do If Your Child is Sick 

If your child is unwell, please telephone the School Office on 0131 332 6109. There is an 
automated option to leave a message with details of name, class and the medical issue. You 
can also email admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk. Please ensure that you do so before 9am.  

It is imperative that pupils affected with vomiting and/or diarrhoea should remain off 
school until they have been symptom free for at least 48 hours. 

This advice applies at all times, even if your child has completely recovered and feels well. 
So for instance: 

• If your child vomits at 10am on Saturday, they will not be symptom free until 10am 
Monday; in practice they should return to school on Tuesday 

• If your child vomits at 3am on Monday morning, they will be symptom free at 3am 
Wednesday morning, so would be clear to return to school on Wednesday 

• If your child vomits at 9pm on Friday night, has no further symptoms but vomits 
again at 8.45pm on Sunday night, the 48hr period restarts and they would not be 
symptom-free until 8.45pm Tuesday night; they can return to school on Wednesday 

Thank you for your support in observing these essential NHS guidelines. 

What to Do If Your Child is Absent 

Class teachers or the School Office must be notified in advance of medical appointments, or 
any other reason why your child will be absent. In the event of an unplanned absence 
please telephone the school on 0131 332 6109 or email admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk at 
the earliest opportunity.  

  

mailto:admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk
mailto:admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk
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Holidays 

School term dates, including holidays, bank holidays and in-service training (‘inset’) days, are 
provided in an Appendix.  

You should arrange family holidays outwith term times; absence for holidays during normal 
school time will be recorded as unauthorised, except under very exceptional circumstances. 
There is some discretion for religious celebrations. More information on authorised and 
unauthorised absence and related procedures can be found in our School Handbook, or on 
the City of Edinburgh Council website. 
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Communication  

ParentMail 

We use the email system ParentMail to communicate with parents and carers. As well as 
receiving emails, you can download the ParentMail app to receive notifications and view 
messages on your mobile phone. Urgent text alerts will also be sent in exceptional 
circumstances. 

You will receive information on registering for ParentMail separately. Please sign up and 
activate it as soon as you receive your ParentMail letter. If you experience any difficulties, 
please let the School Office know so we can try to any resolve issues.  

For the first few weeks of term, until all parents are set up on ParentMail, school messages 
relating to Primary 1 would usually be sent home on paper.  

Children who previously attended the Stockbridge Primary School nursery will already be on 
the ParentMail system. Please contact the School Office urgently if you do not receive 
ParentMail messages once the system is activated for Primary 1 classes. 

Please make sure that your contact details are kept up-to-date and let us know as soon as 
possible of any changes so that you don’t miss anything. 

ParentPay 

ParentPay is a secure online payment service for schools, providing an easy system for you 
to pay for school meals, milk and other items such as school trips. ParentPay is also the way 
to order your child’s school meals, including free school meals in Primary 1. 

We will provide a letter containing your activation details early in the new term, to enable 
you to set up your ParentPay account. Guidance on how to activate your account and 
navigate the ParentPay system is provided in the letter, but if you encounter any problems 
please speak to the School Office. We can also put you in touch with experienced parent 
volunteers who can help you through the activation process and with using the system.  

If you have more than one child you can add your new Primary 1 child to your existing 
account; information on how to do this may be found in the activation letter. Children who 
previously attended the Stockbridge Primary School nursery will already be on the 
ParentPay system, which will be updated to reflect their move to Primary 1.  

Communication with Teachers 

Usually pick-up time, after the children are dismissed, is the best time to speak to your 
child’s teacher. More information will follow at the start of term to ensure social distancing 
measures are followed. If you need to get a message to their teacher first thing, please write 
a brief note which your child can hand in to the teacher themselves. At the start of the day 
teachers need to settle and supervise the arriving children, so it is important that they are 
not distracted. For any sensitive issues or matters needing a longer discussion, please make 
an appointment to meet with your child’s teacher at a mutually agreeable time.  
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Partnership with Parents (Sharing Learning) 

We share information about key dates, school events and keep you updated on your child’s 
progress and learning in a variety of ways: 

• ParentMail 
Emails/messages in the ParentMail app; the main means of communication between 
the school and parents.  

• Weekly Bulletin 
Sent by the School Office each Friday, highlighting key dates and information for the 
week to come. 

