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I would like to extend a very warm welcome and 

welcome back to all our children and families as we 

begin our new year at Stockbridge Nursery. This term 

we have met 9 new families and 3 new members of 

staff. Everyone has shown them kindness and support 

during their first few weeks and as a result they have 

had a positive start to term. It is fantastic to see all 

the children making an effort to follow our routines 

and play and learn together. 

 

Now we are settled into Nursery we have started 

using the online learning journals for observations. 

Please share these with your child as well as upload any 

home learning and achievements from home so we can 

all celebrate learning together. 

In the Nursery we use play based learning to follow the 

children’s interests and extend their learning through play. 

You will be able to follow your child’s individual learning 

through the online learning journals where we will also be 

sharing floorbook updates which are recordings of how we 

have extended the children’s interests.  

 Naturally as the seasons change the children are 

interested in changes in the environment and different 

celebrations/events. If you celebrate any events in the 

Autumn please let us know so we mirror this in the 

Nursery. Examples of how we may explore Autumn include; 

observing the weather, collecting natural materials to sort 

and make art with, celebrating autumn festivals, reading 

stories based on Autumn and visiting the Botanics to 

compare changes from the Summer. 

Please remember to dress your child appropriately for the 

change in weather as we love outdoor learning and will be 

out in all weather!  

The children have had a range of experiences in lockdown 

and it was very important for us to focus on the children’s 

health and wellbeing as they settled into Nursery. Reflecting 

on this we will be looking to support children this term with 

their relationships with their friends which includes turn 

taking and listening to others. This may include putting out a 

resource which children need to share, playing games and 

doing puzzles, presenting challenges to solve together, social 

stories, modelling kindness and supporting friendships. We 

encourage parents to focus on similar skills at home.  

Our building resilience topic this term is Make a Difference. 

Examples of how we may share this in our learning include; 

junk modelling (emphasising the importance of reduce, reuse 

and recycle), discussions on looking after our environment 

including tidying and looking after resources, celebrating 

children who have been kind and helped others, share stories 

with a focus on making a difference, explore people who help 

us and make a difference in our society through role play, 

small world and reading. 
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The Nursery will also be following the school wide 

initiative ‘Stockbridge Counts’. This term we look at 

the red band of the rainbow which is counting 

forwards and backwards. We introduce this through 

play opportunities, physical activity games outside, 

sorting natural resources, as part of our daily routines 

and songs. 

An important part of counting is also understanding 

the value of number and for some children we will be 

challenging them to link counting with 1:1 

correspondence using physical resources. 

So far this term the children have been very 

interested in the mud kitchen, sand and water tray. To 

link maths into their play we have modelled language 

around capacity, baked together focusing on cutting in 

half and measuring out the ingredients and found 

numbers and treasure to count out hidden in the sand. 

Linked with health and wellbeing this we will be focusing on 

supporting children with their talking and listening. This 

will involve encouraging children to ask questions to find 

out more in their learning and listening carefully to staff 

and their friends acting upon what they are told. When it 

comes to story or circle time on the carpet this will involve 

taking turns in a group situation and putting their hands up 

to share their views. 

The children in the Nursery love to read and are always 

looking at stories or asking to be read too. We have a new 

reading shed outside which has helped us continue story 

sharing inside and outside. We encourage children to ask 

questions about stories, commenting on new word meanings 

and discussions around the characters and story lines. On 

our website we have play based learning resources for 

home learning including guides for parents on reading with 

your child to develop a love of reading. At this stage of 

learning it is essential to develop comprehension and a love 

of stories so that when starting school and reading 

themselves this is not lost. 

At Stockbridge Nursery, we greatly value the strong links 

we have with our families. We are currently looking into how 

we continue with parent involvement such as the parent 

action group (PAG), the curriculum evening and parent 

consultations with current COVID-19 restrictions.  

We are always encouraging children to be more independent. 

Please continue this at home by: 

- Supporting your child with dressing independently 

including and send them in clothing that supports 

this. Try your best not to just do it for them. If 

your child cannot do laces please think about getting 

Velcro shoes. 

- Continue to support your child to be independent 

with hand hygeine and toileting including wiping. 

Other important reminders: 

- Please pick up your child within the allocated times 

and do not allow them to play on the Nursery 

equipment for health and safety reasons. 

- For illness please call the Nursery or text the 

mobile and remember to keep up to date with 

COVID-19 guidance.  

- Please check parentmail for important updates 

Thank you! Miss Howie and the Nursery Team 


