
 
 

 
 

  



Our second annual BookFest in March 2021 brought our scattered 
school community together in countless ways to share our love  

of books and celebrate stories…   

 

We… Play Book Bingo  

At the heart of this year’s BookFest was a 

cheerful challenge – how many of these fun Book Bingo 

activities could children complete?  

• Make a Book Character Competition 

• World Book Day £1 book choice 

• World Book Day Dress Up 

• Share A Story Live online events 

• Reading Everywhere 

• Read a Recipe 

• Bedtime Story 

• Recommend a Book 

• Stockbridge Book Trail 

Stockbridge Primary kids proved their bookish 

credentials by completing countless challenges over 

the week, with some boss-level bookworms ticking off 

all nine tasks with ease. From reading recipes and baking treats to snuggling down in PJs to 

enjoy a family bedtime story, there was literary fun for everyone. 

 

We… Bring Authors to our Kitchen Tables 

Children chose their favourite activities from the BookFest-curated resources: pages 

jam-packed with links to some of the most exciting storytellers around. Whether it was 

enjoying online puppet shows, watching Michael Rosen perform his poems, drawing along with 

top illustrators like Jim Field, honing comic skills with The Phoenix, visiting the World of Wimpy 

Kid or listening to the likes of Julia Donaldson and Cressida Cowell read from their books, this 

year’s BookFest assembled an amazing array of top-notch book 

talent at our very own kitchen tables.  

Children in class and at home also entered 

World Book Day’s Design a National Book Token 

competition, hoping to win hundreds of pounds’ 

worth of books for themselves and the school. 

There were some super designs – good luck! 

“I really liked the book token competition, 

because you can get lots of money to buy 

books!”  

P2 



We… Love the Library 

With Stockbridge Library temporarily 

closed, we were delighted to welcome our 

lovely local librarian Carol Marr to school in 

virtual form. Carol explained how children 

could join the library online during lockdown 

and how to access great books digitally. She 

also introduced the Create a Book Character 

competition, read a story and set children a 

Reading Everywhere challenge. Carol is really 

missing having the Stockbridge Primary children 

in the library – we can’t wait to return! 

 

We… Read Together 

Children from Nursery to Primary 3 shared 

stories in the classroom, while older children 

recommended and read their favourite stories 

together over Teams video calls. Primary 5 

also reminisced about books they had loved 

when they were little, and were inspired to 

plan picture books for their Buddies in the 

Nursery. 

 

We… Read Everywhere! 

Not for us a boring sofa or armchair! Inspired by a 

story that librarian Carol Marr read, we proved that we too read 

anywhere and everywhere. Children shared photos of 

themselves reading in the most creative places they could find 

– in the bath, under the stairs, at the Botanics, in the treetops, 

at the playpark and many other unusual locations besides!  

 

  

“Reading from our favourite books for our Teams meeting was fun!” 

P4/3 
 



We… Write, Draw & Imagine 

Children were encouraged to enter the World 

Book Day 2021 competition run by our local children’s 

bookshop, Ginger and Pickles. From imagining diary 

entries of literary characters to illustrating scenes from 

their favourite books, creating comic strips and graphic 

novels to reviewing World Book Day authors, our 

children demonstrated their brilliant talents and 

enthusiasm. All stand a chance of winning some super 

book prizes – fingers firmly crossed for all the 

Stockbridge children who have entered! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We… Design & Make Our Own Books 

Primary 2 children rolled story dice to generate titles, 

then designed covers for the imaginary books they had created. 

Primary 3 children wrote imaginative stories which they illustrated 

and turned into books.  

“We made a book… You can decorate the cover and the blurb. I 

really liked it!” 

P3 

  

“I really enjoyed the Ginger and Pickles 

competition because it allowed me to 

be creative and I managed to morph 

the character’s words into mine.” 

P4/3 
 

“I liked the Ginger and  

Pickles competition, because I  

got to do drawing and it was a big thing 

– something different.” 

P7 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/WorldBookDay?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/hashtag/WorldBookDay?src=hashtag_click


We… are Story Sleuths 
Families needed all their powers of observation – and 

some quick thinking – to puzzle their way through our 

brilliantly bookish Treasure Trail. The short walking trail around 

Stockbridge and the New Town led children to discover literary 

locations and book-related nooks and crannies in our 

neighbourhood during their daily lockdown exercise, sparking 

imaginations as they went.   