• Class Newsletters 
Sent by the class teacher at the beginning of each term, detailing the curriculum, 
homework expectations, any school trips and other class-specific information. 

• School Newsletters 
Sent by the Head Teacher at intervals, celebrating achievements within the school 
community, highlighting key issues and listing important dates for your diary.  

• Online Learning Journals 
Updated by the class teacher at set points during the academic year. You will be able 
to access it at any time to look at your child’s progress and learning. We encourage 
parents to comment on these updates, and also to share any achievements from 
outside school. 

• Parent Consultations 
A one-to-one, ten-minute meeting between teachers and parents, held twice a year 
(usually in October and March). An invitation will be sent out by ParentMail, and 
parents can sign up online for a convenient slot. 

• School website 
Copies of newsletters, policies, Powerpoint slides from events, school lunch menus, 
important diary dates, reminders, staff lists, school news and general information 
www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com 

• Twitter 
General updates on class learning, events, achievements, photographs and 
reminders @stockbridge_ps 

 

If, at any time, you wish to have further information about your child’s work or progress, 
please contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance to arrange a meeting. 

www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com
https://twitter.com/stockbridge_ps
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Teaching and Learning 

Curriculum Evening  

Normally in mid-September, we invite all parents to a Curriculum Evening led by the class 
teachers. Please come along if you can, as it’s a great opportunity to find out about Primary 
1 and how you can support your child’s learning.  

The Curriculum Evening will provide more information about: 

• a typical day in Primary 1 

• the benefits of play-based learning 

• how play-based learning works with the Curriculum for Excellence 

• different kinds of play-based learning in Primary 1 

• literacy, including Jolly Phonics, reading, writing and handwriting 

• numeracy, including number formation 

• interdisciplinary learning 

• how to support your child’s learning at home, including Home School Learning 
(homework!) 

• how your child’s progress will be assessed and communicated 
 

More information on how this will be organised will follow at the start of term. 

Open Morning 

Normally in mid-September we throw open the doors of the school for an Open Morning, at 
which your child can show you around their classroom. You’re also welcome to explore 
other classrooms and the wider school if you wish.  

More information and dates would usually be sent out nearer the time. This year we may 
not be able to organise our Open Morning in September. More information will follow. 

Parent Helpers 

There are frequent opportunities for parents to become more involved with the school as 
the year progresses. For instance, parent volunteers may: 

• accompany the class on school trips 

• talk to children for events like Maths Week or World of Work Week 

• support reading groups or other activities 
 
We require all parents who help out to have completed a PVG. If you would like to help, 
please email admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk.  

The Parent Council also needs parents to help at events, or to lend their expertise in 
finance, graphic design, event management and more. Please share your talents and skills! 

 

mailto:admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk


  

APPENDICES 
 

Appendix: Other Useful Information 

Appendix: Term Dates 

Appendix: A Year at Stockbridge Primary 

Appendix: Map 

Appendix: Childcare Providers 

Appendix: Parent Council 
 

 



32 

Appendix: Other Useful Information 

Who’s Who at Stockbridge Primary School? 

In addition to your child’s teacher, they may meet and work with: 

• Pupil Support Assistants (PSAs), who may be in class as one-to-one assistants for 
pupils needing extra support or to help the class more generally 

• our Support for Learning teacher 

• visiting specialists, such as English as an Additional Language (EAL) teachers, Speech 
and Language Therapists or Educational Psychologists 

• members of the Senior Leadership Team 

• student teachers on placement 

An up-to-date list of teaching, support and other staff at the school may be found on our 
website, www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com/staff/. 

Playtime 

Normally Primary 1 children have two 15-minute playtimes outside: 

• 10.30–10.45am  

• 1.45–2.00pm 

Initially Primary 1 children will have an earlier playtime so they are not overwhelmed by too 
many older children. Primary 6 buddies will join them at playtime until the new children feel 
happy and confident in the playground.  

During playtime the school gates are locked and playground supervisors are on duty.  

We play outside daily even when it is raining, but in extreme weather playtime may need to 
be held indoors in your child’s classroom. 

Updated guidance on playtime will come at the start of term. 

Promoting Positive Relationships 

We are a Rights Respecting School. We have three school rules:  

• I am ready 

• I am safe 

• I am respectful 

Positive behaviour may be rewarded in a number of ways in Primary 1, including 
Achievement Awards, Star of the Day recognition and house points. 

