
 

 

STOCKBRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL CLASS NEWSLETTER – NURSERY TERM 3 

As we returned with a delayed start into the term we 

wanted to focus on health and wellbeing and starting our 

group work. Some interests that we followed included 

making our own stories, families, caring for others, caring 

for animals, animal lifecycles, weather, story telling and 

music around the world. 

 

When we returned in February we started our group work. 

Once a week all the children do the same adult led play 

based activity based on the children’s interest. The 

second group time is for Pre-Schoolers and is a focus 

group based on skills we want the children to enhance. We 

share the activities on the online learning journals for you 

to enjoy. 

Thank you for sharing learning on the online learning 

journals. We will still continue to engage with parent 

contributions especially when celebrating children’s 

achievements at home. 

 As we continue in Spring we explore the natural changes 

in the environment. The children have loved playing with 

natural materials, and we want to continue this in our 

playdough, sand, water and art creations.  

This term we will also look at lifecycles in more detail and 

are hoping to get caterpillars in to give the children a real 

life experience of lifecycles. 

Play is very responsive and this term we were able to 

experience this when a bee landed in the garden in need 

of energy. We worked together responding to the bee and 

are looking to further the children’s understanding of 

animal care this term. 

We have been enjoying lots of different music in Nursery 

and will continue to explore music and movement to music 

this term. We will be playing world music and materials to 

help further the children’s creativity. If you have any 

suggestions of popular music with the children please let 

us know. 

 

The stop start nature of Nursery this year has been 

unsettling and we have placed a big importance on Health 

and Wellbeing to support our children feel settled. We 

have created more quiet and sensory spaces in the 

Nursery, enhanced our outdoor learning and used group 

time. We have worked on communication where we made 

talking sticks for conflict resolutions, emotion talks and 

followed the children’s needs to talk about their families.  

This term we want to build on this with a focus on 

resilience, challenging the children more in their play and 

encouraging them to use their problem solving and 

communication skills to overcome it. We will model 

positive behaviour and language when playing with friends 

and are lucky to have all of the team back in the Nursery 

to support with this. 

Our building resilience topic is ‘Have a Goal’ and we will be 

taking part in setting class goals, individual goals and 

building the mindset of success, you can do or be anything 

you want! We will also work on what to do when we face 

challenges in achieving our goals and how to overcome 

them. 
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As well as incorporating maths in our play, this term we 

will be following the Stockbridge counts topics of addition 

and subtraction followed by place value. 

In Nursery addition and subtraction will focus on 

combining groups of items, separating groups of items, 

counting on to add and counting back to subtract. The 

best way is to use practical materials and maths stories 

eg. I have 3 marbles but am giving one to my friend 

(actually doing it as we say it). How many do I have now?  

In Nursery place value will be looking at quantities of 

numbers. What does 10 actually look like? It will involve 

playing with numicon to make number bonds and 

challenging the children through questioning. 

The most important thing with number is that children 

understand the value and can show their understanding. 

Maths can be brought into everyday activities. Here are 

some good examples: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/grownups/help-your-

child-with-maths   

This term, thanks to the wonderful parent council will be 

improving our book collection. We are particularly 

interested in developing our non-fiction collection as the 

children are enjoying this especially in relation to animals. 

If you have any recommendations please let us know! 

We want to provide more opportunities for mark making in 

the Nursery and are developing an outdoor message 

centre inspired by training we had from Greg Bottrill. 

This gives a new purpose and excitement to mark making. 

We will also be supporting some children with their fine 

motor skills and pen grip. Activities for this can be found 

here if you want to continue it at home: 

https://theimaginationtree.com/40-fine-motor-skills-

activities-for-kids/   

Some children are showing an interest in early sounds. In 

Nursery we are supporting these children and also looking 

at phonological awareness activities for all of the children 

such as rhyming, alliteration, sentence structures and 

syllable clapping. A good article explaining phonological 

awareness can be found here: 

https://www.understood.org/en/learning-thinking-

differences/child-learning-disabilities/reading-

issues/phonological-awareness-what-it-is-and-how-it-

works  

Transition into P1 – Edinburgh council will launch their 

city wide transition programme on the wb 10th of May. We 

will be sharing this on the website  

https://stockbridgeprimaryschool.wordpress.com/startin

g-p1-august-2021/ where transition is explained in more 

detail. We will be having a PAG to discuss parent views on 

the 5th of May and the link can be found in the parentmail 

sent regarding transition. This term we will also be 

buddying all our Pre School Nursery children with P5 

pupils to aid their understanding of school life and for 

those that are attending Stockbridge, will continue in P1. 

Appointment of an Early Years Officer (EYO) – As some 

of you will be aware Edinburgh Council made the decision 

to remove Nursery Teachers from the Nursery last year. 

We are very lucky to have kept our Nursery Teacher this 

year and now are recruiting for an Early Years Officer to 

start in the Nursery for our final school school term. The 

aim is that they will be able to work alongside myself and 

the team before taking on the role. Mrs Ashbrook, Mrs 

Mitchell and I will be meeting to discuss forward planning 

for the Nursery this term. If you have any questions 

about this please do not hesitate to get in contact. 

Please send children with clothes that prepare for all the 

changes of our Scottish weather as we continue to value 

outdoor learning, always playing outside. 

Miss Howie and the Nursery Team 
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