 

 

 

 

Trail clues led to libraries and bookshops, to ghost signs and stone sculptures, to park gates and 

schools, to tunnels and typewriters. Children deciphered the clues to identify letters that 

completed two Scottish book-related mystery words.  

“I enjoyed the Book Trail because I learned a 

lot of things I didn’t know…” 

P6 
 

Along the way they had to exercise their 

imaginations as well as their legs and place 

themselves in the centre of their own stories, 

whether it was dreaming of mysterious 

meetings under a clock tower or imagining 

Victorian steam trains hurtling through a playpark, conjuring up fictional feasts or telling spooky 

ghost stories. We hope all the families who took part had fun!  

 

 

 

 

 

“I really liked the Book Trail 

because it was really fun!” 

P4/3 

“I enjoyed the Book Trail because it gave you fun things to 

do, and I enjoyed working out what the answer was.” 

P3 
 

“I really liked the Trail, thank you!” 

P2 
 



We… Recreate & Retell 

Children in our younger classes took part in a 
wealth of play-based fun, weaving books and storytelling 
even further into our daily adventures. Nursery children 
enjoyed activities based on some of our favourite stories 
– we recreated the story of Jack and the Beanstalk by 
scattering magic beans and then building a bean stalk to 
play around!  
 
We also used small world farm animals 
to retell Julia Donaldson’s story What 
the Ladybird Heard.  
 
In Primary 2, children played book 

charades, acting out well-known picture 

book stories for their classmates to guess. 

 

 

 
 

Primary 2 also collaborated on Where the Wild Things Are art, 

drawing together to make a fantastic supersized illustration to 

display in our classroom.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

We… Love Live Literature 
Following on from last year’s wonderful in-person event with Kate Leiper and brilliant 

virtual event with Alison Murray, we have again won funding from Scottish Book 

Trust’s fantastic Live Literature scheme! The funding is matched by the Parent Council and 

means that we will hopefully be able to hold virtual events for some classes with authors and 

illustrators in the summer term… watch this space! 

“We each had to act out a book to the class and they had to 

guess what it was. It was really fun!” 

P2 
 



We… Create Book Characters! 
One of the highlights of this year’s BookFest was the Mini Book Character 

competition, with prizes of £10 book tokens. Children were set the challenge of 

creating a book character using a loo roll tube, a potato or other fruit or vegetable. 

Demonstrating astounding ingenuity and creativity, they transformed these basic materials 

into some amazing creations, bursting with character and humour. Here are 

just some of the fabulous entries – a massive WELL DONE to everyone who 

entered! 

 

“I loved making the book character out of a potato because it was fun and 

I’ve never done anything like it before!” 

P7 
 



  “I won the vegetable contest!! And I got a book voucher!!” 

P2 
 



                

“I enjoyed making a potato Wilbur (the pig from Charlotte’s Web), 

because it gave me a chance to be creative with the resources we 

already had in the house.” 

P6 



We… Love World Book Day  

Whether in the classroom or at 

home, we celebrated World Book 

Day together. Children shared their 

enthusiasm and favourite stories with 

classmates, in person or in video calls.  

“I really liked seeing the books everyone 

brought into school.” 

P2 

 

Many children tuned in to 

World Book Day’s Share A Story 

Live events, being part of a UK-

wide audience of children. Not 

only were the sessions great 

fun, bringing authors and 

illustrators live into our homes, 

but it was also another big tick 

on the school’s BookFest Bingo 

challenge! 

 

Undaunted by the closure of 

bookshops for browsing during 

lockdown, we teamed up with 

Ginger and Pickles bookshop to 

make sure that every child was 

able to choose their very own 

World Book Day book. A 

massive thank you to Ginger and 

Pickles for supplying these 

fantastic World Book Day books. 

  

 

 

  

“Getting the £1 books from school 

via Ginger and Pickles was great. 

My child got Skysteppers, and 

loved it so much he spent his 

winning book voucher on 

Rooftoppers, which he is now 

glued to! So we have discovered a 

new author.” 