Usual sanctions for inappropriate behaviour may include verbal warnings, reflection time in 
another class or inside at playtime, or communication with parents to seek solutions and 
support. 

  

http://www.stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com/staff/
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Medical Requirements and First Aid 

If you haven’t notified the School Office regarding any medical, allergy or dietary 
requirements for your child, or if their needs have changed, please let us know urgently. 

Please bring medicines and accompanying forms to school on your child’s first day and hand 
them to the School Office. If you have not yet received the appropriate form please let the 
School Office know. Any medicine must be in the original box it came in. 

If a child needs medical attention during the school day – for example, if they fall in the 
playground, or they feel unwell – they will be assisted by a trained member of staff. In more 
serious cases the School Office will telephone parents to advise of any injuries or illness, and 
you may be asked to collect your child if they need to recover at home. Please ensure your 
emergency contact details are kept up-to-date at all times. 

If your child receives a bump to the head, you will always receive a note home or a phone 
call to alert you. 

Lost Property 

Any named items left in Primary 1 at the end of the day will be reunited with their owners. 
We also have a small team of parent volunteers who will try, where possible, to return 
named items of lost property to children. Please name all items of uniform, gym kits, lunch 
boxes, coats, bags and water bottles. 

Unnamed items found in the classroom, elsewhere in the school or the playground will be 
placed in the Lost Property cupboard in the Shelter. From here they may be claimed by 
pupils and parents. Unclaimed items are eventually recycled or given to charity. 

Please ensure that pupils do not bring valuable or expensive items of clothing or other 
possessions to school, nor those of sentimental value. 

Financial Assistance 

No child or family should be excluded from any aspect of school life on financial grounds. 
We have a dedicated Inclusion Fund designed to remove financial barriers, from which 
funds can be distributed discreetly by the Head Teacher to help families on low incomes 
with the cost of school trips, class activities, visiting theatre shows, ticketed social events 
like the Hallowe’en party, and more. If you would like more information, please do speak to 
the School Office in absolute confidence. 

Low income families are also entitled to free school meals, milk and a school clothing 
grant from the City of Edinburgh Council. More details, and how to apply, can be found at: 

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20183/food_and_clothing/392/free_school_meals_and_help_
with_schoolwear 

Please do ask, in complete confidence, about all forms of financial assistance at the School 
Office. We can also provide paper copies of the relevant Council forms. 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20183/food_and_clothing/392/free_school_meals_and_help_with_schoolwear
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20183/food_and_clothing/392/free_school_meals_and_help_with_schoolwear
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Activities provided through the Active Schools scheme (see the section on Clubs and 
Activities) are free for children who are registered for free school meals. More information 
will be provided in the Active Schools information leaflet in due course. 

School Houses 

There are four Houses at Stockbridge:  

• Clarence (yellow) 

• Henderson (blue) 

• Inverleith (green) 

• Raeburn (red) 

Once your child is settled into Primary 1, they will be placed in a House. Children who have 
older siblings will always be placed in the same House. In their House, children will get to 
know a smaller group of pupils from every year group, creating bonds across the school. 

Children may earn points for their House by positive behaviour. They also compete in their 
Houses at Sports Day (wearing a t-shirt of their House colour). A House Cup, based on the 
House points accumulated over the year, and a Sports Cup, based on the performances at 
Sports Day, are awarded at the end of the academic year.  

School Photographs 

Each year the Edinburgh Evening News publishes a class photograph of every new Primary 1 
class across the City of Edinburgh. This is usually taken in mid-September and published as a 
supplement in the newspaper across two days in late September. More information and an 
opportunity to purchase copies of the newspaper and/or the photograph will be provided 
nearer the time. 

Individual school photographs are usually taken during the autumn term, and whole class 
photographs in the summer term. Parents are offered the chance to buy the photographs 
but there is no obligation. 

Swan Savers 

Swan Savers is the school’s saving scheme, run by P6 pupils. More information will be 
provided in due course, or can be found on the school website. Application forms are also 
provided in the parent leaflet boxes by the main school front door. 
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Clubs and Activities 

A range of after-school activities is typically offered, both by independent providers and 
through the City of Edinburgh Council’s Active Schools scheme. These might include: 

• sports (tennis, dance, parkour and so on) 

• drama 

• arts and crafts  

• knitting 

Clubs may be held at the school or elsewhere locally. The clubs and activities on offer are 
affected by many factors, including the availability of school premises. More information on 
any clubs or activities offered this year, and a chance to sign up, will usually be sent out in 
September. 

