
 

 

 

 

 

  
 Welcome to Stockbridge      

Nursery Class 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
 
Our Staff 
 

• Mrs Caroline Ashbrook  (Head Teacher) 

• Miss Christine Howie (Nursery Class Teacher) 

• Miss Gill McGhee (Early Years Practioner) 

• Mrs Caroline Munro (Early Years Practioner) 

• Miss Sara Coghill (Early Years Practitioner) 

• Miss Amberley Caldwell (Early Years Practitioner) 

• Mr Andrew Trainer (Early Years Assistant) 

• Miss Louisa Young (Modern Apprentice until October) 

• Mrs Teraj Kaur (Domestic Assistant) 
 
 
Our Values 
 
RESPECT / AMBITION / RESILIENCE / INTEGRITY / KINDNESS 
 
At Stockbridge Primary we work closely together with our school community to empower 
everyone to be: 
successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens 
 
We work together to build upon a happy, healthy and inclusive school community. 
 

 
Our Nursery Ethos 
 
We are a child led Nursery focused on the success of each individual. Our staff are 
passionate about the brilliance of play based learning and strive to create the best 
opportunities for our Nursery, families and children. We follow current government 
guidance including Realising the Ambition 
(https://education.gov.scot/media/3bjpr3wa/realisingtheambition.pdf) which provides 
more detail on a child centred approach to learning. 
 
Not only do we encourage the children to develop but also ourselves. We keep up to date 
with current policies and guidance, attend professional development courses and 
collaborate with our cluster Nurseries to continue to improve. 
 
We want to collaborate with you to support your child in their start to Nursery. As a staff 
team we are open to communication from you at the start and end of the day and can 
arrange meetings at your request. 
 
  



 

 
Starting Nursery 

Children are encouraged to become independent at nursery. It is useful if you help your 
child to achieve this by encouraging them to: 

• put on/take off coats, jumpers, shoes, boots 

• hang up their coats 

• use the toilet, flush, wash, dry hands  

• take turns 

• share toys and resources 

• tidy up toys after use 
Please consider what clothing your child wears to allow independence  
 

 
Keyworker System 
 

Your child will have an identified key worker. This member of staff will meet with you to 
introduce you and your child into the nursery. They are in charge of tracking your child’s 
progress on their Online Learning Journal, which is a record of their achievements and next 
steps. They will also meet with you at parent consultations  twice a year.  
 
Nursery Hours 
 

Monday – Thursday: 8.30am – 3pm 
Friday: 8.30am – 12.30pm 
 
Please note: 
• We operate a flexible drop off between 8.30am – 9am it is important that your child is 

in nursery by 9.00am to be registered and to allow us to open the garden. 
• Please ensure you are on time to pick up for your child. You have between 2.50pm – 

3pm Monday to Thursday and 12.20-12.30pm on Friday to collect your child and leave 
Nursery. 

 
Attendance 
 

Although nursery is voluntary, children generally benefit from regular attendance to help 
them settle and to prepare them for school. If your child is not able to attend, please text 
0746 981 0309 with your child’s name, the reason for their absence and probable return 
date. For planned holidays, please complete a yellow holiday slip and give to a member of 
the nursery staff team. If you would like your child to follow a specific weekly routine (for 
example no attendance on a Wednesday) please let your child’s key worker know. 
 
 
  



Teaching and Learning 
 
Curricula 
 
We follow the Curriculum for Excellence and the Development Milestones.  
 
There are 8 subject areas in the Curriculum for Excellence. 
These are: 

• Literacy & Language 

• Numeracy & Mathematics 

• Health & Wellbeing 

• Social Studies 

• Expressive Arts 

• Technologies  

• Religious & Moral Education 

• Science.   
 
When your child is observed it will capture a significant learning experience and be linked 
to one of the Curriculum for Excellence areas. We will also offer updates throughout the 
year on key curriculum areas and how your child is progressing in them.  
 
Developmental milestones are used to assess where the children are in their motor skills, 
communication skills, thinking skills and relationships. We use our judgement as a team to 
see wether a child has met these milestones termly and share this at parent consultations. 
 
All of our planning is based on the children’s interests linked in with the above curricula. 
Children’s interests are shared with you on the online learning journals and displayed in the 
Nursery welcome room. 
 
