
STOCKBRIDGE PRIMARY SCHOOL BOOKFEST 2021 
 

Calling all story sleuths and daring detectives! You’ll need all your powers of 

observation – and some quick thinking – to puzzle your way through our 

brilliantly bookish Treasure Trail! 

Head out for your daily lockdown exercise on this one-mile walking trail 

around Stockbridge and the New Town to discover some literary locations 

and book-related nooks and crannies… 

Did you know? The world-famous detective Sherlock Holmes was created by 

author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who was born in Edinburgh. Can you channel 

his detective powers to complete this trail? 

 

Follow the directions and decipher each clue to identify letters which you will 

need to fill in to complete these Scottish book-related mystery words.  
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Download the following pages onto a phone (or print them out if you wish), and print the 
answer sheet to bring on the trail. If printing isn’t an option then simply writing 1–20 on a 
piece of paper is fine! The trail directions are numbered for ease of use, but trail stop 1 
doesn’t mean box 1 – you’ll need to study the clues to find out in which box to enter the 
letters you work out. 
 
Alas, you won’t uncover any actual treasure – but you will see something connected to the 
famous Edinburgh author Robert Louis Stevenson, author of Treasure Island, along the way.   
 

We hope you will enjoy the trail but ask that you be mindful of the current lockdown 

rules and be safe and aware crossing roads. Please also respect our neighbours’ 

property, especially at trail stops like those on Scotland Street and Henderson Row 

which belong to private homes. 

  



THE JOURNEY BEGINS… 
Start on Hamilton Place, opposite Stockbridge Primary School. 

 

1. Walk along Hamilton Place towards 

Stockbridge. Can you spy a book-filled building 

which Harry Potter’s best friend Hermione 

would love? Its name is above the door – put 

the first letter of the second word in box 17. 

Just for fun: Have you ever noticed the carved 

stone books on each side of the front doors? 

See if you can spot them now.  

2. Continue along Hamilton Place, then turn left through the archway by Smith & Gertrude 

and head up St Stephen’s Place. As you pass under the stone arch at the far end, turn 

around and look up. No books for sale, alas, but 

once you could have bought Butcher Meat and 

Poultry here; what else? Take the first letters of 

each of the other groceries and put them in 

boxes 7 and 8.  

 

 

3. As you join St Stephen Street, turn in the 

direction of the arrow shown on a blue road 

sign (not the arrow in this picture!) Now can 

you find a shop named after a gleaming metal 

creature? Write the first letter of the shop 

name’s second word in box 2.  

 

 

4. Nearby, can you seek out another den of 

story delights especially for children, found 

above a blue-painted basement named after a 

colourful tropical bird? Write the second, third 

and fourth letters of the first word of the book 

shop name in boxes 18, 19 and 20. 

  



5. Continue along St Stephen Street. You’re 

hunting for a door – add the number of bears 

that Goldilocks met in the fairy tale to the 

number of dalmatians in Dodie Smith’s novel 

to work out which one! (Keep an eye out on 

both sides of the street…) Look up at the roof 

of that building to spy a literary stone 

sculpture. Underneath it, a carved inscription 

reveals the building’s history – write the fifth 

letter of the inscription in box 3. 

 

6. Cross Clarence Street carefully and continue up St 

Stephen Street. Can you spot the ‘ghost sign’ here 

under the more modern street name, and the 

‘ghost writing’ beneath it on the basement wall? 

Climb uphill until you reach the church. Just for 

fun: the sweeping church steps under the clock 

tower would be a great place for a mysterious 

rendezvous… If you could meet any character 

from a book here, who would you meet and why? 

 

 

 

Pass the steps and curve back into St Vincent 

Place. Follow it to the end of the pedestrian 

part. What is the name of the street that you 

have now reached? Write the three-letter 

second part of the name in boxes 14, 15 and 16. 

 

7. Follow the pavement on the lefthand side of the 

street, then turn left down Dundas Street to 

reach the pedestrian crossing at the junction. 

Just for fun: think back to the ‘ghost writing’ you 

saw earlier. These were remnants of real signs 

from the building’s past, but in a story ‘ghost 

writing’ might be rather spookier… Can you tell 

a ghost story as you go along? If you are 

especially sharp-eyed, you might spot some 

more ghost writing by a yellow door later in this 

trail, so keep your eyes wide open…  



8. At the lights, cross the foot of Dundas 

Street, then turn right and walk back up the 

road. Look out for the bus stop as you pass; 

from here, the number 23 bus would take you 

all the way to Morningside, home of Aileen 

Paterson’s picture book cat Morningside 

Maisie. As you arrive back at Fettes Row, you 

might also spot animals waiting outside the 

vet’s. Just for fun: as you turn left away from 

Dundas Street, crossing carefully to walk along 

Fettes Row, can you think of five books which feature each of the animals pictured as a 

main character?   

