
Stockbridge Primary School held our second annual BookFest in 
March 2021, bringing our school community together to celebrate 

stories. This year we extended the excitement into the summer term 
with virtual author visits, thanks to our Parent Council. 

 

 

      

   
 

Jenny McLachlan 
As the finale to our summer events, Primary 6 spent a magical hour in the Land of Roar with author 
Jenny McLachlan. P6 had absolutely adored her book The Land of Roar when they read it together in 
class, so much so that they’re now reading the sequel, Return to Roar. It was an absolute delight to 
welcome Jenny by popular demand to Stockbridge Primary! 

 

P6 warmed up for Jenny’s 
Roarsome event by planning 
and drawing their own magical 
worlds, using a fabulous 
activity from Jenny’s website. 

 

Children also dressed up as their favourite characters from the Roar books, so that when Jenny 
popped up virtually in our classroom she felt completely at home! 
 

 

 

“I really enjoyed dressing up.” 
 

Jenny began by making a personalised spell 
for each member of the class, in the style of 
her character Wininja, from ‘pickled ginger’ 
to ‘hedgehog sneeze’! But she warned the 
children not to say their spell aloud as she 
didn’t know what magical effect it might 
have… 
 
“It was really amazing that she made up a 
spell for every single person. It was really 
unique. Mine was ‘silky nutella’!”  
 
 



Jenny then set everyone a quiz challenge that they had to pass to 
enter the Land of Roar, with questions like ‘who likes rolling down 
hills?’ and ‘who’s scared of pointy black shoes?’ Luckily all the children 
passed the test and were off to the Land of Roar! 
 

 

Jenny talked about 
how she became a 
writer, and how she 
loved dressing up 
and playing as a 
child. She said that 
the more you play, 
the more your 
imagination grows.  
 

 
Jenny revealed that she was inspired to write her 
Roar books after asking herself a simple question: “What if…?” She wondered whether the games 
she had played as a child that were so good they felt real, actually were real…  

 

“Jenny McLachlan was very entertaining –  she gave us 
lots of fun activities and a quiz!” 

 

She showed us some character sketches from her ideas 
notebook, and explained how she loves drawing but 
never really enjoyed writing – it made her hand ache! 
And she reminded us not to worry about spelling in our 
own writing but to get our fantastic ideas quickly onto 
paper or screen. Jenny also showed us a terrifying toy 
doll that helped inspire her character Crowky. 
 

Then Jenny read from her book to us – it was brilliant to hear the story read by Jenny herself.  
 

“I enjoyed hearing Jenny McLachlan reading the book because I liked hearing how she did her 
voices. It changed the characters a bit, in an enjoyable way.” 

 
Jenny and the P6 children hatched a dragon’s egg together. The 
baby dragon inside told Jenny that P6 smelled like pears, old 
books and marzipan. Mmmmm! 
 
“I like dragons so I loved 
seeing her dragon. It was 
trying to eat us through 
the screen!” 
 
Jenny also set the children 
a quiz to work out which 

Roar character they would be, and then helped the children to 
create their own villains from things which scare them. 
 “I most enjoyed drawing my villain made up of all the 
things I’m scared of.” 
 

“I loved it!” 



Primary 6’s class topic has been film and 
film-making, and to showcase their learning 
the class made films about something 
they’ve done this year. Some groups chose 
to make films based on The Land of Roar, 
even using green screen techniques to go to 
Roar themselves. Miss McMillen had sent 
the finished films to Jenny and she gave the 
children lovely, encouraging feedback – it 
was amazing! 
  
“I liked how she made such a big effort for 
us. She’s really good with children because 
she’s really entertaining and engaging. She knows the sorts of things that will make us laugh.”  

 
The event finished with a fantastic Q&A, in which the children put 
their toughest questions to Jenny and got some fabulous and 
interesting answers. Jenny said 
our P6 magic almost knocked her 
off her chair! 
 
“I feel like we all well and truly 
went to Roar today. You brought 
Roar to life for me!” 
Jenny McLachlan to P6 
 
Thanks to the Parent Council, 
three signed copies each of The 
Land of Roar, Return to Roar and 
Jenny’s brand-new book The 
Battle for Roar (to be 
published in July) will be 
gifted to the school for 
class libraries.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Jenny! It was absolutely 

wonderful to have you visit Primary 6 

at Stockbridge Primary.   

“Jenny McLachlan was 
very engaging, she told us 
a lot about the book –  
she’s very nice!” 
 



Stockbridge Primary School 

Stockbridge Primary School is a City of Edinburgh non-denominational local authority school and nursery, with 

approximately 270 pupils aged 3 to 12 years. Stockbridge Primary’s Parent Council works in partnership with staff 

both to fundraise for the school and to deliver events and resources that enrich pupils’ experience and the school 

environment. BookFest is organised by members of the Stockbridge Primary teaching staff, parent volunteers and 

members of the Parent Council.  

 

Stockbridge Primary School BookFest 

Stockbridge Primary School’s annual BookFest is packed with diverse and innovative ways 

to celebrate reading – whatever the circumstances! 

 

After a year of lockdowns, with our school community 

scattered as never before, this year’s BookFest added 

some sparkle, reminding children that worlds both real 

and imaginary are still out there to explore, even when 

our physical horizons have closed in.  

 

And where lockdown brought restrictions, it also set us free. BookFest 2021 

reached beyond the classroom, bringing authors and illustrators virtually to 

kitchen tables, taking reading out into parks and gardens, and sparking 

imagination on our local streets. Authors and illustrators from not only 

Scotland but across the UK and indeed the world were accessible and 

immediate. 

 

BookFest 2021 demonstrated that even at a social distance, working 

remotely and virtually, a partnership between teachers and parent 

volunteers could draw on the expertise of librarians, bookshop owners 

and organisations like World Book Day UK and Scottish Book Trust to 

bring some literary magic to children living through unprecedented 

times.  

 

 

 

Thank You… 
… to Jenny McLachlan 

… to Stockbridge Primary Parent Council 

… to Miss McMillen, Mrs Mitchell and Mrs Ashbrook  

… to our local independent children’s bookshop, Ginger and Pickles 

… to our BookFest volunteer organising team: Emily, Meredith, Hazel and Jenny 

 

 

 


