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LITERACY AND ENGLISH 

 

Mental Agility  

In P5 we are focussing on the 8 times table and 

counting forwards and backwards in 8s. We are 

revising all the times tables, with an aim of accurate, 

speedy recall of the facts. Once children have 

automaticity of times tables, they will move on to 

work out tables beyond 12 and focus on division 

facts.  

We will also be practising counting forward and 

back in multiples off the times tables (e.g. “count in 

3s from 4”). Understanding square numbers – and 

numbers to the power of a number – has been a 

focus and children have been recalling square 

numbers and working out patterns of multiplication. 

 

Multiplication 

In our written maths, we will be working on 

multiplying using the grid method this term and also 

discussing and trying other methods of 

multiplication. 

 

Word Problems 

Children will learn and revise core mathematical 

language. They will practise reading word problems, 

spotting key words and working through maths 

problems step by step. 

 

Maths Topic – Measure 

As part of our maths topic of Measure, we will 

estimate weights and lengths and use the 

comparative size of familiar objects to estimate 

measurements.  

Children will have the opportunity to choose the 
most appropriate unit of measure and measuring 

tool, then weigh and measure a variety of items, 

recording their findings. 

They will learn what the perimeter is and learn how 

to calculate perimeters.   

 

Titanic links 

We will link facts and statistics about the Titanic to 

our maths learning this term. Using this, and other 

real-life contexts, brings maths to life and shows 

children how to apply maths to real life situations. 

 

Reading 

P5 have three group reading sessions a week.  In these 

sessions they read aloud and discuss their text, read 

independently and complete written tasks such as 

comprehension, summarising and character studies. 

A class novel is read aloud to the class, giving children a 

shared reading experience. It provides a starting point for 

discussion and writing tasks. This term, our class novel is 

Kasper, Prince of Cats by Michael Morpurgo, which ties in 

with our Titanic IDL topic   

Each child has their own choice of book, selected from 

the class library or brought from home, in their tray. On 

Friday we have ERICS (everyone reading in class silently) 

time and children are given the opportunity to talk about 

the books they are enjoying and recommend to others.  

 

Writing 

Children write regularly across the curriculum for a variety 

of purposes. They are encouraged to use cursive 

handwriting and present work neatly.  

This term children are writing imaginative stories, aiming 

to build up tension and atmosphere. Some other types of 

writing will also be writing diary entries and a news report 

as part of our topic work.  

 

Spelling and Language 

As with last term, a new spelling pattern and word list will 

be introduced to the class on Mondays. Children will be 

given the opportunity to practice their spelling in in a 

variety of ways during the week. As a class, we decided 

to trial having a short weekly spelling test on Thursdays, 

rather than a long termly one. Tests are marked by me 

and returned discretely. Spelling words are stuck into 
home-school journals on Mondays and word lists can also 

be found on our school website. 

As well as discussing language in group reading 

discussions, children are developing their knowledge and 

understanding of punctuation and grammar through 

proofreading and editing a variety of short texts. Our 

punctuation focus is capital letters, sentence endings 

and direct speech and our grammar will focus on parts of 

speech.  

HEALTH AND WELLBEING 

 

Children’s physical and mental Health and Wellbeing 

continues to be a key priority. In P5, we incorporate time 

each week when children can share news and discuss 

their feelings if they wish. We also have a ‘Worry Doll’ box 

in the classroom, where children can post a note if they 

want to talk privately to me. 
 

Building Resilience 

The Building Resilience unit we are focussing on this term is 

called ‘Look on the Bright Side’ and the key messages are: 

• There are different ways of looking at the same thing. 

• The way we think can affect the way we feel. 

• Focusing on what we are grateful for can help. 
 

Zones of Regulation 

Children have been enjoying their Zones of Regulation 

lessons, which are led by Miss Graham. They are learning 

an approach which supports the development of their 

emotional self-regulation by helping them recognise and 

accept a wide range of emotions and providing them 

with coping mechanisms. 
 

Keeping Myself Safe 

Children have started a series of lessons that focus on 

personal safety. They will discuss a variety of scenarios and 

will be doing activities such as problem solving, decision 

making and discussing personal responsibility. 
 

PE 

Our PE lessons will continue to run every Monday and 

Thursday with Ms Martinez.  The PE focus for this term is on 

personal fitness and playground games.  
 