We minimise extracurricular opportunities for Primary 1 children during school hours so as 
not to overwhelm them. However, as they progress through the school clubs and activities 
offered at lunchtime may include: 

• choir 

• Glee club 

• gardening 

• games like bridge 

• sports like football or basketball 

During P4 there will be a short course of swimming lessons as part of the curriculum, and 
there may also be opportunities to learn a musical instrument; from P5 pupils can train with 
our school football teams and compete against local schools; in P6 the children may be 
offered skiing lessons and bicycle training; and P7 pupils may have further skiing lessons and 
usually enjoy a week away together at an outdoor pursuits centre. More information on 
these and other activities, which of course may vary, will be provided in due course as your 
child progresses through the school. 
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Appendix: Term Dates 

These are the dates we have currently been given by the City of Edinburgh Council for this 
year. However, these dates are very likely to change so please keep checking the council 
website; we will also update you by email or ParentMail as and when we know more 
ourselves. 

Term dates for this and future academic years are published on the City of Edinburgh 
Council website: www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20074/schools/20/term_dates.  

Please note that some dates may not be as expected. For example, Edinburgh schools take 
Victoria Day as a holiday in May rather than the UK-wide holiday at the end of the month. 
We are also in school during the late August Bank Holiday, but have a separate Bank Holiday 
Monday in mid-September. 

Dates do sometimes change during the academic year and we will always highlight these as 
we become aware of them. 

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/info/20074/schools/20/term_dates
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Appendix: A Year at Stockbridge Primary 

We usually have a packed and lively schedule for the Primary 1 year at Stockbridge! We 
recognise that it can be useful to have an outline for what to expect over the coming months, 
but please bear in mind that not all of these events may be held annually, and that 
dates/details will vary. More information and exact dates will be highlighted in the Weekly 
Bulletins and by ParentMail in due course.  

In the current circumstances we will also be guided by the latest Scottish Government 
advice on what can happen and how events can be organised. 

 

Autumn Term 

August 
School restarts 

September 
Curriculum Evening 
Open Morning 
Bank Holiday 
P1 Evening News Photo 

October 
Parent-Teacher Consultations 
October holidays 
Halloween Party 

November 
Christmas cards on sale 

December 
P1 and P2 Christmas Show 
Christmas Fair 
Christmas Disco 
Theatre trip/in-school show 
School Christmas Assembly 
Christmas holidays 

Spring Term 

January 
Burns Assembly 
Playground Ceilidh 
School Ceilidh  

February 
Half-Term holiday 

March 
World Book Day 
Parent-Teacher Consultations 
Easter Holidays 

April 
Easter Holidays 

Summer Term 

May 
Class School Photos 
Bank Holidays 
Summer Fair 

June 
Sports Day 
P1 Assemblies 
School End-of-Year Assembly 

 

Individual school photos are taken during the autumn term. 

Class trips, linked to each class’s learning, may usually take place at any point in the year, and 
more information would be provided as and when they are arranged.  

All government guidance will be strictly adhered to. No trips are currently planned. 

The Parent Council runs a busy events programme, some of which are included in the list 
above. Other events – including bake sales, movie nights, coffee mornings and the like – may 
also be held during the year. 
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Appendix: Map 

 

 

Notes 

School Hall used for assembly, PE, special events such as visiting theatre shows, and as 
the dining hall at lunchtime; also used for Parent Consultations, meetings etc 

MUGA Multi Use Games Area, as the metal structures can be used as football goals, 
basketball hoops, etc 

GP Room General Purpose space, also known as ‘the Hub’; can be used for music or 
drama classes by the school, and for meetings, coffee mornings, etc; also 
used by the Stockbridge After-School Club 
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Appendix: Childcare Providers 

After-School Childcare Providers 

There are three principal providers of after-school childcare at Stockbridge Primary School, 
ie those who will collect children from their classes at the end of the day and offer childcare 
on-site or in the local area. These are: 

Daddy Daycare 

https://www.daddydaycareedinburgh.com/ 

Smart Cookies 

http://we-are-smart-cookies.com/ 

Stockbridge After-School Club 

https://www.stockbridgeafterschoolclub.com/ 

 

Please note that these providers work separately from, and are not affiliated with, 
Stockbridge Primary School and that inclusion in this list is not an endorsement.  

