
 

 
 
21st August 2020 
 
Dear  parents and carers.  
We are now at the end of our first full week back. It has been so good to see all your children in 
school. The atmosphere is happy and the children are relaxed, enjoying learning and seeing their 
friends.   
There is quite a bit of information in this update – you may want to make a coffee first 
before taking a look.  
  
Learning and Teaching  
In classes we are focussing on maths, literacy and health and well being.  
Assessment is taking place in school – this is not 
necessarily through formal, summative assessments. We are building up a picture in a 
wide variety of ways to show us where you  child currently is in their learning and how they are 
emotionally and socially. This will help us plan where to go to next.  

PE and outdoor learning  

We understand that some of you are getting emails about PE and it is unclear, if you have 

more than one child, who this email is for. We do apologise. Your children will be outside 

for PE and outdoor learning as much as possible. Can we please ask that they come into 

school wearing clothes appropriate for this everyday. School jumpers and colours where 

possible, but if you have none that are available then comfortable, practical clothing 

would be ideal.  

  
Stockbridge Art Gallery   
We are also using our artistic skills and over the coming weeks you will see pictures tweeted of 
our ‘Stockbridge Art Gallery’. All classes from N to P7 are involved. We are developing different 
art skills  throughout the school  and our themes are tied up with our Building 
Resilience Programme. I had the pleasure of seeing some of our P7 pupils water colour weather 
pictures with motivational messages – inspiring to say he least!  
Stockbridge Community Safety  
Thank you to you all for trying to keep social distancing happening at drop off and pick up. 
We appreciate it can be difficult on our local streets and I will be in touch with our parent council 
next week to discuss this matter. I know that some of you have expressed concern regarding 
pavement congestion at busy times. We also know that the road works and overhanging bushes 
are contributing this. Please be assured that we are looking collectively into these matters. We 
are still observing a small group of our parents hugging and shaking hands – again, Co-Vid 19 
spreads easily. Please can we ask that you help to keep us all safe by maintaining social distancing 
where possible  
We are now getting used to our one way system in the school grounds. Thank you to all of you 
for working so well together to make this work.   
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This week a small number of families went through the Nursery door near the MUGA play area to 
exit via the Nursery garden. Can we please ask that this does not happen and that our 1-
way system is observed.   
  
Pupil Absence:   
Please give us more information on reasons for pupil absence including whether your child has 
any symptoms of a cough or fever. Additionally, can you please provide details of return travel 
from a foreign country & quarantine. Please check NHS inform and Scottish Government Travel 
advice.  
Fever for any reason requires an absence of 48 hours – even if having a negative COVID 19 test.   
  

Co-Vid 19 symptoms:  
If you or any member of your household has Co-vid 19 symptoms, your 
children should be kept at home until you have arranged for a test to take 
place. If one child has symptoms and the other does not, NO child is 
allowed in school until testing has happened. We are required to report to 
NHS Lothian each day with numbers of children in our school who are 
waiting to be tested. Thank you for your support with this.  
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/  
  
  
WATER   
There is a council wide ban on pupils refilling water bottles in school. If your child requires more 
than one bottle of water a day, can you please supply them with a second bottle. If your child has 
a school packed lunch, a small carton of water or milk is provided with it.  
  
Lunchtime  
We have our school split into different zones at lunch time. We have two staggered lunchtimes to 
accommodate this and our pupils are in groups for each zone in order to minimise mixing across 
the whole school. We are unable to have school lunches in the hall.  
This is very challenging for us to manage - we are staffing all classes eating lunches, timetabling 
staff lunch, and 1:1 pupil support for those who require it. We have timetabled 15 minutes for 
each class to eat their lunches with supervision. Our P1, P2/1 and P2 classes have longer than 
this at the moment. Should a child in any class have a small amount of food left at the end of the 
15 minutes, we are allowing them to take it to the playground to finish.   

We understand that 15 minutes is not long for your child to eat their lunch. It would be 

helpful if you could plan with them what they can eat in that time so that if they require 

finishing a small part of it, it is easily taken into the playground where it can be quickly 

finished  

  

Communication  
I am  looking into how as a school communicate with you all – for example, my 
HT updates contain a lot of information and it would be helpful for you to have this easily 
accessible. Our senior leadership team, support for leaning and Nursery teacher are receiving 
training from Gary Sullivan from Ideate on Wednesday next week to look again at our 
website. Gary worked with staff to help set up our website initially. He and his team support 
many Edinburgh schools We will be in touch in the near future to gather your opinions.  

  

Cothes washing:  

Can we please encourage regular washing of school clothes. If you child wears a tie to 

school, can you please include this in washing.  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/coronavirus-in-children/


 

Home learning  

We will be in touch soon about how this will look moving forwards. We are moving away 

from Online Learning Journals as detailed in a previous HT update. More info to follow  

  
Dates for the diary  
We are working on our school diary and information will be coming to you all soon about school 
events and how we are planning to organise them a time where movement and mixing is very 
restrictive.  
  

Thank you  
I would like to finish by saying a massive thank you to my staff, to our parents and carers and to 
all our pupils. Everyone has been pulling together and working supportively to ensure the 
very best return to school for our pupils.  
Have a relaxing weekend.  
  
Kind regards,  
Caroline Ashbrook  
 