Observations 
 
We use the Online Learning Journals to share with you your child’s learning through the 
day. Observations are key to informing us of where your child is in their learning and where 
they need to go next. Next steps are specific to the individual and are monitored by the 
child’s key worker. 
 
Where an event has taken place in the Nursery and it does not link to a specific learning 
event we will upload this on the learning journal as a story. 
 
You can also upload your own contributions on the online learning journals, we really enjoy 
seeing what the children are achieving at home and celebrating this with them. 
 
 
 
 

 



General Information  
 
Communication 
 

• Please check the nursery notice boards for important notices. 

• Please ensure that you have signed up for Parentmail, as this will allow us to send you 
email and text updates. 

• Please check your child’s Online Learning Journal regularly. This is a personal learning 
plan on a secure website maintained by nursery staff. These are available for you to look 
at, comment on and add your child’s wider achievements. 

• Parents are welcome - and encouraged - to come and help in the nursery. Please speak 
to a member of the nursery team if you are would like to arrange a time to share your 
skills with the children. 

• Please let staff know if there are any changes at home which may affect your child. This 
will be treated in confidence. 

 
Contact Information 
Nursery Mobile (for texting children’s absences only):      0176 981 0309 
School Telephone (to speak to school office or Nursery): 0131 332 6109  
Email:  admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk 
Website:  www.stockbridge.edin.sch.uk 
Twitter:  @stockbridge_ps 
 
Clothes and Personal Belongings 
 

Outdoor play is an important part of the nursery curriculum and children are encouraged to 
go out to the nursery garden every day. Please ensure that they come to nursery with 
suitable clothing and footwear. 

• Please put a change of clothes and a pair of named indoor shoes/slippers into your 
child’s draw string bag in the cloakroom. 

• Please help your child to change into indoor shoes on arrival. 

• Please put children’s indoor shoes under the bench or into their drawstring bag on their 
peg at the end of each session. It is important that the floor is clear at the end of the 
session for cleaning purposes. 

• Please label all items of clothing/ footwear likely to be removed with your child’s name. 

• Some activities can be messy and accidents can happen – please consider this when 
dressing your child for nursery. 

• Please do not allow children to bring their own toys (unless needed for transition 
purpose ) or dress up clothes to nursery. 

 
Health and Safety 
 

To ensure the safety of all children, please remember the following: 

• Close gates and doors when you enter or leave the nursery. 

• Do not bring dogs into the school grounds. 

• Do not allow children to ride bikes or scooters in the playground. 

mailto:admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk
http://www.stockbridge.edin.sch.uk/


• Pushchairs cannot be left in the Nursery 

• Supervise children while they are in the school grounds. 

• Ensure that staff have a current emergency contact who is available while your child is 
at nursery. 

• Inform staff if anyone other than the named adult will be collecting your child 
 
Medication 
 

Medication should generally be given at home. If your child requires any essential 
medication (e.g. inhaler) this should be discussed with the nursery staff. Health care forms 
must be completed for any medication to be given by staff. 
 

In the case of minor accidents, basic first aid will be given by a member of staff. You will be 
informed at the end of the session and asked to sign the accident book. 
 

If your child contracts an infectious disease, such as chicken pox, please inform the nursery. 
Please refer to the Periods of Absence document available on the school website for 
information and guidance. 
If your child has food allergies you must bring a supporting letter from your doctor. This is 
council policies for serving Lunch and Snack. 
 
Snack 
 

Children are encouraged to eat a snack daily. The menu for snack is drawn by children and 
displayed on the snack board every day. If your child has any particular food allergies, 
please discuss this with a member of staff. A typical snack will include a drink of water or 
milk, fruit or vegetables. 
 
Lunch 
 
Lunch is prepared by the school kitchen and eaten in the Nursery with all the other Nursery 
children. Due to the current restrictions with Coronarvirus it will involve soup and a pack 
lunch with a choice of sandwich filling (chosen in the morning or day before on a Friday).  
 
 
 

Parents’ Action Group (PAG) 
 

We encourage parents and carers to be involved in all aspects of our nursery. We arrange 
termly PAG meetings attended by the Head Teacher and Class Teacher. These meetings also 
provide a great opportunity to meet other parents and carers over coffee and biscuits.   
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