
 

 
11th September 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 

It is lovely to see so many of you when we are on the gates at the start and end of the 
day. It is a great place for you to catch one of our team if there is some information you 
wish to pass on.  
 

Curriculum Evening  
Many thanks to those of you who have completed our survey about our 
forthcoming Curriculum Evening and your child’s return to school. So far, we have had 83 
responses. We really appreciate the feedback you are giving us. The survey deadline is 
Tuesday 15th Sept. We are meeting as a staff on Wed after school and survey information 
will be shared with your child’s teacher at that point. Myself, our SLT and Support 
for Learning will also be taking an in depth look at all responses from 
Wednesday onwards.  
For your convenience, please click on the following link to complete our survey: Survey  
The date of our virtual curriculum evening will be sent out in my HT newsletter next week.  

 
Reporting on Progress/Parents Evenings  
Parents evenings will be taking place. At the moment, these will be virtual and more information 
will follow about dates, times and how this will be organised this academic year.   
We will also be sending you information about how we communicate with you on pupil 
progress throughout the year so you know what to expect. More information will follow about 
this.  

 
Staffing/Learning and Teaching  
Catching Up on Learning teacher  
City of Edinburgh is funding a considerable number of extra teachers this academic 
year to support the return to school for our pupils. These teachers are called ‘Catching 
Up on Learning’ teachers. Each cluster has one teacher for the academic year. We are 
delighted to say that Samantha Blaikie will be joining us from Wednesday 
14th September. She will be with us until Christmas. Samantha will be working closely 
with Mrs Kelly and staff, supporting individuals, groups and classes with identified areas 
of support. She will be at Stockbridge Primary on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  
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We are delighted to say that we will be advertising for a full 
time Depute Head Teacher. We are very excited about expanding our leadership team 
and the opportunities that this will give us as a school. The post will be advertised in the 
next week.  
  
Teachers’ non-contact time/PE/Specialists  
Firstly, I must apologise for not formerly letting you know that Mr Papa has left our staff 
team. We wish him well on the adventures that lie ahead for him and would like to thank 
him for all he has done for our pupils at Stockbridge.  
Primary teachers in Scotland have 22.5 hours class contact time. For our P1, P2/1 and P2 
teachers this is provided for by a shorter school day and the afternoon break. This is 
normal for most primary schools.   
Non-contact time is given to our P3-P7 teachers. We are delighted to say that this 
year we can offer a variety of learning experiences as part of this. This year, non-
contact time is delivered by Mrs Mitchell on Tuesdays and by Ms Martinez on 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. This term and next term, non-contact time for P3-7 
will focus on PE, French, Music and ICT. French, Music and PE will be taught by Ms 
Martinez and ICT and PE by Mrs Mitchell. Our focus this term is:  
PE: invasion games, good sportsmanship and team communication skills.  
French: revision of greetings and classroom talk. See classroom newsletters for more 
detail.  
Music: following children’s interests we are looking at the History of Music and Body 
Percussion  
ICT: an introduction to using Teams  
This term non-contact time will be changing every three weeks. Please see your child’s 
class newsletter for their PE days.  
  

Communication  
As a school we endeavour to respond promptly to emails and to phone calls.   
Since returning, we are also juggling increased demands on staff to ensure that we 
comply with health and safety requirements.   
Like all schools, we are also juggling a higher than normal staff absence rate – this is 
because our staff are following the same NHS advice as our families.  This is the same in 
all Edinburgh schools. There are times when our staff are isolating and waiting for the 
results of a Co-Vid test on a family member. There are times when our staff 
have displayed one of the symptoms and have to request a test and wait for the results. 
All are negative so far.   
If your message is urgent, please call us. If we don’t respond, please contact us again – 
we thank you for your understanding. If we take longer than expected, it is simply that 
the demands on our time are considerable. We will get back to you.  
 
Warm regards,  
Caroline Ashbrook  
 
 