9. As soon as the street starts to curve, its name changes. Write the first letter of the new 

street name in box 5. Just for fun: the new street name sounds rather grand. As you 

walk along, how many books or stories can you think of which have kings, queens or 

other aristocrats in them?  

 

10. Follow the road around the crescent, 

crossing the foot of Dundonald Street 

as you go. At last, you will reach a wide 

junction with trees on an island. This is 

Scotland Street, famous as the setting 

for a series of novels for grown-ups by 

the Edinburgh author Alexander 

McCall Smith. Search for something 

bookish outside number 37. A small 

plaque gives a website and an 

instruction. What is the first letter of 

the instruction? Enter it in box 1. Can 

you see the little garden on its roof? 

 

 

11. Turn back and cross the foot of Scotland Street 

to follow a winding path down into a park named 

after a historic royal. The monarch shared his first 

name with a character in a Roald Dahl book about a 

child who creates a Marvellous Medicine. Write the 

first letter of the name in box 4. 

  



12. Look to your right across the playpark to see the entrance to the Scotland Street 
tunnel. The famous Edinburgh author Robert Louis Stevenson wrote exciting stories 
about treasure islands and Highland 
kidnappings, but he grew up near here – just like 
you – and also described the things he saw in 
Edinburgh.  

 
He wrote how impressive it was to see steam 
trains “shooting out of the dark maw [mouth]” 
of the railway tunnel under Scotland Street. The 
station closed many years ago, but you can still 
imagine the steam trains thundering past. Just 
for fun: can you imagine the smoke billowing 
from the funnel, the smell of burning coal, the 
squeal of the brakes? Is there anything in the 
park today that might inspire you to write about 
it? Have you had any adventures here?  

 

13. At the central ‘roundabout’, follow the blue 

signpost pointing towards Stockbridge, walking past a 

little playpark to meet a road. As you leave the park, 

turn back and study the park gates. On one pillar is an 

animal that might be found with a Witch and a 

Wardrobe… write the first letter of the name of the 

other gate post animal in box 6.  

14. Write the first two letters of 

the name of the wee street you’re 

now on in boxes 10 and 11. At the 

top of the street, again follow the blue signpost for Stockbridge 

and walk along Eyre Place, which shares its name by coincidence 

with the heroine of a famous novel, Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë. 

Jane Eyre was a governess – in Victorian times, a teacher who lived 

with a family and taught the children. Just for fun: which of the 

teachers at Stockbridge Primary would you pick if you had to have 

a governess to live at your home and teach you?  

15. Continue along Eyre Place until you find a restaurant 

with a book-themed name! Write the third letter of the 

restaurant name’s second word in box 9. Just for fun: think 

about what your favourite food or drink would be if you 

were a book character. Might you drink from a lemonade 

fountain like the one in The 13-Storey Treehouse, devour 

Chocolate Frogs like Harry Potter, or scoff anything and 

everything like the Very Hungry Caterpillar? 



 

16. At the Dundas Street junction, cross Eyre Place 

and Brandon Street to reach the north side of 

Henderson Row. As you head back towards 

Stockbridge, pause to admire the unusual 

garden on the steps of number 18. Just for fun: 

can you spot something that would have 

helped authors write their books in the days 

before computers? 

 

 

17. Cross Perth Street and continue past 

Edinburgh Academy. Robert Louis Stevenson, 

who wrote Treasure Island, briefly went to 

school here. There are six pillars on the front of 

the school, and some writing in Greek 

characters above them; look for the first letter 

of the word above the third pillar from the left (clue: it’s a three-letter word ending AI). 

Write this letter in box 13. (Watch out for cars at these gates – not something that would 

have been a problem for Robert Louis Stevenson in the 1860s!) 

18. Look up the driveway as you pass the gates at number 54 to spy a 

white noticeboard with blue writing, which tells you the name of 

these Buildings. Just for fun: can you spot a link in that name to our 

first mystery word, which you should now have worked out?  

19. As you reach the end of Henderson 

Row, look for a distinctive red, white 

and blue striped sign. This business 

shares its name with a famous rabbit in 

a tale by Beatrix Potter. Write the 

fourth letter of the bunny’s name in box 12. 

20.  Finally, look for a ceramics studio gallery in a basement 

near the corner here. Just for fun: can you spot a link in its 

name to our second mystery word, also now completed? 

You’re now within sight of the school and should have deciphered both the mystery 

words. Give yourself a hearty thump on the back! 

Congratulations! You have completed the Stockbridge 

Primary School BookFest 2021 Book Treasure Trail! 


