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NUMERACY AND MATHEMATICS LITERACY AND ENGLISH 

Mental Agility 

Our first Stockbridge Counts focus this term is number before and number 

after. Children will be working on factors within a times table (“the 

number before 9 in the 3 times table is 6”). Later in the term the focus will 

move to recognising and identifying numbers to 1,000,000.                                                                                                             

Children will continue to work towards developing automaticity in in times 

tables facts. They will work on 3 skills:  reciting the whole times table 

(“8x0=0, 8x1=8” etc);  skip counting (“3,6,9,12” etc); giving the factors 

when given a product from a table (‘The times table is 2, the answer is 14. 

What is the sum?’) A copy of the recording sheet will be put in home 

learning jotters so you can support your child with this at home. 

Numeracy 

Having spent time on place value and consolidating mental strategies of 

addition and subtraction, this term children will be learning and practising 

formal written methods. Children will build confidence in adding and 

subtracting up to 4-digit numbers, setting their calculations out clearly 

and accurately. This will include calculations with more than one 

exchange (“carrying”/ “borrowing”).  They will also use their knowledge 

of rounding to estimate answers to calculations, discussing and sharing 

the strategies they use to help them with this. 

 

Beyond Number - Money 

To support our enterprise project, the beyond number focus this term is 

money. First,  we will revise and consolidate the following: 

• Using all coins and notes to £20 and beyond 

• Recording amounts accurately in different ways eg. 149p = £1.49 

• Using a variety of coin and note combinations to pay for items and 

give change.  

Then the children will learn about how money us used in a real life 

context, creating a budget and working out which item is the best value. 

Reading 

P5b really enjoyed their focus on poetry last term and this term we are 

changing genre in our group reading sessions to look at fiction. 

Over the next few weeks, we will be reading, abridged versions of Charles 

Dickens novels in our reading groups, giving all children the experience of 

reading a classic nineteenth century text. As well as focusing on plot, 

characters and language, we will discuss the historical context of the novels 

and the author himself. We will then go on to read and discuss a variety of 

contemporary novels in our groups.  

Having finished ‘The Nowhere Emporium’ this week, we will be starting a new 

class novel, ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ by Onjali Rauf. This prize-winning 

novel gives a child’s perspective of the refugee crisis and highlights the 

importance of friendship and kindness. I am sure it will inspire a lot of interesting 

class discussions on important current issues.    

We will have a particular focus on children’s personal reading this term, 

encouraging children to discuss the books they enjoy reading. We will 

incorporate regular visits to Stockbridge Library to further encourage a love of 

books.  Please encourage your child to read each day at home. 

  

Writing 

Children write regularly for different purposes across a variety of genres and are 

encouraged to use neat cursive handwriting. In our weekly writing lessons, using 

our class novel and our IDL topic as a stimulus, children are guided and 

supported to produce extended pieces of writing. This term, our writing genres 

will include persuasive letter, information text and newspaper report. 

 

Spelling                                                                                                                      

Our new spelling approach, based on the Highland Literacy Wraparound 

Spelling programme, was introduced last term and is going very well. Children 

are introduced to their root words on a Monday using a phonic approach and 

have three further spelling lessons over the week. Termly spelling lists can be 

found at the back of children’s home learning jotters. 



HEALTH AND WELLBEING OTHER LEARNING  REMINDERS 

Equality and Diversity                                                             

We will continue to emphasize the importance 

of equality in our lessons. We will have a whole 

school focus on Anti-Bullying Week, which will 

start with an ‘Odd Socks Day’ on Monday 15 

November. This day helps us to recognise that 

everyone is unique and different, reminding us 

of the importance of kindness and respect. As a 

school we will be reading and illustrating a book 

with an anti-bullying theme written by a 

Stockbridge parent.  

Substance Misuse                                                  

P5 will be learning about the impact of tobacco 

on the body and will also be discussing peer 

pressure. Please be aware that children will be 

dexploring these issues this term; you may wish 

to continue this discussion at home. 

PE  

This term, P5b children will have their core PE 

lessons on Tuesdays with Miss Judges.  The focus 

for this term will be gymnastics. Children will 

explore the ways their bodies can move looking 

at different speeds, levels and directions. They 

will practise balances such as headstands and 

handstands as well as jumps and vaults. They will 

also learn cartwheels and round-offs. They will 

work co-operatively, creating group and 

partner sequences and show a wide range of 

movement skills. 

Children’s second PE slot will be their swimming 

lessons on Wednesdays. We have had two 

successful lessons so far and I can already see 

improvements in children’s swimming ability and 

confidence in the water. 

Inter-Disciplinary Learning                                                                                       

This term our IDL has been inspired by the COP 26 

conference. The children have been very interested to 

learn more about climate change and other global 

issues. The classes will be involved in planning where their 

learning will lead and this will link to an enterprise project. 

French                                                                                     

In Primary 5 French is taught weekly by our French 

specialist teacher Miss Martinez. This term the children will 

be continuing to practise responding to questions about 

themselves using sentences, with an increasing range of 

vocabulary. They will also be learning the numbers 31-69.   

Mandarin                                                                             

This term Primary 5B have a block of Mandarin lessons 

with Chun Huang from Broughton High School. Children 

will learn how to say and write numbers 1-10 in Mandarin 

as well as learning basic greetings and family 

vocabulary. 

ICT                                                                                              

This term we will be looking at copyright, digital 

security and we will be working on using key words 

and phrases to use a search engine for research. 

Music                                                                                       

Our music specialist, Miss Martinez, will be focussing on 

singing this term. Children will learn a song 

and will be encouraged to use clear diction and 

accurate pitching.  Children will also use musical 

instruments to enhance their performance.                                               

Assemblies                                                                           

Whole school assemblies are delivered remotely to all 

classes every Friday. These are led by Mrs Ashbrook or a 

particular group of children and have a key theme.   

Home Learning                                                                      

Please continue to encourage and support your child 

to read each day, practise their spelling sound or 

pattern and complete a home learning activity each 

week. Suggestions of tasks can be found on the home 

learning grid that was stuck into jotters last term. Home 

learning is shared and celebrated with peers in class 

on Mondays and jotters are sent home after marking 

on Tuesday. 

PE / Swimming                                                                       

Children should continue to wear clothes suitable for 

PE on Tuesdays. As PE is indoors this term, please 

provide suitable plimsoles/ indoor PE shoes in a bag. 

These can stay in the classroom for the term.           

Swimming caps must be worn for swimming lessons.  

Dates for your diary:                                                            

Monday 15 November – Odd Socks Day. Start of Anti-

Bullying Week.                                                           

Monday 22 November: Start of Road Safety Week                                                        

Friday 17 December – Last day of term              

Thursday 6 January 2022 – New term begins                      

Contact us                                                                       

Please feel free to contact the school if you want to 

pass on information about your child or discuss any 

issues about your child’s learning or wellbeing. This 

can be done via the school administration account. 

Email: admin@stockbridge.edin.sch.uk          

Telephone: 0131 332 6109                                       

Twitter: @stockbridge_ps 

Looking forward to a fun-filled term!                            

Best wishes, Ms Fraser and Miss Judges         
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