
 
 

 



Our first ever BookFest in March 2020 was packed with exciting events 
and amazing activities to celebrate our love of stories… 

“Kate came to 
 teach us how to draw dragons which 
was really fun.” P4 
 

 

Illustration Superstar… Kate Leiper 

“Kate Leiper came in and we drew dragons with her. I really liked it and it inspired 

me to do dragon drawings at home.” P4 

One of the absolute highlights of 

BookFest for children in P4 to P7 

was the ‘How to Draw Your Dragon’ 

workshop from celebrated 

illustrator Kate Leiper. Kate shared 

her expert knowledge of drawing 

mythical creatures in this engaging 

and fascinating session. 

Children loved hearing first-hand 

what it’s like to be a professional 

illustrator as Kate talked them 

through the creative process, 

showing the journey from ideas 

right through to a published book.  

 

 
Kate empowered the children to believe that they too 
could be illustrators, taking inspiration from her 
spellbinding artwork to then draw their own dragons.  

“Kate Leiper taught me 

how to draw cool dragons… and a secret trick to make them look really big!” P4 



We are… Illustrators 

Children in Primary 3, 4 and 4/5 enjoyed a 

fantastic illustration workshop with designer and 

illustrator Lucy. The children enjoyed hearing about the 

creative process of illustrating, and what inspires Lucy’s 

books. The illustrations are based on childhood anecdotes 

which the class found hilarious! It inspired everyone to 

turn funny moments from their own lives into 

illustrations.  

“I liked it when Lucy came in 

with a book... It was very 

funny!” P3 

“I really liked Lucy and her 

illustrations.” P4/5 

We are… Comic Makers 

“I enjoyed comic book making because everyone got to have a go. It was fun to see 

how other people’s turned out.” P6 

Comic-obsessed Primary 6 couldn’t wait to meet the experts when professional comic makers 

Anna and Eve visited for a hands-on workshop. Anna and Eve were impressed with the 

homemade comics the children brought in and willingly shared their expertise, speaking to 

each child individually to encourage 

them and provide advice and tips.  

 

      

“My favourite bit was when some 

comic-writers came in and showed us how to make comics. 

Yeah, that was cool!” P6 

 



“I loved learning about 
how books were made 
and published.” P5 
 

We are … Book Reviewers   

“I loved it when they telled us about book 

reviewing. And we drawed our favourite bit 

of the book.” P1 

Children in Primary 1, 2 and 2/3 enjoyed a book 
reviewing workshop run by picture book blogger 
Meredith and professional critic Thom. They shared 
the wonderful picture book, Hoot Owl, Master of 
Disguise by Sean Taylor and Jean Jullien, and loved 
talking about what they liked… and what they didn’t!  

They thought about why we need reviews 

and why the words we choose are 

important when reviewing a book. Children 

also wrote their very own reviews. 

 
 

We are… Book Magicians 

Primary 2, 2/3 and 3 had great fun becoming ‘book 

magicians’ with Mrs Sinclair, creating their own six-page 

mini-books from just one sheet of paper by using clever 

folding and a few snips. She also showed them how to make 

pop-up books with a few extra snips, and then together they 

explored the sorts of stories they might write in their 

finished books.  

“Little books are cool! We made them without glueing or 

stapling. We used a piece of paper and our hands.” P2 
 

We are… Publishers 

Primary 1 figured out how books are made at 

editor Hazel’s publishing workshop. They even 

made their own printing press from loo roll, 

ribbons and a Pringles tube! Primary 5–7 also 

took a dive into the tricks of the publishing trade, 

getting to grips with editing, printing, spotting 

mistakes and learning some book trade secrets…  



We… Share Our Learning 

“I really enjoyed Kate Leiper showing us how to draw dragons, and then it was 

great showing the P1s how to draw them too.” P6 

After the wonderful workshop with Kate Leiper, Primary 6 children cascaded their learning by 

teaching and encouraging their Primary 1 buddies to draw dragons. P1 showed so much 

imagination and creativity – P6 were super-impressed! 