Parent, P5 

 
 



We… Dress Up  

As always on World Book Day, the playground was full of Harrys and Hermiones, of 

Hiccups and Toothlesses, of TinTins and BeastQuest’s Toms. The excitement and chatter felt 

just like old times! And children at home weren’t to be outdone, sharing their outfits on the 

class video calls. From the Nursery to Primary 7, children and teachers alike dressed up – Mrs 

Hagart even painted herself blue! A huge well done to all the children and parents for putting 

together such fantastic costumes despite lockdown. 

 

 
“Dressing up in our characters was fun!” 

P4/3 
 



 

 

 

It was brilliant to see so much excitement among 

children for their favourite books. So many good book 

recommendations were swapped! 

 

“My favourite bit was dressing up as Nibbles, 

the Book Monster!” 

P2 

 
 

“I enjoyed dressing up because I got to see all my 

friends, how they were dressed up and everything.” 

P5 
 



The Bigger Picture 

Stockbridge Primary School’s annual BookFest, coinciding with World Book Day each 

March, is packed with diverse and innovative ways to celebrate reading – whatever 

the circumstances! 

In the midst of lockdown, with our school 

community scattered as never before, this 

year’s BookFest added some sparkle, 

reminding children that worlds both real 

and imaginary are still out there to explore, 

even when our physical horizons have 

closed in. It generated excitement and 

enthusiasm, enabled children to share 

experiences, and offered a way to reforge 

links between children, the school and the 

local community.   

 

 

And where lockdown brought restrictions, it also set us 

free. BookFest 2021 reached beyond the classroom, 

bringing authors and illustrators virtually to kitchen tables, 

taking reading out into parks and gardens, and sparking 

imagination on our local streets. Authors and illustrators 

from not only Scotland but across the UK and indeed the 

world were accessible and immediate. 

 

 

 

BookFest 2021 also escaped the printed page. Signposts to 

a wealth of online resources meant children could listen to 

poems read aloud, draw along with illustrators, watch 

puppet shows, enjoy playing games and join thousands of 

other children at live events online. At school and at home school, children were encouraged 

to bake, to dress up, to snuggle up, to head 

outdoors, to draw, to review, to write and to 

dream. Accessing such a rich world in these 

diverse ways reaches to the heart of our goal 

of engaging all children and offering different 

‘ways in’ to the joy of stories.  

“It seemed that an imaginary book world came 

true for that week, and for my boys it was the 

best. I think that even lockdown was forgotten 

for that week.” 

Parent, P4 and P6 
 

“It was an outstanding week – it stood out from all 

the other weeks, in a good way.” 

P7 
 

“I enjoyed it a lot. It was very, very good.” 

P5 
 



BookFest 2021 also demonstrated that even at a social 

distance, working remotely and virtually, a partnership 

between teachers and parent volunteers could draw on 

the expertise of librarians, bookshop owners and 

organisations like World Book Day UK to bring some 

literary magic to children living through unprecedented 

times. We hope to continue to include these diverse 

resources even once lockdown is lifted and we can again 

hold in-person events. Roll on BookFest 2022! 

“My son loved the book week and the dressing up. He has been talking about it for 

weeks! He's already planning and building his costume for next book week… It's great 

to watch how magical books have remained for kids.” 

Parent, P1 

 

 

Thank You… 

… to all the authors, illustrators, poets, storytellers, comic-makers, puppeteers, publishers and 
everyone who has so generously shared their resources online during the pandemic for the 
enjoyment of children, particularly World Book Day UK 

… to Carol Marr and Stockbridge Library  

… to the Parent Council for funding both this week and our summer term events 

… to Scottish Book Trust’s Live Literature fund for supporting our summer term events 

… to our local independent bookshops, especially Ginger and Pickles Children’s Bookshop for 
their wonderful support  

… to all the children, teachers, PSAs and parents who embraced BookFest so enthusiastically, 
despite the current challenges 

… to Ms Fraser, Miss Ferguson and Miss McMillen, to Mrs Ashbrook, and to Emily, Meredith, 
Hazel and Jenny 

 

Do you love reading, have professional skills in publishing, librarianship, bookselling or anything 

literary, or could you help with illustration, writing, reading or storytelling? Do you have ideas for 

future sessions? Get involved! Please email Emily Simpson   stockbridgeparentcouncil@gmail.com 
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