
DEVELOPING 
EARLY WRITING 

   

SUPPORTING WRITING  
Below is the guide of how we to support writing at home based on the way we 

teach writing at Stockbridge. We have included some ideas to promote writing 

at home and stimulate creativity.      

We would encourage you to allow your child to explore writing as creatively as 

possible.  In Primary One and Two their writing won’t be perfect and that’s okay!   

 

READ! 

One of the best ways to help your child improve their writing skills is to read! 

Reading books to and with your child will expose them to the structure of writing, 

great ideas and a wide range of vocabulary.        



WRITING SPACE 
If you have space available, having somewhere your child can choose to go to 

write is helpful.  Try to provide stimulating writing materials that they can access 

independently.  Writing materials/tools:  

• Scrap paper  

• Coloured paper  

• Card  

• Lined paper   

• Envelopes  

• Notebooks   

• Diaries  

• Sticky notes   

• Markers  

• Pencils  

• Coloured pencils  

• Crayons  

• Chalk  

• Paint and more!  

  

AUTHENTICITY  
Can you have them help you when you need to write something down? Get your 

child involved in writing in meaningful contexts. Discuss writing when you see 

writing in the world (signs, letters, newspaper, advertising, TV etc).  

 

BE A ROLE MODEL  
Let your child see you as a writer. Point out times that you use writing to 

communicate with others or as part of your job if you’re working from home.   

 
GENERATING IDEAS  

You can help by encouraging your child to write as part of their play….   

They could:  



• Write about something they have done recently;  

• Write a shopping list;  

• Write a birthday card or postcard;  

• Write a letter to a friend, family member or a favourite toy;  

• Draw pictures to tell their stories and write simple sentences next to them;  

• Create signs such as “Don’t touch” or “Wash your hands” around the 

house;  

• Make a board game with instructions;  

• Plan your next holiday;  

• Make a menu for a family dinner;  

• Create own word wall;  

• Advertise their favourite place by making a poster;  

• Create and label a treasure map or map of places you go on your walk;  

• Create a comic; and   

• Use their imagination to create their own stories.  

  

WRITING PROCESS  
We would expect children to have a go at writing simple sentences using words 

from sounds and tricky words they have been taught. We do not expect to see 

everything spelled correctly in their sentences at this stage. Please encourage 

them to give spellings a go and sound words out. Sometimes they might write the 

right sound using the wrong spelling (e.g. ea instead of ee) and that’s okay. We 

don’t want this to hamper their flow of thought.  

Finally talk to your child about their writing and discuss what they have done. Can 

they re-read it to you?  Remember to give lots of praise and acknowledge their 

efforts by pinning the writing on the wall.   

  

Here are the key things we are focused on doing when we write:   

• Recording sounds we know;  

• Spelling our tricky words correctly;   

• Using finger spaces between each word;  

• Keeping my letters between the lines; and   

• Only using capital letters when I am supposed to.  



WRITING EXAMPLE  
 Below is an example of how we might expect a Primary 1 or 2 child to write. 

Capital letters are correctly used and there is a full stop at the end of each 

sentence. The tricky words also have the correct spelling. There are words that 

are not spelled correctly but they all have the correct sound.   

 

We would not expect your child to fix these errors yet. This will come later as their 

writing skills improve with greater sound and tricky word knowledge. Make sure 

you praise them for all the sounds they got correct. You may choose to show 

them the correct spelling (as seen above in grey writing) however we would 

discourage you from getting them to rub out their mistakes and fix them at this 

stage.  

  

If they have made a mistake by spelling a tricky word incorrectly or have used 

capitals where they needed lowercase letters, you may prompt them to fix one 

or two mistakes. It is important children feel successful in their writing and it 

doesn’t become tiresome.  Alternatively, a discussion about these errors and 

talking about their ‘next steps’ will help them when they come to write next time.   



LETTER JOIN CAPITAL LETTERS  
  

  



LETTER JOIN 

LOWER LETTERS  
  

  