 

 

 

 
We… Explore the Power of Words 

P6 children created ‘blackout poetry’ by selecting and 

isolating particular words already used by authors. They 

explored the power of language, discovering that the words 

you choose can have an immense impact.  

‘Legends somehow throw you overboard. You heave up and 

down, whirl round in circles’ 

 

 

We… Write Our Own Stories  

Children across the school were inspired to create their 

own tales and share them with others. Primary 1 used story dice, 

while Primary 7b entered the BBC 500 Words competition. They 

shared their writing with P7a and received some great reviews! 



We… Celebrate Diversity 

Parents joined the BookFest fun by sharing 

stories from their own countries with children. P2 

celebrated their diverse international heritage by 

sharing books in different languages, including a 

beautiful book on buildings in Greek, comic books in 

French and Finnish and a lovely Hebrew children’s book.  

“I liked it! It was a bit funny that my class did barely 

know any words, but it was very fun.” P2 

 

We… Love Fairy Tales 

Children in Primary 1 shared traditional fairy tales, exploring the plots, characters 

and settings through a variety of play-based learning experiences. They created a wonderful 

story wall to map their stories as their ideas grew and evolved.   

 

 

 

We… Tell Stories with Puppets 

Primary 2 made lolly-stick puppets of their favourite tales, and shared stories with 

each other through puppet shows. 

 

 



“I really enjoyed the 

whole week.” P5 

 

We… Love the Library 

Many classes enjoyed visiting Stockbridge Library, where they loved hunting around 

the library for the fiendish clues in the book and author quiz. They then designed their own 

Stockbridge Library books and were allowed to use the official library date stamp! 

 

We… Make Mini Readers 

Primary 2 made mini versions of 

their favourite books – and mini versions of 

themselves to read them! 

 
 

We… Design Book Covers 

P7b designed book covers for stories they had 

written, while P7a designed 

mystery book covers without 

titles for others to guess…  

 

We… Read Together 

Many children enthusiastically shared their favourite stories with other classes 

across the school and the nursery.  

 



We… Love World Book Day 

“I like it when you get dressed up as your favourite book character! Because if you 

describe the character well, and other people like it, then they might want to try 

that book. I wanted to try Nancy Drew books after I saw her character!” P3 

On World Book Day, the playground was fizzing with Harry Potters, Worst Witches, Cats in 

Hats, Charlie Buckets, Fairytale Hairdressers, Wimpy Kids and other literary legends. It was 

brilliant to see so much excitement among children for their favourite books. Classes held 

fabulous costume parades, then shared their enthusiasm and stories with their friends. 

Children also dropped everything 

to read at the sound of a 

tambourine, tried to guess which 

teachers were hiding behind their 

favourite book covers and joined 

in with #shareamillionstories. 

Primary 7 led a whole-school 

World Book Day quiz. This was a 

lovely opportunity for different 

classes to come together in their 

house groups, and it was 

wonderful to see the older 

children working with the younger 

ones in 

their 

teams.  

 



Books & Bakes 

“I loved the book sale!” P2/3  

What could be better than an armful of good books 

and a delicious cake (or three) to enjoy them with?  

BookFest finished with a flourish at our grand ‘Books 

& Bakes’ sale. All classes visited the sale, and excited 

children browsed, bought and then snuggled up in 

our cosy reading nooks to enjoy their new stories. 

“I loved going and buying the books!” P1 

“The book sale was good – I was happy to find a 

new Harry Potter book!” P4/5 

Parents followed at lunchtime to snap up the 

remaining bargains and devour the delicious cakes 

and bakes. And when little more than crumbs were 

left, we donated the remaining books to class libraries 

in the school and local charities. The sale raised an 

amazing £600, to be split between the charity Book Aid 

and future literacy events at school.   
 