Breakfast Club 

We are sometimes able to offer an on-site Breakfast Club providing daycare for children 
before school. This provision is affected by the availability of premises and staff, and if it is 
being run in the current session then information will be provided. Please enquire at the 
School Office if you are interested. 

  

https://www.daddydaycareedinburgh.com/
http://we-are-smart-cookies.com/
https://www.stockbridgeafterschoolclub.com/
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Appendix: Parent Council 

 

 

On behalf of the Parent Council, welcome to Stockbridge Primary School! We hope your 
child enjoys their time in Primary 1. 

What is the Parent Council? 

The Parent Council (PC) works on behalf of all parents and carers to support the school. We 
represent parents’ views to the Head Teacher and sometimes to the wider community. Each 
class is represented by one or two parents or carers, who attend Parent Council meetings.  
The Head Teacher reports on school news and responds to issues being discussed, while PC 
representatives can raise issues from parents or ideas to improve the school.   

All parents and carers (not just class reps!) are welcome to attend, whether you have an 
idea or suggestion to contribute, or simply wish to hear more about what’s happening in 
school. More information will be sent out once term has started.  

The Parent Council is currently holding virtual meetings online. 

Welcome Coffee Morning 

To kick off the new school year, the Parent Council would normally host a Welcome 
Coffee Morning at the school, offering tea, coffee and treats. This would be a chance to 
meet other parents, hear about upcoming events, and find out a bit more about the school 
and the Parent Council. If it becomes possible to host such an event this year we will provide 
details by ParentMail. All parents and carers (and younger children) are warmly welcome to 
pop in, but we'd especially like to invite any new families who have just joined us at 
Stockbridge – please do come and say hello!  

Social Events: Hallowe’en, Christmas, Fairs… 

The Parent Council also runs our hugely enjoyable and successful Events programme 
throughout the year. This may include a Hallowe’en Party, Christmas Fair, movie nights, 
bake sales and Summer Fair. As well as being great fun, these events raise a lot of money for 
the school. We also host occasional Coffee Mornings throughout the year.  
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Getting in Touch 

Email: stockbridgeparentcouncil@gmail.com 

Mail: we have a mailbox on the windowsill inside the main school, by the School Office door  

Website: stockbridgeparentcouncil.wordpress.com/ 

Facebook: @stockpsparents 

Twitter: @stockps_parents 

WhatsApp groups 

Each class has a WhatsApp group for parents to chat, keep connected, ask questions and 
communicate class-related issues. For new Primary 1 classes, a WhatsApp group is usually 
set up by a parent who has children already at the school and who will put the word out 
before and after school to let all P1 parents know. If you would like to be added, ask around 
among other parents or email the Parent Council. Please remember that class WhatsApp 
groups must not be used to discuss individual children, staff members or serious school 
issues. 

Top Tips from Parents 

 Try not to worry! Your child may be tearful on their first morning, but once they are 
in class they invariably cheer up. Try not to draw out the farewells, but give a 
cheerful goodbye and don’t hang around! Starting school can be harder on the 
parents – remember some tissues on the first morning… 

 In all the first morning excitement, remember to take a photo of the big day! 

 A backpack with an outer pocket is useful so that water bottles can be kept outside; 
if the lid is accidentally left open it doesn’t soak the rest of the bag contents. 

 You may be keen to hear details of your children’s day, their new friends, and so on. 
Sadly a ‘good’ may be the best you can hope for… 

 Your child’s clothes and belongings, notably jumpers, will be lost. Sometimes 
forever. Sometimes they will be returned in a state which makes you wish they had 
never been found. If your child’s clothes or possessions are lost, it is not the fault of 
the teacher. 

 Your children will come home most days looking like they have used themselves as a 
canvas for art, or have rolled round in the sandpit. This means they’ve had a 
wonderful day! 

 Remember that events don’t always occur exactly as a child retells them, and details 
can get muddled. Please allow for this and check with a teacher if you need to clarify 
the facts. 

mailto:stockbridgeparentcouncil@gmail.com
https://stockbridgeparentcouncil.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/stockpsparents/
https://twitter.com/stockps_parents


 

Notes 

Please use this page for any notes you may wish to make during the transition events, or to 
jot down any questions you may have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to welcoming you and your child to Stockbridge Primary School! 


