
Stockbridge Primary School held our second annual BookFest in March 2021, 
bringing our school community together to celebrate stories. This year we 

extended the excitement into the summer term with virtual author visits, thanks 
to Scottish Book Trust’s Live Literature scheme and our own Parent Council. 

 

 

      

   

Ross MacKenzie 
Our P5, P6/5 and P6 classes enjoyed an inspiring virtual visit from prizewinning author Ross 

MacKenzie. In early June, Ross joined us live from his home in Renfrew in an engaging and 

empowering session which kept the children enthralled.  

Ross is the author of the bestselling The 

Nowhere Emporium trilogy, among many 

other books. The Nowhere Emporium 

won both the Blue Peter Book Award and 

the Scottish Children’s Book Award, and 

was followed by The Elsewhere Emporium 

and The Otherwhere Emporium. It has 

sold over 100,000 copies! 

 

 

 

Ross began by explaining that although he’s now an author, he originally wasn’t keen on reading at 

all! He empathised with those of us who would much prefer to play video games, and said that until 

he was nine he felt just the same!  

He then told us about the day that changed his life – 

when his Primary 5 teacher read Roald Dahl’s story The 

Witches to his class. Ross was hooked! He joined the 

library, devoured more Roald Dahl books and then just 

never stopped reading.  

“I felt a bit like him because I read The Witches too, and 
I loved it just like he did when he was my age.” 
P5 
 

Ross wants to give children now that same feeling of 
being desperate to know ‘what happens next’ that 
hooked him on reading when he was a kid. 

“I liked it because we met the author in real life.” 
P6/5 
 

“He made what he said really interesting 
because the way he said it was like a story.” 
P5 
 



Ross talked passionately about how there’s nothing special about him, and how he’s just a normal 

person who had a dream of what he wanted to do, and worked towards it. He empowered the 

children to realise that they can do anything they want to do in life, and achieve anything they put 

their mind to.  

“If I can become a writer – if a working-class guy from Glasgow can do it – then there’s no reason 

why you can’t do what you want to do with your life. You can accomplish anything you want to, 

and I’m proof of that.” 

Ross encouraged the children to 

believe that if he could become a 

bestselling author then so could 

they – or could become a vet, or an 

archaeologist, or be the first person 

on Mars! 

“He said that he was just a normal 
person from Glasgow and he never 
thought he’d write any books. It 
made me think that I can do 
something great in my life too.” 
P5 
 

“He really made me want to be an 
author. I’ve really been inspired by 
him.” 
P6 

Ross has just won the Scottish Teenage Book Prize for 

his book Evernight. He showed us his trophy and told 

us about winning the Blue Peter Story Award for The 

Nowhere Emporium and how excited he was to get a 

Blue Peter badge! 

Next, Ross wondered what ingredients should go into 

a good story. The children had some brilliant suggestions: imagination, mystery, adventure, suspense, 

adrenaline and danger… A good book is like a chocolate cake – everyone likes chocolate cake, but 

there’s many different recipes and everyone has their favourite. Ross’s favourite ingredient is MAGIC! 

“It made me want to write my own story” 
P5 
 

Ross explained that he likes writing stories set in our 

world, but in the shadows – the places we can’t see.  

“It made me want to read the book, because I 
like mystery books.”  
P6 
 



Ross explained how the idea for The Nowhere Emporium had come to him while walking down his 

local high street, when he suddenly imagined a mysterious new shop squeezing itself in amongst the 

existing stores. It was an idea that sparked his imagination and he started asking himself questions… 

“I loved the idea of a shop just 
appearing and all the things 
from people’s imaginations 
coming alive in it.” 
P5 
 

“It was really interesting. He 
explained really well why he 
wrote it, and it made me want 
to read the book.” 
P6 
 
Ross introduced us to Daniel, to 

the mysterious Mr Silver and the other characters, and described how someone can only visit the 

wondrous Emporium once in their life  – but then will forget that they have ever been… 

“I thought his concept about imagination and memory was really 
creative.” 
P6 
 

Then the children listened avidly as Ross read aloud from The 

Nowhere Emporium. 
 

“When he read a 
chapter it was really 
intriguing and made me 
want to read on.” 
P5 
 

“I am really looking forward to reading the book in class and finding 
out about the magic things and why Daniel is different.” 
P5 

 

Finally we had a chance to put our fantastic questions to Ross in a big Q&A. We asked whether he 

had always planned to make it a trilogy, whether his books might be made into films, and what he’s 

writing at the moment. We also asked how old he was when he wrote his first book and whether he 

thinks he has ever been to the Emporium himself but 

forgotten all about it…  

“Having Ross MacKenzie talking about his books was 
very interesting.” 
P6/5 

“I enjoyed it very much. Lots of people asked 
questions. I asked, "Who is your favourite character?" 
P6/5 
 

Thank you for visiting Stockbridge Primary, 

Ross! We loved it. Thanks to the Parent Council, each of the classes has a 

signed set of Ross’ Emporium trilogy in class to enjoy.  
 



Stockbridge Primary School 

Stockbridge Primary School is a City of Edinburgh non-denominational local authority school and nursery, with 

approximately 270 pupils aged 3 to 12 years. Stockbridge Primary’s Parent Council works in partnership with staff 

both to fundraise for the school and to deliver events and resources that enrich pupils’ experience and the school 

environment. BookFest is organised by members of the Stockbridge Primary teaching staff, parent volunteers and 

members of the Parent Council.  

 

Stockbridge Primary School BookFest 

Stockbridge Primary School’s annual BookFest is packed with diverse and innovative ways 

to celebrate reading – whatever the circumstances! 

 

After a year of lockdowns, with our school community 

scattered as never before, this year’s BookFest added 

some sparkle, reminding children that worlds both real 

and imaginary are still out there to explore, even when 

our physical horizons have closed in.  

 

And where lockdown brought restrictions, it also set us free. BookFest 2021 

reached beyond the classroom, bringing authors and illustrators virtually to 

kitchen tables, taking reading out into parks and gardens, and sparking 

imagination on our local streets. Authors and illustrators from not only 

Scotland but across the UK and indeed the world were accessible and 

immediate. 

 

BookFest 2021 demonstrated that even at a social distance, working 

remotely and virtually, a partnership between teachers and parent 

volunteers could draw on the expertise of librarians, bookshop owners 

and organisations like World Book Day UK and Scottish Book Trust to 

bring some literary magic to children living through unprecedented 

times.  

 

 

 

 

Thank You… 

… to Ross MacKenzie 

… to Scottish Book Trust’s Live Literature fund 

… to Stockbridge Primary Parent Council 

… to our local independent children’s bookshop, Ginger and Pickles 

… to Mrs Mitchell, Ms Fraser, Miss Turek, Miss McMillen and Mrs Ashbrook  

… to our BookFest volunteer organising team: Emily, Meredith, Hazel and Jenny 

 

 

 


