
Stockbridge Primary School held our second annual BookFest in 
March 2021, bringing our school community together to celebrate 

stories. This year we extended the excitement into the summer term 
with virtual author visits, thanks to our Parent Council. 

 

 

      

   
 

Abi Elphinstone 
There was huge excitement in Primary 7 as bestselling author Abi Elphinstone joined us to celebrate 
the publication of her brand-new book. The Crackledawn Dragon was published on the very same 
day as our event, so our P7s were among the very first children anywhere in the world to learn more 
about the latest magical kingdom that Abi has created! 

 

Abi’s many books include The 
Dreamsnatcher, The Shadow 
Keeper and The Night Spinner. 
She was a World Book Day 
featured author in 2019.  
 

“I had a fantastic time at the 
Abi Elphinstone author event. I 
absolutely loved all of it!” 
 

Abi began by sharing tales of her Scottish childhood – making dens, 
camping out in treehouses, scrambling over moors and jumping in 
lochs. She explained that when she later became a writer she would 
‘borrow’ childhood places and put them in her books. She urged us to 
look at the places we know in Stockbridge – the cobbled streets, the 
river – and think how we might use them in our own writing. 
 

“I loved listening to how Abi had come up with all 
her ideas for her books, and how most of her ideas 
are from real life.” 
 

She also explained how she pinches ideas that she 
comes across in even the most ordinary places – 
once finding inspiration in a shower gel brand! She 
impressed upon us that you can find story ideas 
anywhere. 
 

“I loved how she got the ideas. It was great how 
she named the person as the shampoo name!” 



While she finds some ideas close to home, Abi has also looked in far-
flung places for stories. She explained that the idea for Sky Song came 
from the Kazakh Eagle Hunters in Mongolia. The P7s were spellbound 
as Abi recounted how she had camped overnight in a ger in the 
remote wilderness where it was so cold that her eyelashes froze, then 
found wolf footprints in the snow around her tent in the morning… 
She showed us a wolf fang and a fur hat she had been given by the 
hunters on her travels. 

“My favourite part was 
when she was talking 
about her travels and 
when she met the 12 year 
old girl of the eagle 
hunters.” 

 

“What I found inspiring was how Abi travelled to 
Mongolia, and learned about animals, such as 
wolves, foxes, etc. I love how she included this in 
her books, and how she made up such 
imaginative names.” 
 
 

Abi then talked about where her ideas had come from for 
her latest series of books, the ‘Unmapped Chronicles’: that 
there might be four magical kingdoms making weather for 
our own world. She introduced us to Zeb, the hero of The 
Crackledawn Dragon, and other characters, and explained 
the story’s background…  

 
 
“My favourite part was when she showed us 
all the four kingdoms and how she found all 
the ideas for these kingdoms.” 
 
Abi also inspired the P7 children to write and 
draw their own imaginative tales. She urged 
them to always carry a notepad for writing 
down ideas, and to watch the world fiercely 
and notice things that other people do not. 
She told us to look upwards and outwards, 

and she reminded us to never be afraid to fail. She tried for seven years and received almost a 
hundred rejection letters before she got a book deal. Try hard and never give up! 
 
“My favourite part of the session was every part of it! Abi is an amazing, inspiring person! She has 
an amazing free spirit and she is very quirky in a very good way!” 

“My favourite bit was 
when she told us that 
the wolves went round 
her tent…”  
 



Abi gave us tips on how to turn our ideas 
into an adventure story, based on how 
she herself finds her way into a story. She 
urged us to think about how the 
characters might travel, what magical 
objects they might carry, and whether 
the story should have a message.  
 
She suggested that children might ‘draw 
their way’ into a story. She showed us the 
maps in the front of her books, and 
explained how she doodles, then makes 

maps and finally draws a journey through the map and 
imagines the adventures that might happen at each point.  
 
She showed us how she takes old maps that she finds in 
charity shops, and uses them to invent and overlay her 
own imaginary places. 

 
“I think Abi Elphinstone is an amazing 
writer and I am really interested in how 
she came up with all of her ideas.”  
 
Finally Abi answered questions from the 
children in a Q&A, from whether she wrote any books in lockdown 
to which of the books is her favourite. She explained how she 
chooses her titles and revealed that she had always called one of 
her books ‘Rumblegust’ until her editor pointed out that it 
sounded rude and she had to change it to Rumblestar! Abi also 
spilled the beans on her latest top-secret book project, 
codenamed Fireflake… Abi said we were the only children in the 
world who know what this secret project is currently called! 

 
Thanks to the Parent Council, each child in P7 will receive a 
personalised signed copy of Abi’s new book, The 
Crackledawn Dragon, to take home and keep. Two signed 
sets of the complete ‘Unmapped Chronicles’ series – 
Everdark, Rumblestar, Jungledrop and The Crackledawn 
Dragon – have also been gifted to school for class libraries.  
 

“I am really pleased that the whole class get a  signed copy 

of The Crackledawn Dragon. And I am so excited to read it.” 

 
Thank you for joining us, Abi, 
for such an exciting event! 
 



Stockbridge Primary School 

Stockbridge Primary School is a City of Edinburgh non-denominational local authority school and nursery, with 

approximately 270 pupils aged 3 to 12 years. Stockbridge Primary’s Parent Council works in partnership with staff 

both to fundraise for the school and to deliver events and resources that enrich pupils’ experience and the school 

environment. BookFest is organised by members of the Stockbridge Primary teaching staff, parent volunteers and 

members of the Parent Council.  

 

Stockbridge Primary School BookFest 

Stockbridge Primary School’s annual BookFest is packed with diverse and innovative ways 

to celebrate reading – whatever the circumstances! 

 

After a year of lockdowns, with our school community 

scattered as never before, this year’s BookFest added 

some sparkle, reminding children that worlds both real 

and imaginary are still out there to explore, even when 

our physical horizons have closed in.  

 

And where lockdown brought restrictions, it also set us free. BookFest 2021 

reached beyond the classroom, bringing authors and illustrators virtually to 

kitchen tables, taking reading out into parks and gardens, and sparking 

imagination on our local streets. Authors and illustrators from not only 

Scotland but across the UK and indeed the world were accessible and 

immediate. 

 

BookFest 2021 demonstrated that even at a social distance, working 

remotely and virtually, a partnership between teachers and parent 

volunteers could draw on the expertise of librarians, bookshop owners 

and organisations like World Book Day UK and Scottish Book Trust to 

bring some literary magic to children living through unprecedented 

times.  

 

 

 

 

Thank You… 

… to Abi Elphinstone 

… to Stockbridge Primary Parent Council 

… to Eve Wersocki Morris at Simon & Schuster and South Kensington Books 

… to Miss Ferguson, Mrs Mitchell, Miss Gordon and Mrs Ashbrook  

… to our BookFest volunteer organising team: Emily, Meredith, Hazel and Jenny 

 

 

 