Bikeability 

It has been great to see the children develop their cycling 

skills and enjoy riding bikes in their weekly lessons with Ryan 

McGill, our Active Schools Co-ordinator. He has 

commented on P5’s excellent behaviour and positive 

attitude in lessons. P5’s last Bikeability lesson is on 20 Nov. 



P5 INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING OTHER LEARNING AND WIDER SCHOOL LIFE REMINDERS 

Our Topic – The Titanic                                                 

By far the most requested topic by P5s has been the 

Titanic, so this is the focus of our inter-disciplinary 

learning this term.  We have discussed what we 

already know and what we want to learn and 

planned some interesting learning activities. 

Our curricular focus is Social Studies – History - and 

children will learn about life in the early 20th century, 

comparing it to our life today. We will focus on the 

difference between rich and poor people in 1912 

both on and off the ship. We will learn about the 

events surrounding the Titanic disaster and some of 

the passengers and crew. 

Throughout our topic work, we will focus on Literacy, 

reading, writing, talking and listening for a variety of 

purposes. Our class novel, Kaspar, Prince of Cats, 

has the Titanic as one of its settings. 

We will use our Mathematics learning to look at the 

size and scale of the Titanic and we will also look at 

statistics. 

In Technologies, we will use ICT for research. We will 

also look at the design and building of the ship and 

attempt some model making. 

We will look at materials and their properties, 

focussing on floating and sinking, part of the 

Science curriculum.  

Art will be used regularly to enhance children’s 

learning. This term, our Titanic topic will be our 

inspiration for much of our art work. We will focus on 

black pen drawing, figure drawing, collaborative art  

and model making. 

It is shaping up to be a really interesting, fun topic! 

In French, Ms Martinez, has been revising classroom talk 

with children, aiming to embed phrases into our classroom 

routines. They will be learning some vocabulary for 

classroom objects and will be going on to learn how to 

discuss the weather. 

Music lessons will also continue to be delivered weekly by 

Ms Martinez. This term, the focus is on the history of music 

and children will be looking at different musical genres. 

Later in the term, children will be creating their own pieces 

of music. 

Drama techniques such as hot seating and role play will 

be used as part of our Titanic Topic and to support our 

Zones of Regulation lessons.  As restrictions lessen, I hope to 

incorporate more active drama into children’s learning.                                                                                                

Outdoor Learning is a school focus this term. As well as their 

PE lessons and Bikeability, children have also been learning 

some new playground games with our Active Schools Co-

ordinator, Ryan McGill.  I have rescheduled their Inverleith 

Park session and look forward to some fun outdoor 

learning activities over the coming weeks.                                                                                                                                             

Mrs Ashbrook will continue to run remote whole school 

assemblies every Monday. A programme of remote class 

assemblies have also started. P6 and P4 have delivered 

super assemblies on Scandinavia and the Harvest. P5 

really enjoyed seeing children from other classes and class 

assemblies are a fantastic way for us to keep connected. 

Designing our seasonal cards naturally resulted in children 

talking about Christmas. The children have requested a 

Christmas tree, an advent calendar (with chocolate/ 

sweets), a class party and a film showing, all of which I 

would love to provide. We will also listening to Christmas 

music (humming along!), making cards and creating 

decorations for our classroom.  We will also revisit the story 

of Christmas as part of our RME learning.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Home Learning                                                    

Home/School Journals will continue to be sent home on 

a Monday and should be returned the following Monday. 

Please support your child to read regularly, practise their 

spelling sound and words and complete a home learning 

activity each week. This will be shared with peers in their 

table group and Ms Martinez.  

Other Reminders                                                                 

With the drop in the temperature and our focus on 

outdoor learning, it is even more important that children 

are dressed appropriately for being outside. Please 

ensure that your child is prepared for the changeable 

weather and has warm clothing and a waterproof jacket 

every day. 

Make sure your child has a water bottle each day. This 

can be refilled at the drinking water tap in the classroom. 

Due to current restrictions, children should not bring non-

essential items from home to school. 

Please feel free to contact the school if you want to pass 

on information about your child or discuss any issues 

about your child’s learning or wellbeing. This can be 

done via the school administration account or by 

sending a note in your child’s bag. 

Contact details                                                   

Email: admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk      

Telephone: 0131 332 6109                                   

Twitter: @stockbridge_ps 

Sending all P5 families my best wishes and looking 

forward to a great term.                         

                                                                          Ms Fraser       
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