“I really enjoyed reading new books, and re-reading my favourite books.” P6 

 

Live Literature 

Just as BookFest was coming to an end, we received the amazing news that we had 

won funding from Scottish Book Trust’s wonderful Live Literature scheme! The funding meant 

that we could hold a virtual workshop for our infant classes with an author/illustrator in the 

autumn term… 

“The events were really fun. I learnt to do so many new things!” P6 

  

"I bought a book I really 

wanted, The London Eye 

Mystery by Siobhan Dowd.” P5 

 



“I liked reading Sharky!” P2 

 

“I enjoyed drawing the lion!” P1 

“My favourite part was drawing the crab. I want to be 

a book writer when I’m older and draw pictures for my 

stories.” P2 

 

“My crab was hilarious because it had big, 

bushy eyebrows!” P2 
 

Illustration Superstar… Alison Murray 

In early November we welcomed renowned author 

and illustrator Alison Murray to the P1, P2/1 and P2 classes 

for a brilliant virtual visit! Alison joined us live from her studio 

space at her home in Glasgow, offering a fascinating glimpse 

into how she creates picture books. 

“Alison told us stories… my favourite was about a shark which 

got stuck in a net and a teensy crab cut the net to help him.” P2 

 

Alison explained how 

she reinvents ancient 

fables as new stories.  

The children loved drawing characters from the Lion and 

Mouse fable upon which her new book is based. 

They were captivated as 

Alison read her brand-new 

book, Sharky McShark and 

the Teensy Wee Crab, and 

then asked some great 

questions! Alison showed us 

how to use simple shapes like circles 

and triangles to draw Sharky and the 

wee crab. She also shared some top 

illustrator tips, like how to use 

eyebrows to create expression!  

 

 

This amazing live event injected some bookish 

excitement into our ‘new normal’. Even a 

pandemic can’t stop Stockbridge Primary 

children from drawing, writing and telling our 

own stories! 

  



“It was cool!” P7 

“It was really good!” P7 

“I really enjoyed the 

book festival.” P4/5 

The Bigger Picture 

Stockbridge Primary School BookFest, coinciding with World Book Day in March, 

was jam-packed with diverse and innovative ways to celebrate reading.  

BookFest encourages reading and writing for pleasure, but also 
seeks to broaden children’s understanding of what books, reading 
and storytelling can be, so that everyone feels they can participate. 
This year we focused in particular on illustration, to engage children 
who are perhaps not so excited about reading or who find it 
harder, and who might feel that books are not for them. 

At the heart of BookFest is inclusivity. No child should feel 
excluded from the enjoyment of both reading and being read 
to, and creating their own stories. Our goal is to foster a love 
of books and storytelling not only in proficient readers and 
established book lovers, but in children with different learning 
styles, including visual learners, those with dyslexia, and those 
for whom English is a second language. 

In light of everything that has happened since, this year’s 

BookFest feels even more precious. It was a last chance to 

build and strengthen friendships across the school 

community face to face, for children to experience the thrill 

of working alongside a professional illustrator in person, 

and to share their thoughts and creativity together first-

hand. The excitement in school was palpable, despite the 

uncertain times.  

 

Thank You… 

… to Kate Leiper, Alison Murray, Anna and Eve, and Mrs Sinclair, and to all the 
parents who shared their skills, especially Lucy, Thom, Meredith and Hazel 

… to Stockbridge Library  

… to Scottish Book Trust’s Live Literature fund for supporting our autumn event 

… to our local independent bookshops, Ginger and Pickles and Golden Hare Books 

… to everyone who contributed to the Books & Bakes sale by donating, browsing, buying, 
setting up, tidying up or bookselling  

… to the Parent Council for funding, and to DeAnne for the Stockbridge BookFest poster 

… to Ms Fraser, Miss Ferguson and Miss McMillen, and to Emily, Gaby, Meredith and Hazel 

"I would like Book Week again next year!” P2 

Do you love reading, have professional skills in publishing, librarianship, bookselling or anything 

literary, or could you help with illustration, writing, reading or storytelling? Do you have ideas for 

future sessions? Get involved! Please email Emily Simpson   stockbridgeparentcouncil@gmail.com 

mailto:stockbridgeparentcouncil@gmail.com

