
Primary 5A Newsletter October – December 2021 

NUMERACY AND MATHEMATICS LITERACY AND ENGLISH 

Mental Agility 

Our first Stockbridge Counts focus this term is: number before and number 

after. Primary 5 will be specifically working on factors within a times table 

eg. The number before 9 in the 3 times table is 6. 

Following this the next focus will be: recognising and identifying numbers. 

The children will be using their knowledge of place value to recognise 

and identify numbers to 1,000,000 

 

Numeracy 

The children will continue to work towards achieving gold in each times 

table in our ‘Times Table Olympics’. To achieve bronze they need to be 

able to recite the whole table, for silver they need to skip count, reciting 

the answers to each sum and for gold they need to be able to give the 

factors when given a product from that table. A copy of the recording 

sheet has been sent home for practise. 

 

Having spent time on place value and consolidating mental strategies for 

addition and subtraction, this term the children will be learning and 

practising formal written methods for addition. Children will build 

confidence in adding up to 4 digit numbers, setting their calculations out 

clearly and accurately. This will include calculations with more than one 

exchange (‘carrying’). They will also use their knowledge of rounding to 

estimate answers to calculations and will use their estimating skills to 

gauge whether they have calculated correctly. 

 

Beyond Number 

To support our enterprise project our beyond number focus this term is 

money. 

Firstly we will revise and consolidate the following: 

• Using all coins and notes to £20 and beyond 

• Recording amounts accurately in different ways eg. 149p = £1.49 

• Using a variety of coin and note combinations to pay for items 

and give change.  

Then the children will learn about how money us used in a real life 

context, creating a budget and working out which is the best value. 

 

 

Reading 

Having finished ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ last week, we have started a new 

class novel, ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ by Onjali Rauf. This prize-winning 

novel gives a child’s perspective of the refugee crisis and highlights the 

importance of friendship and kindness. I am sure it will inspire a lot of interesting 

class discussions on important current issues.    

 

Reading groups will continue to be run as they were in term 1, as the groups 

finish their books the children will be investigating writers craft in poetry, 

following this the groups will be rearranged to begin their new novel. 

 

We will have a particular focus on children’s personal reading this term, 

encouraging children to discuss the books they enjoy reading. We also hope to 

incorporate  more visits to the Stockbridge Library during the term. 

 

Writing 

Children write regularly for different purposes across a variety of genres and are 

encouraged to use neat handwriting. In our weekly writing lessons, using our 

class novel as a stimulus, children are guided and supported to produce 

extended pieces of writing. This term children our writing genres will include 

recount, persuasive letter, information text and newspaper report. 

 

Spelling                                                                                                                      

Our new spelling approach, based on the Highland Literacy Wraparound 

Spelling Children programme was introduced last term and is going well. 

Children are introduced to their root words on a Monday using a phonic 

approach and have three further spelling lessons over the week. Spelling lists 

can be found at the back of children’s Home Learning jotters. 



HEALTH AND WELLBEING OTHER LEARNING  REMINDERS 

Substance misuse – The children will be 

learning about the impact of tobacco on 

the body and peer pressure. A parent mail 

will be sent out on the week this will be 

taught to allow you to continue this 

discussion at home if you wish. 

Food and Health – As part of our IDL the 

children will be looking at food labelling, 

how people can eat to keep their bodies 

healthy and why people may eat or avoid 

certain foods. 

PE 

The PE focus for this term will be 

gymnastics. Children will explore the ways 

their bodies can move and develop their 

core strength/ stability and flexibility. They 

will practice balances as well as jumps 

and vaults. They will work co-operatively 

creating group and partner sequences 

and show a wide range of movement skills. 

On Mondays when PE will be outside the 

children will be working on improving their 

physical fitness, including their stamina and 

speed. 

 

Equality and Diversity 

We will have a whole school focus on Anti-

Bullying week which will start with an ‘odd 

socks’ day on Monday 15th November. This 

day helps us to recognise that everyone 

is unique and different, and that we all 

need kindness and respect. As a school 

we will be reading and illustrating a book 

with an anti-bullying theme written by a 

Stockbridge parent. 

We will focus on Road Safety week the 

following week beginning 22nd November. 

IDL   

This term our IDL had been inspired by COP 26, the 

children have been very interested to learn more about 

climate change and other global issues. The classes will 

be involved in planning where their learning will lead and 

this will link to an enterprise project. 

French                                                                                     

In Primary 5 French is taught weekly by our French 

specialist teacher Miss Martinez. This term the children will 

be continuing to practise responding  to questions about 

themselves using sentences, with an increasing range of 

vocabulary. They will also be learning the numbers 31-69.                                                                            

ICT 

We will continue to use ICT to support the children’s 

learning, this term we will be looking at copyright,  digital 

security and we will be working on using key words and 

phrases to use a search engine for research. 

RME 

We will be learning about the Christian festival of 

Christmas as a ‘Festival of lights’ we will incorporate 

expressive arts into this. 

Assemblies                                                                           

Mrs Ashbrook will continue to run remote whole school 

assemblies every Friday.  Assemblies always have a key 

theme and P7 children share the week’s House Point 

totals. 

Home Learning                                                                      

Please continue to support your child to read 

regularly, practise their spelling sound or pattern 

and complete a home learning activity each 

week. Suggestions of tasks can be found on the 

grid that was stuck into jotters last term. Home 

Learning is shared and celebrated with peers in 

class on Mondays. 

PE   

Children should continue to wear clothes suitable 

for PE on Mondays and Wednesdays. On a 

Monday PE is outdoors so they should dress 

appropriately for the temperature. On a 

Wednesday PE is in the hall so indoor 

shoes/plimsoles are needed. 

Dates for your diary:                                                      

Friday 17 December – Last day of term              

Thursday 6 January 2022 – New term begins 

Contact us                                                                       

Please feel free to contact the school if you want 

to pass on information about your child or discuss 

any issues about your child’s learning or wellbeing. 

This can be done via the school administration 

account. 

Email: admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk   

Telephone: 0131 332 6109 

Twitter: @stockbridge_ps 

 

Looking forward to a fun-filled term! Best wishes,                       

Miss Leyland and Miss Green  😊  
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